
to the facts and argurnents I\-hich have been 
brought forward in oppoaition to it. That among 
the greater number of tribes which have been 
found in the loivest stage of savagery, no trace of 
marriage by capture has been discovered ; that 
among such tribes female infanticide is by ilo 
means a conlmori practice ; a i ~ d  that, on the con- 
trary, fen~ale ci~ildren are regarded by their par- 
ents a,s a s o ~ r c e  of \ve;iltli2 througli tlie price 
which they bring for wives, -these and similar 
facts seen1 to prove tliat the custoni, of which 
the zuthor has pointecl out so lnany widely scat- 
tered traces, (lid not originate in any general law 
of social orgaaizaticn, but was, like polygamy, 
pciljandrg, the Xorth Anlericail clan-systein, the 
Australian class-sjstenl, the Hindoo caste-system, 
the Roman paternal autocracy, and the many 
other social arraogei~lei~ts n,llich hare been pressed 
into the argunrent, merely a casual and local cns- 
tom, -one of those numberless cliversities of 
tribal organization, \v.v!iicll, like the tliversities of 
lailgiiage, indicate at once the variety of the 
human faculties and the unity of tire species. 
The collcltision :innounceil Darwin, that ali the 
races of men are clescencied from n coiiln~oilan-
cestry, and that all intierit the ordinary pairing 
ins t i~~c t ,-n-llich, Ilowever pervertetl in occa-
sional instanuer, tnanifests itself clistincily in the 
\-ast majority of conimunities, s:~\-age and civil- 
ized alike, - is one \vhicll %ill doubtless be gener- 
ally accepted in the end, The tt~eorics ~11icl l  
oppose this conciusioi~ c1e;troj- one a~iutller: ancl 
the results of the profou~ide~tscience bring us 
hick to the coinilloil belie; wl1ic.11 l~rer:lilecl before 
tilt: tllcorizers began their \i70rli. H. Har,~. 

THEliterature of the Frelicli revolution wonlil 
in  itbelf co11111ose alibrary, :mcl Jlr,  Morse Stephens 
naturally begins his greface with ail excuse for 
ailding another history to a list n.hich includes 
such iiames as Thiers, Taine, and Carlj-ie. In  a 
masterly survey of his authorities he siior~-s, that, 
since Carlyle wrote, our sonrces of information 
h a ~ ebee11 nlaterially increased ; that a nmiiber of 
Iocai recorcls and personal me!iloirs ha\-c come to 
light ; and he lays particnlar stress on a collection 
of pamphlets in the British museum nliich Carlyle 
found to be inaccessible. Briefly, Sir. Stephens 
has spent untiring labor on tile subject for gears 
past, to the exclusioii of every thing else,' and 
he aims a t  embodying in this volunle the results 
of specialist researches. He notes in this con-
nection the influence of the German scllool of 
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historians, -- an influence, by the way, whicli is 
discernible in the increasing study of parochial 
and diocesan 11istol.y in England, and in tlie rise 
of liistorical magazines and reviews such as the 
monthly Rdvolution Ir'ranyaise and Revue de la 
rdvolutio~z,wltich are entirely devotecl to the 
history of the revolution. 

3Ir. Stephens itltrocluces his work to the Ameri- 
can public in  a separate preface, in the course of 
which he remarks that the example of American 
indepenclence mas a inore powerful ideal with the 
earlier revolutionists, the admirers of Lafayette 
and Franklin, ivl~ile the later leaders sought in- 
spiration froiii the republics of Greece and Rome, 
The Declaration of the rights of man he some-
what mifairly describes as a ' ridiculous fancy of 
the adnlirers of the A~nerican constitut,ion,' foisted 
on the assenlbly by Lafayette. Surely the declara- 
tion breathes the tpirit of Rousseau, and, far-
fetclled and extravagant as it ]nay seein to us, it 
~vr-cstile gospel of the F-rencll revolutioi?. 

Tirhile tlie conHict of king and subject was pass- 
ing into the tj-ratlny of the state, the questions 
raised so varied and. suggestive that the epoch 
forms a lialeido~cope \~-\-hicll can always be riewed 
iu a i;ew aspect. Tlleorists llaci full sway, and 
lnany of those great rnoclern rnovements directed 
against the constitution of society -- nloveine~lts 
which have lately received a new impetus -were 
inaugurated. Sow that it is hiiltecl that democ- 
racy does not imply libert'y, ancl that a new scI~ool 
of .piiysiocrats ' is gro>\~ing up in the stronghoitl 
of inodein cle~~loc~ucy,  it will \)c ~wefolto st11dy 
the experiment:; nladr by laud and labor reformers 
:I cen tnry bnul;. 

