
FRIDAY, XARCH 18, 1887. 

1HAVE been aslied to give some accoant of the 
sl6jd system, as practised in Sweden, llax7ing 
lately visited that country in order to study the 
s-j-stet11 bot,h practically auct theoret,ically. This 
visit convinced me of its excellence, of its da im 
to be regarded as an i~nportnnt factor in educa- 
tion, and the need there is for something of the 
kind in onr own schools. 

The word ' slojd ' is essentially Scandinavian, 
and an equivalent for it is not to be found in any 
other El~ropean language. Its or igin~l  meaning 
is ' cunning,' ' clever,' ' handy ' (coinpare ' sleighf 
of hand'), but, as a t  present used, il; rlleans rather 
the different kinds of hancl-work used in schools 
for educational purposes. ' Slojd ' is such a con- 
veilient word, and ernbraces so much, that I thinlr 
we shall hare to naturalize it in Englanrl, and 
call it 'sloyd.' I t  has already been adopted in 
France and Germany, and I believe in Belgium, 
Austria, and Russia. 

There are many kinds of sliijd, or hand-work, 
practised in the schools in Sweden, Sorway, Den- 
marlr, Finlancl, Germany, and other count'ries, -
simple metal-work, smith-work, basket-nialting, 
painting (trade), fret-ivork, book-binding, papier-
~nache,needle-worlr, and finally wood-slojd, which 
consists mainly of carpentry, but in whicl~ carv- 
in# ant1 turning may play a subordinate part. 

Herr Otto Salnmon, the director of the serni-
nary a t  l;ii&s, has drawn up a table in which the 
a b o ~ e  occupations are compared, under the Pol- 
l o ~ i n gheads :-

lo. The children's interest gained ; 2 O .  TITork 
which can be used ; 8". Orcler and precision ; 4". 
Cleanliness and neatness ; 5".  Development of 
sense of form ; Bo. Accordance with children's 
capacity ; 7". Strengthening and developing of 
the physical powers ; so. Counterpoise to sitting ; 
go. Capability of methodical exposition ; 10". 
General dexterity. 

I t  apllears, from a careful conlparison of the 
results obtained by means of these various occu-
pations, that while several of them answer to 
the above tests in certain particulars, yet only the 
wood-slbjd can answer all. 

I will endeavor to give a brief outline of the 
chief principles of the method for the teaching 
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of manual worlt which is follotved a t  N%s, and 
~vllich Elas thence been largely disseminated a11 
over Scandinaria and Finland, and is taught 
even within the arctic circle. I n  Sweden alone, 
\vood-sliijtl is practised in eight hundred national 
schools, has bee11 ititroduced into the secondary 
scllools for boys, and is now being adapted even 
in the upper scliools for girls. 

I t  hae also been introduced illto France, Bei- 
giurn, Germany, A.ustria. Rnsaia, and the UniteLi 
Slates. I t  will probably be taken u p  in .&by$-
sinia, through the i n s t r u m t t a i t y  of the Swedish 
missionaries ; and even far-distant Japan is show- 
ing an interest in the subject. Are we English 
to be left lropelessly behind in the adoption of 
hand-\rorlr as a n  important factor in education ? 
Vie hare already accepted it  - in a very linmited 
way, it is true -in the adoption of the kinder- 
garten syst~nr ,  the very soul of which is its re- 
sponse to the chilcl's need of activity and produc- 
tion ; ant1 slojd is the sarne principle at  work, 
only in a forrn eniteci to the growing l~owers of 
our boys and girls. 

Herr Salonxon himself has treated of the results 
aimed at by sliijd, the choice and classification of 
models, and the question who is to be the slojd 
teacher, in a wo1.1~ which has already been trans- 
lated into F r e ~ c h  and German, and will soon, I 
hope, appear in English. 

