
1829. Certain corals have been observed living in 
brackish or even nearly fresh water, others in tbe 
tnud about the mangrove roots, and one species 
seemed to suffer little from exposure at  low tide 
to  the sun and air. The statement of Edwards 
and Haime, that a species of coral common in the 
Red Sea is found in the Dead Sea, is another mat- 
ter which w ~ l l  bear renewed examination. The 
report supplemeats in a batisfactory manner the 
valuable work of Plofes?or Moseley, and will add 
materially to the reputation of its author. 

This 1 aluable contribution to comparative oste- 
ology ('Report on the human crania and other 
bones of the skeleton,' p a ~ t  i ~ . ,  by Sir TVilliarn 
Turner) is largely devoted to the discussion of the 
pelvis. The cllaracter~ttics of the black races dit- 
fer among themselues as \vella8 from those of thc 
European trpe, which. as by far tlle best known, 
is adopted as a standard of comparison, In ll~ost 
of the negroids the conjugate diameter is long 
compareil with the transverse, and the height in- 
creases. In the ilegroes and Tasmanians these 
characters are less pronounced compared with 
Europeans. In  near17 all th r  blaclr races the 
average length of the sacrum 1,- greater than it; 
average breadth, contrary to what occurs wit;: 
nhi te  races, ant1 In so I I I U C ~ ,nlore like a tail. 
The lurnba~ curse in the black races, as derived 
from the a~r tehrae  alone, lr concave forward : 
the c:a.i~clr may be longer 11; proportion to the 
humerus tliarr w nth tire whit+ : the scapular in- 
dex iu appa~ently Iiigher, except w~t l l  the Bu-h- 
men and Austral~ans, while in the Tasruaniarl kt 
m a r  have bprn CH~1t1nctIy lone1 : the r a d i u ~  and 
t ~ h i aare longer 11, relation to the hurneri~s ant1 
f elnur ; the 011aft of the uppel l ~ n l b1s prop01-
tionallj shoriea than that of the lower 1 1 1 ~ i o .  I:? 
general, racili c1:aracteristics appear in the skeP~- 
ton as well as in tlleskull. Among oxistin;: raw, 
osteolo~ical cliaracteis may he found sim~lar to 
those of the most ancient knov7n remains ; and 
the d~fferences wl~icll exid k t r  een the bones of 
p r imj t i~e  people are no more in kind 01 degree 
than are to be seen In corresponding partb of men 
of the present day. 

THE bficliigan board ot agriculture is likm+ibe 
the governing hod>- of the Michigan agricultural 
college, and considerably more than half of its 
twenty-fourth repoi* relates to the latter institu- 
tion. Tlle general report of the meretarp i.i foi- 
lowed by the ~naugural  address of the new presi- 
dent, Hon. Edwin Willitts, and the  reports of the 
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president and professors upon the work of their 
several departinmts. This, in most cases, is of a 
f wofold character, - in3truct1onal and expern-
mental. Of the inst~uct~on;tlmark it is hardlj 
necessary to speak, furtlier than to say that it fol- 
lows the rnodern methods of teaching the physl- 
cai ~ciences, and that, as is well known, ample 
facilities are p ~ o ~ i d e d  lal)oratorles.in the x a y  of 
apparatus, farnl, garJen, park, ete. 

Tile experimental work of such an ~astitution 1 .  

necessarily subordinated Ca the work of instruc- 
tion. and, while valuable experiments ha te  been 
made. the college bj no meana takes fhe srtnlc 
high rank as an exyerimeat-station that it does as 
a rollege, In this connection iqi. note that Presi- 
dent IVlllitts, m hi3 inaugural, speaks of the Hatcl, 
hill, non pending in congress. as a hill '. to make 
all the agricultural colleges exl~e~in~ent-s ta t iot~s . '  
If this is tile intent of the bill, it mere better Eef+ 
to slunlber in con~mittae of the wliole. We rer- 
l a ~ n l y~ l ~ d l lnot look for great good from its pas- 
sage, if the theory prevails tbnl tile professors of 
an agricultural college ettn ~uccessftilly conduct 
an experiment-station in their leisure mornc>nt- 
wit11 ail income 3f fifteen thousand dollars per 
511111um. 

A x  ingenious gentleman of Eranston, Ill., P,as 
auceeecled in applying the pririciple of the if:-
jtqior to a gmin-elevator. The grain is run frorl-I 
the car to a revolving hopper, i!lrougll an apei-
ture in the bottom of tvinict: is forced a powerful 
blast cf air, ~v i~ ic l i  carries tho grain a certain dis-
tance ?rp a Blorizontal tuk).:. At  intervals in t h i ~  
tuhe arc bends, or horizontal curves, for~ning 
r d a ~ i .  T?lf38erelays act as auxiliary lloppers, a 
fresh blast of s i r  being admitted at  eacli one, 
e.rElir.1-i<::inies the grain to the next higher relay, 
In thi:: way ?he grain mat- be raised to any desired 
height. modidbatioii of tilie device is arranged 
to rai-je grair, fro111 the 1101~9 of a shil, or boat. 
-;'.r:ew method of rnaslufact~lrirlg illuminat- 

ilig-gas fi.o~il crude petroleum co~isists in conduct- 
i~rga stream .>f th? petroleum to a ~noderately 
heatel! rban~i)er,  thereby producing vapor and 
liquid, sncl th'en separately conducting the vapor 
to ~lesonll1oslng-mtort6 heated to a certain tenn-
p~rature,  and a t  the w n e  time conducting tht. 
11quid portions to decomposing-retorts heated to a 
l;ig?i~rtpn~p~ra ture .it-hereby the respective prod 
ticks are d ~ c ~ n ~ p o s e c l ,  and con:.elte~l to permanent 
gas, withol~to v ~ z h ~ a t i n geither portion. 
-An lust ria:^ elect~lcian named Marcus r; 

supplying the Gelman nary with a newly inrentecl 
petroleum-eaglne for torpedo-boats. The engine 
1. s t t  in m o t i ~ n  b, electro-magnptizn~,and is mc)rL 
:miverSul t i la?  a -'tpailr-englne of the Rame ~ I Z P .  