Xlijjcl aims a t  the following results :-
lo.To implant respect and love for work in 

general ; 2". To implant respect ant1 love even for 
the coarser fo ra~s  of hotlest manual work ; 3*. To 
develop actit ity ; 4". To Poster ortler, accuracy, 
cleanliness, and neatness ; 5". To encourage atten- 
tion, industry, and pelsex erance : 6". To develop 
the phj sical poweis ; YO. To t ~ a i n  the eye and the 
sense of form. 

The joinil~g of the slojd course should be vol- 
untary on the  park of the pupil : consequently the 
work should fulfil the following conditions :-

lo. It should be useiul; 2". The preparatory 
exercises should not be too fatiguing ; 3". They 
should offer ~ a r i e t y  ; 4 O .  They should be executed 
without help ; 6". They slionld be real work. not 
play ; 6". They sllould not he knick-hacks, or so- 
called fancy-work ; Yo. They should belong to 
the~vorker; 8 O .  They should be in harmony with 
his power and phybical strength ; 9". They shoulcl 
be of such a nature that they can be finished with 
exactness ; loo. 'I'hey should allow of cleanliness 
and neatness ; 11". They should demand thought- 
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fulness, a~l t l  tlins be more than a l~nrely mechani- 11s indi\.idual instruction IS genaraily ~ c ~ l m r e d ,  
cal work ; 12'. '1 trey skroulcl strengthen and de- nod as this manual m7olk cannot hc taught in clais, 
velop t l ~ c  physique ; 18'. They sliould help to the sailre teacher can only sliperintend a lixrritetl 
exerc~sethe scnse of for111: 14". Lastly, as rnany number of 1)npils a t  tlre qarrie time. Generally 
tools anti manipulations as possible sl~oultl be en)- speaking-, t l i e~e  should not be more tllart 
ployed. twelve. 

Rnch are the rcsults armed a t  : hnt hcrc :x vcrv As to tlle cl~oicc, of ~nodrls  : 1". All a r t l c l ~ \  of 
in?portant question :%rise+, Vil~o is to lie the bl6jcl l i~xuiyare to I,? excluded ; 2". The objects ~ u a d e  
teacher? 'I'eacl~ers are alreatly so overhnrdencd are to I)(> of lisp i ~ thome ; 3". The children slloultl 
witliwork, that ~t seems too much to expect thein be able to finish tllern entirely without bell): 
to unrltrtake another subjcci. But for thcni, too, 4O. The a~t icles  slrould lir nlaclc of wood only ; 
a suhjcct so no\ t 1, ant1 rlecessarllp so ditreientl\ so, No polish sl~ould b t~  used ; Go. As littlr Inate- 
taught from thr oidi~lnry scl~ool-iubjects, would rial ;IS po\sil,le should be einployecl ; 7". The chil- 
tloubtless have its attractions, and would iii11stlat~t(? dren shoulrt learn to woik both in the hartlcl. and 
the saying, 'Change of work's as good :IS play.' 

Whetlier tl1i5 he so or not, the sliijd instruc- 
tion mutt  bv ~mclert:rlt~n,not by an artisan, who 
would natn~al ly rcbgald it  nlerc.ly fiom its nre-
chanical side, aherexs tlre rnaln oli.ject of slo.jd is 
not t11e teac.hiitq ol an) tratle. but thc~ drvelop- 
inent oi the facultie,, ancl the acquiring of gen- 
eral clexteritj. I t  must therefore IJC given Iiy a 
trained teacher, who understands the nature of 
the rnatc.ria1 on which hc has to  woik, viz., cliild- 
nature, and, it pois~blt,, by the iarne teacher n h o  
takes the ot11t.r sclrool-sub~ects. 

I may n ~ m t i o n  that by illcans of bltijd, H hlcli 
necessltate5 individnal supervisior~ and instruction, 
the tracher Elas a n  opportnnity ol obtaining an 
insight into tht, ch:rracter, and of establishing a 
personal relation between himself and his l)upils, 
which it  i5 alinost impossil)le to obtain by mcans 
of class-i~rst~.uctior~.Numbers of teachers can 
bear witness to the t r u t l ~  oU this staterr~errt. The 
teacher should Icad, direct, and control the worlt, 
hut should be carehll not to put his hand dilectly 
to it. I n  order to be able to  follow with advan- 
tage tire course of instruction, the pul)il ought to 
lrave vcacl~ed a, d e ~point of eloliment usually at-
tamed about the age of eleven. 

One word as to the main diderences Ir)et\\eerl 
wood-sliijd and ordinal y carpen(ering, with which 
it  is verj apt to be confused. These lie, lo, in the 
character of the ohjt~rts made, wli~ch are usually 
smaller than those made 111 the trade ; 2", In the 
tools used (the Jtnife, for instanc.e, the rnost irn- 
portant of all in slOjd, is little ~iiccl in ordinary 
carpcntrj) ; 3", in the nranner of working (the 
tliviqion of labor c~nyloyctl 'III the trade is not al- 
lo%xed in sliijd, where each srticsle is begun, ear- 
vied on, and finis11c.d by the saint, pupil) ; 4", but 
the fundar~renl:~l (difference is in the ohject of sliijd, 
whiclr is, not to  turn out full-hlown, or h:~lf-hlow~r, 
or even quatter-blown young carpenters, but to  
develop the faculties. and specially to give general 
dexterity, whicll \<,ill be useful, wlrateter line of 
life Lhc pupil may afterwards follow. 

softcr ~ ~ ~ o o d s :Turning and c.arting ~11o1iltL8". 
only be sparingly c~mployc(l ; '3". The ruodt~ls 
slroul(1 develop the childien's sense of forru. and 
beauty, a l ~ d  for these ends the series should in-
clude a certain nnrnber of modelled objects (for 
instance, spoons, ladles, and ot,lrercurvell artit-les), 
which are to be executed wit11 a free hand, and 
chieflj by eye ; 20°. By means of going tlrlough 
the whole seriee, the pupils shonld 1e;wn tllr, use 
of a11 Llie nwre ~ m p o r h n t  tools. I n  the choice of 
models, care should be taken that each one pte- 
pale for the next. 

As to classification of models : lo. The series 
ougl~tto progress wrthout a brcak from the easy 
to the &%cult, lrorri the simplc Lo the eornplex ; 
2". Tlicre rnirst be a sufficient variety ; 3". Eacb 
model must he so placed i n  the series th:rt tlre 
pupil shall lde ablc to  carry it  out entirely without 
Lire direct help of tilt. teacher, by nleans of w!la t 
he has already made ; 4O. The rnodrls slloultl con- 
stitutr snrh a s e ~ i r s  thaL a t  eac.11 step the pupil 
tnay be able to  malce, not a passable, but a correct 
worlc ; 6". In rnalcing the first rnotlels, on1.y a feu- 
tools are to be employc~d, but as the serles is car- 
ried out ncw tools and new manipulations are to 
be employed; 6". The kuiie, as the funtlasncntnl 
tool, is lo he t l ~ r  most uscld in the beginning of 
the course ; Yo. For the f i r4 models, rather Irartl 
wood should be erngloyct'l. 

At the beginning of the series the rnortels should 
be capable of sl?eetlg execution, and objects whicEn 
requlre a considerable time yhoultl be g~adual ly 
reached. 

Let ub now see wl~ether sliijtl, if the foregoing 
condilions be carried oat, may he regarded as a 
factor in  education, whethex considered physically, 
r~>entally,or morally. 

I t  is e+sc.ntially a form of work \.vI.ricl~caalls 
forth evcry variety of movement, which ljrings 
all tlrc nluscles into play, and which exercises both 
sitles of tho body. I t  is so arranged that the chil- 
dren can work with the left hand as well as vr it11 
the riglrt, in sawmg, planing, etc. Thus all t h c  



muscles are strengthened, a n~ore harmonious de- 
velopmenl attained, and there is less fear of their 
growing croolred There is no reason to clread 
their beconling left-handed: in more delicate 
manipulations, tile right hand will always remain 
the better rnan of the two. 

Does slojtl help forw arc1 tlie mental cle relop- 
ment? Surely work which drams out and exer-
cises energy, perseverance, order, accuracy, and 
the habit of attention, cannot be said to fail in 
influencing the niental faculties; and that it 
sl~ould do so hy cultivating the practical side of 
the intelligence, leading the pupils to rely on 
themselves, to exercise foresight, to be constantly 
putting t ~ v o  and two together, is specially needed 
in these days of excessive examinations, when so 
many of us are suffering from I11e adoption of 
ready-made opinions, and the wallowing whole, 
in greater or smaller boluses, the results of other 
men's labors. 

We want whole nleil and women, the sunl total 
of whose facultics is developed, who hare lealned 
to apply their ltnowledge, not only in the emer-
gencies, hut in tlle daily occurrences of life ; and 
t t~is  readiness - this steadiness of nerve, the or-
dered control of that wonderful machine the body, 
the ctlltivation of the practical side of us -can 
only come by exercise, and this is given by means 
of sldjd. Let us also remember that all skilled 
work, however humble it may appea?r, is brain- 
work too : the hand is the servant of tlle brain. 
If any one doubt this, let him try to make, from 
first to last, some complete object, however insig- 
nificant, - be it the modelling of a leaf, cube, or 
even a ball, or the making of a w~ooden spoon, -
and, I answer for it, he will gain a new respect for 
hand-work, not only from its usefulness, but the 
skill i t  requires. 

What does sldjd do for the moral trainink of 
the child? I t  implants respect and love for work 
in general, including the coarser kinds of b,odily 
work. In  the fierce competition which exist3 in 
all civilized countries (and nowhere fiercer than 
in our own), which springs in so many cases from 
the desire to push on to some fancied higher level 
of life, what a clearing of the moral atn;ospbere 
would be effected if the rising generation co~ild he 
irnbued with the feeling, cierpening as they grow 
up into conviction, that it is the vncL?z w l ~ odigni-
fies or degrades the worli, -that all lahor which 
proceeds from a ivortbp motive is of equal worth, 
and that the right work for each one of us, and 
consequently the noblest, is the work we can do 
best ! 

But this is not all which slojd effects in the way 
of moral influence. It tightens and strengthens 
the bond between school and home. Every thing 

which the child makes is for home use, is prized 
there as l ~ i s  own honest worlr, and as the product 
of tlie skill wllich he is gaining at  school. Anlong 
the working-classes, the actnal use of the things 
made by the children (besides the wholesome 
pleasure and pride t,liey call forth) is fountl to  (lo 
much. in the countries wl~ere slojd is practised, 
to reconcile the parents to their children remain- 
ing  at  school even when they are beginning to be 
of use a t  home and to be able to earn something. 
They hare tangible proof, ia the objects brought 
home, that their cliildren are learning something 
\~l l ich makes then1 useful and hancly, and which 
will make them readier in future in learning a 
trade. 

I will only mention one other point in which 
slojd bears good moral fruit. I mean, it  implants 
in the child a sense of satisfaction in honest work, 
begun, carried on, and completed by fair means 
and by his own exertions. In these days of 
scamped worli, of dishonest tricks to be found in 
all trades and manufactures, what can me say too 
much in praise of a system which will give our 
hoys and girls a sense of the dignity of work, a 
scorn and contempt for what is slovenly or tricky? 
The slojd system is completely opposed to the 
modern principle of division of labor, which is no 
doubt a necessity in the present conditions of life, 
but which would be disastrous in ed~cat~ion,  where 
tlle aim must be the development of each indi- 
vidual, not tlle getting through a given quantity 
of work in the shortest and cheapest way. I feel 
sure that a boy or girl who, a t  a period when 
impressions are most lasting, has had the solid 
sntisfaction of carrying out n piece of work from 
beginning to end, will not be satisfied, in adult 
life, with becoming a mere machine for drilling 
holes, putting on pins' heads, or turning out chair- 
legs by the hundred, but will, in his leisure Iiours, 
vindicate his dignity and skill bydoing some work, 
whether practical or intellectual, wortlly of a hu- 
man being. We must remember, too, that a large 
part of the distress in bad times is due to the fact, 
that, if the particular fragment of work which a 
person is capable of is taken from him, he can do 
nothing else whereby to earn his bread. 

I can only speak in the briefest way of the cry- 
ing need there is for sonle such practical training 
as is given by sliijd. I am not an enthusiast for 
the particular forrn of it which I have studied 
myself a t  Ntiils, and which I have seen a t  work in 
the Swedish schools, where I wish I could trans- 
port you, so that you might see for yourselves the 
earnestness and energy of the young workers, the 
dexterity with which they handle their tools, their 
extreme carefulness (for no damaged or careless 
work is passed), and the independent manner in 



which they work. But I do say, t l ~ a t  wex want 
sotnettking of tllc lrind, snited to orlr national riccds 
and rharacter, and he;rririg tlie sauic fruit ot 
trained intelligrnce aircl skill ~11i1t.h it is protftl- 
cihg in the couulries mlri?re it is practised. JIgreat 
d r d  is I~eiog clont, in England for tccllriical eclnoa- 
tion, and a gre,~t  (leal i\ .;ai(i as to itq nr~i~tl,for 
there is :I, \cry r e:il danger of Etrgliili woi k~nen  
b e ~ r ~ gclrixcn out of the f i c a l t l  on account ol tlir 
superlor \kill ct toreigiic~~s and tli(x gle:lt acl~ari-
tagt1s lhcj enjoy ln tl~:. way ot tcclniical educa-
tion. Wc can but reloic-e that we arcx I)rgnniing 
to recognire this tlaliger, and thnt io  much atten- 
tion is being directecl to tErc need of tochnical ecln- 
cation ; bnt e\ tsii su1,posirr:; the c o u ~ i t ~ yn crrx 
coverrd tvitlt teciiriical school.;, i i  our young 
people conlc lo  tlre~n witir cgri  2nd harrtls un- 
trained, with l ~ l t l eol no senw of torn1 ant1 beauty, 
w1tl-i 1:rck of  percrptlon and habits of olr~ser~ation, 
wii21 unt~ai i i~ct  and undevcloycd niusclcx, kiow 
can they possil)ly hold their o w n  againit the vontlr 
of o t l ~ ~ r  \choolsconntrics, (.onring f ~ e i t l  fionr 
where r jc ;rntl liarid have I~een trained to general 
dextc,riLy, vrllic.11 m ~ l l  stand tbern in gootl stcatl 
whatet r r  bpec~al ' i~~ancli of tcclri~ical woilc they 
may take up, \\,it11 trainrtl observat~ori :tntl per- 
cept~oll,aud with :I lorre for nOI k and ari interchi 
i n  i t  which ha? lrcen cluickmetl and stimnlntc~tl 
by n r e n  a vic.tol1 g;iilicil by pcIse\cTlanct1, atten- 
tion, and energy ? 

Slioaltl this slo.jd ~uiiruction l ~ e  g i \ m  to qills a5 
v,~ l lxi boys ? TLii question has a1re:ulj heen 
m s n  (%led piartically in ihe affirrirati\ t in Swetlcir, 
and w ~ t b  oxcrllenl ic*~niI'~. I t  i i  just a\ inrportant 
for a \tornan to bxvr tl~cx co~nplcte u\e ol Irc>r 
hai~cil.: as for a Inan I t  n,:lr I J ~s a d  that girls 
I1ai.e lierdleworlc, ullich 1s ulore 'ru~teti to  tlreir 
\ex, ancl rilorcl u:>eIul to Lhenr in a1tc.r-lrle. Tt 
~roulclbr ;t \ e r j  sorry tl1111g for 0111 future mives 
and u~otheis  not Lo leain llre nie oi tlreir ntetllr. 
but w l ~ y  bhoulcl they not, l c a ~ n  needleworh :b11tl 

slojtl too? The usc of tlie tools wolrld deaelol) 
t l ie~r  lnuscles, ant1 they \\ onld gain an adtlcd tlrx- 
tclity wl~icb nerdlework alone cannot g ~ r e .  And 
k)esiclcs tllis general tlerc~loprnent, wkiicli i i  ot 1,a~x-
mount irngortance, th r  j,osl&ivr knowledge gannccl, 
and the power of do~irg litlle jobs about tllc 
house, would btk of great servicc. to tlicrri wlicri 
they grow up. 

But, i t  will hc objectrcl, eken granted that a uni- 
versal hand-education should I)c g ~ \  en, triclucling 
both sexes, and granted that teachers arc iorth- 
coming who ale capahlr of giving it, how is i t  
possil)le to spare tirile for another sul~ject :' I will 
only ~,eply, that the schools in Sweden :&re arrlong 
the best in Europe, and yet they find t i n ~ c  iol ~ t .  
The sliijd classes -which :ire entirely voluntary 
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-are hcld in the evenings, ~o as not to  interfere 
wit11 the oldinary sc.hool-work. 

For thc girls of onr lnqber scliools it seerns to 
nrcl c\en irrorc nnporL,~nt than for tlleir sistms of 
tl~c, wolhinq classes. Tile la1 ttlr hare to Irrlp their 
n i o t l ~ e ~ s  irk \\ ayi, and get, ;it h o ~ n c  rnnny ac.tis e 
at  all cben t~ ,  pl~wty oP mo\enient ancl ~ a r i r l y  of 
oc*tupntio~i:111rt the ior~nei .  \ \ l ~ o  ha te  not so 
iiluny active games as l l ~ ~ i r  brotllcrs. ;rrztl who .lrcx 
oflor1 ur,:rl)lc lo be iiiuc.11 oot ol tloo~s in  bac! or 
sek cre T\ catlrer. ale ~~12:e l l t~ l~ l )~5 ant 01 5omrin 
intcresti~ig a(-Live morlr a i  a countc,ipoisc to tile 
continual sitting arld poriny; over books ai~t l  exer-
crses. SLojd ol' some sort is the very tlring they 
need. 1axil persuactecl, tliat, it onlj me :,el our 
shoulder to the wlleel in this rnal~cr, me sl~all firitl 
in hh1.i E-r:~ncl-educatloii the t ~ u c  lelrledy for ovt.r-
pic-ssarc of brain. \vlricl~ is not a11 iri~ention oC 
the (lortors. 

You will perllat~i wonder wlrcre :ill tlie te:~eklers 
oC slojd, so ~ ~ t n ~ i ~ r s a l l y  taught I ~ Lthc, Sca~rd ~nhvian 
ichoois, arc trnmcil. 4 ilo,jil serninnry l ~ a s  beer1 
fonndcri I)y PJcrr Ahralrarrrson, a wclaithy Gothen- 
burg rnercllant, on his beautiful c+tate of Neas, 
\vitl~ine,,sJ rr,rcli of Vloda siation, on the Inaln 
line I ~ r t vec,n kJtoclz1ioln1 and (:ollicnl)urg, and 
atlout an hoar 113' tail frorn the 1attc.r. 

This 5erninary vl a \  iouiiclecl in Inenwry ol Hc r r  
Al~~a11:nnsrln"swttc, 111 1872, :i11(l lic lias bjidrert 
ricilhcr tiliTe, rrnoliey, nor eHort in rnaltir!$; it  a 
worth; rrlcn~orinl. 'rilere 1s also a model school 
for 'r~oy:; :i.nil girls in cotrrtectio:~ wit,li it, so Ihat 
tlrose who are in  tra.ini~ig may see the systeln ac- 
t r~:~i lyat work arrhong i,be c:hildre~~. I may Irlen- 
tion, in pawing, Glint this school has a great rrplx- 
tatiou, irrid t,hat clliidrc~n are arnt from con:iiderable 
distn1ici.s to :ritt~ncP it. 7'11e serrlitiary is tlirecteci 
by Herr OLto S:Joi?~oii (Wwr Al~rali;truso~~':i 
nel~liesv),who is qnile a n  enlil[isi:tt;t, in Lhci c:iusc 
of slqjtl, nn(l clevot?s iiis life lo tlic sl~rcarl o f  tile 
systenl in ot l~er  c.onatries as well a.s his own, anrl 
lo (,lie i~~~proverriciit Theof i l  inpr:~ctical d(:l,ails. 
sernin:iry, ~v l~ ic l i  is hililt very pic:tures(~t~elyof 
tinil~w, in tlre ole1 Norwcgian stylt~, is situatetl in 
Herr 12\)mkia~nson's pmlr, clove to the, 1ovt.l.y lulic: 
o f  Silvolfingen. I t  consists o i  large worli-roouls 
fitted lritlt double roc1-s o f  carpenters' k)enelros and 
racks all round I'or tlrc different tools, a large lee:- 
tore-room, a silting-roonl fu r  the gt~ntlerncn, a 
small one for the ladies, a i d  a rooln whrrc: the? 
rriodels and finishetl worlrs arc kel~t.  Upsl,%irs is 
sleeping accor~ia~odation for thirty rnc3n. In  ad-
dition to the seminary, there is a pretty little ~ I ~ L I S ( >  

close by, called V&n'irem' (friends' holnc), wlrrre 
the latly students live, who forin :I. very srirall 
ruinority of those who attend the course. Tllerc 
arc :r.lso other cottages in tho ncigtiborhood, \\.here 



the overflolviag numbers atlending the coa1.w are 
acconlmoclaterl. 

There are four slojtl courses given in tile course 
of the year,-two surnrner and two winter 
courses. Each course lasts six weelts ; and, as the 
time is so short, the hours are~orrie\vhat long, and 
the tvorlirnther Ilarcl, for those wllo are not ac-
customed to much bodily exerci~e. The plan of 
the day is as folloa:.~ : pmyer, 6.45 a . 1 ~; lectnre, 
7 to 8 ; breakfast ; dojd from 8.30 to I, ~vi t l l  a 
hrealr of a quarter of an hour ; dinner and rest, 1 
to 3 : sliijd, 3 to (5; coffee, follomcd by discus-
sions, either on the slojd rnoclels -- which :ire apt 
to be verjT lively -or on ordinary school-subjects, 
for Herr Salc,nlon is anxioils to take aclvantage of 
the presence of so many teachers by giving them 
frequent opportunities of hearing each other's 
view?, and thus rubbing each othrr up  by means 
of a little \vholesorne friction. 

The wllo!e number of inodelp, consisting of a 
hundrecl articles, is divided into two series, - fifty 
in the first course. anci fifty in the second. Xany 
of the teacher3 ri'turri in order to go tl~rougll tile 
second course, m ~ d  are sure of a hearty welcome. 
At the end of tlle course, each nrle~nber receives 
a certificale, in the prrsence of tlie whole body, 
stating lllat he or she ha3 altenrled the course, and 
has made PO 111:iny r~locl~is. No speciol number is 
rec~uireil. E\.ery one is anxious to get on : but 
strength and ability vary considerably, and those 
who cou~e  with a Irnowl-dge of carp~nter i l~g soon 
leave those w h o  have bat1 no such previous practice 
hopelessly hehincl. But all gain n ~ u c h  during the 
course, quite rnongh to begin a sl6jd class on their 
return to their respective scliools, in diiferent parts 
of the world. 

The difficulty of teaching together representa- 
t i v e ~of so ma.ny ditTerent nations is not so great 
as it seems. As far as the practical \x~orli is con- 
cerned, the chief thing is to be sho\vrr h o r ~  to 
~vorlr, liarrdle the tools, etc., and the primitive 
language of signs goes a long way. The lectures 
are more difficnlt to manage, and I can only say 
how they mere givcm a t  the course I atlencl~d. A 
daily lecture was given in Swedish and ia German. 
The forrner wns attentled, not onlv hy tile S:vedes, 
but by the Danes, Nortvegians, and Finlanders, 
who understand Swedish u~eli. The 18ttc.r was 
atte~ided !)y the Austrians, Boheu~ians, and Eng- 
lish. If we hat1 Irooxvr~ no Germi?n at all. I believe 
we s l~o~i ld  hare ~.eceived some private iastruction. 

A few words, in conclusion, as to the life a t  
N#iis. I think the thing which, above all, fitrucli 
us, was its complete novelty. We felt as if we 
had clropped into another planet. The ~nixture of 
nationalities ancl languages, the simplicity of the 
mode of life, t l ~ e  early hours, the general kindli- 

aesq, the ahsence of all class-disl~nctions, the child- 
hlie rnjojrnent of little pleasures, the good.teni- 
perecl rivalry in worlr, made np a sort of hyper- 
borean Arcadia. On the other hand, it  is only 
fair to Pay that the general ariangements are so 
primitive, that no one should go there ~ v h o  cannot 
put up with a certain anlount o f  roughing it and 
very simple fare. I may rnention here, in case 
any one should feel inclined to spend the suininer 
holiclays in going through a course of sliijd at  
NBBs, that ten pouads cvould ~vel l  cover the whole 
cost of the antlertalting. A first-class return ticket 
from London to Gothenburg is 6 5  5s. (this does 
not include food). The ;jo:~rney to and from 
Nitis is short ant1 inexpensive, and a rery snlall 
sum? about Is. a day, is charged for food. Appli-
cation should be nlacle soirie nlonths beforehand to 
Herr Otto Salomon, P\'Biip, Fioda station, Sweden. 

Another p)leaj~iro mas the excellent singing, 
generally given in the open air, specially during; 
the long solenin evenings of the north, when the 
air n7:-as alive with song. A elioir \\-as Eornlrd of 
the best rliale voices, under an excellent conductor, 
n member of (he course, who took great pains 
with then). T h i ~quartcr of an 11our's rest in the 
morning \\>as often turr~eir io good account in  the 
musical line. We used to sit about outside the 
seminary, while tlle choir ivoultl stand on a Bnoll 
and give us  song after sorrg till the bell rang, sum- 
n~oningus to return to our labors. Wiil you think 
it stritnge that this goii~g to school again was also 
a pleasure? We quite enjoyed to he the pupil in- 
steacl of the teacher, ancl were a ~ r ~ u s e d  to find how 
much our poiat of \ie\v liad changed since we 
mere ilz sfcrtzcp7rl)illrr~i. Eut, lel nie whisper: we 
shoultl probably not have enjoyecl it; lrad it  been 
for more tharr a, very limited t'ilne. 

We are puoatl, and justly proud, of our position 
as Englishu~en ; but I think we can n-ell aBord to 
recogr~ize more heartily and generoi~sly the quota 
which each civilized nation brings to  the intel- 
lectual wealth of all. Even those who are sinall 
in population, and not so well entlo5vetl as our- 
scl ves with natural advantages, clo their part 
relatirely perllapls better than we ; and Swe iish 
educalioa, during this ccntury, has acira;iced by 
Ieaps and bonncls. I will only renlirld you. of tliese 
three facts : it was a Swede, Captain ~ortlens!c"iiild, 
who, in the Iiltie Vega, iirst nlatle the north-east 
passage ; it was a Svede, Herr Iienrila Ling, ~ v h o  
has given to the world tlie most scientific and 
comprellensive systern of gyninastics ; and it is 
Sweden who again come3 forward ant1 offers us 
the hand-education, which, if rightly used, is to 
give our childre11 a cornltleteness in their training 
which is at present laelring. 
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