Tlle plan of Mr. Steph,eils's >vo;.k is sinlple nntl 
effective. In the prcsent rolunle Ile carries the 
narrative fro111 tlie assembly of the notables tc; 
the tlissolutioil of the collstituent assei~lbly, alitly 
introclncing slretches of i~nporlaat ilepartnlenl-: of 
the subject, snc2i as the court, t'lle army, and the 
church. There is 1x0 .Carlylese ' or inrid color in 
his description. ; but if he cloes not write at 11igll 
pressure, 'flamefully,' he tells his story in clear 
and straightforward Eilglish. Here and tliere oc- 
curs a slove~lly phrase, such as, <'the influerice of 
the parietnent and the afTection ha5 been noticerl 
when cliscussinp " -but the style generally is at- 
tracti-ce by its sir~iplicity and correctness. The 
fall of the Bastile is told unobtrusively. TVe no- 
tice that the celebrated speech, 'Paris has con-
quered her kiiig,' is attributed to Lally Tollendal 
instead of to Bailly, presun~ably on the authority 
of the museum pamphlets. Bailly makes no niea- 
tion of it in  his ' l\Iemoirs.' 

blr, Stephens is, we think, weakest in his esti- A history of the French revolz!tio?s. B y  H .  1 1 0 ~ ~ ~  
SrsPprEss. Vol. i. S e w  Pork, Sc?i b n e ~ ,188%. ]Yo. mate of character. Stutly of Mirabeau's corrc3-



sponclence with I&Jlarck seeins to have 11reji1- 
diced him against the ' moral' characters of the 
revolution, -Necker, Bailly, and Lafayette,-
whom he scarcely mentiolis without a sneer. The 
remoral of the liing and aasenibly to Paris is put 
down to " the extreme vanity of Lafayette, v h o  

T'ILYES'S LEC'TZTRES O S  THE Pk! YSIOLOGY 
OF PLd,%'TS. 

THEREhas long been felt the neecl of a good 
test-book on vegetable physiology in the English 
language, and hence \re heartily we!come the ap- 
pearance of tliis excellent treatiee. The investiga- 

wanted then1 there merely to increase his 0 ~ ~ 1 1tion of the pheno~ilena of plant-gro;vth, nntritioa, 
honor and glory." The starration " gave Lafay- 
ette an opportunity to pose as s a ~ ~ i o r  of the mon- 
archy." In  the nlatter of the suspensive reto, 
Neclier "acted vairiiy ttnd foolishly on the plan 
rrhicli Lafayette hail vainly and foolishly in-
vented." What .was criminal in Lafayette at  the 
Hotel de Castries, it becomes a virtue in Jfirabem~ 
to defend. In  short, Mr. Rtephms feels sonietliing: 
of the rancor vvllich Mirabeau felt 7x-lzen "every at- 
tempt of Mirabeau to unite bimgelf to Seeker ancl 
Lafagette had been spurnecL by those rain and 
conceiteci men." 011 the other liancl, the clouk~le 
dealing of Rlirabeau \;.hen he mas in the pay of 
the court is put down as nlasterly statr:inlanship, 
and his want of principle is almost niadi! a proof 
of his greatness. Srothing is said of tlie clifficnl- 
ties of Lafayette's position, which exposed Iiim to 
attaclr from both sides ; of his cllivalrous loyalty 
to the court, yet sympathy with the popular 
cause ; or of the high opinion entertained of hiin 
by the best conten~porary critics. 

There is inach ne\v ant1 interesting inatter in 
tlre acco~unt of the elections to t l ~ e  states-general, 
and of tlie local cnhier-s of grieranoes. Mr. 
St~pilens i~: a lover of exact detail, ltelh;~ps at  
times overloading his llistory with biogr;zl,hical 
minutiae. There are also sketches of the eronomic 
and financial state of France in conllection n-ith 
tlle vien-s of thr foremost tbinlicrs (to whom the 
evils of the internal clo?~a?~essuggested the tloc- 
{rille of free trade), s l~o~ving of the issue thercsr~lts 
of a paper currency and of the ~vastef-itl systein of 
taxation. The,tlleor.y (p. 176) that the burning: of 
chiiteaux was due to tl;e clesire of tlie copjholtl 
tenants to get possrssionof their court-rolls seems 
a little strainetl to any one who has read con-
temporary accounts; of the conclition of the French 
peasantry. Points made very clear are the un- 
l)ractical character of tile constituent assembly, 
+\,ith its ' theory of irregular verbs,' - the reasons 
\vby it ~ r a 3  left behind by the provinces in the 
n~arch  of ideas, -and the widening gulf between 
the bourgeois and lower classes, especially the 
oziwiers, who suffered from protective trade asso- 
ciations. 

Enough has been said to show tl1a.t Mr. Stephens 
lias produced a work which promises to rank 
among the standard authorities on the period, and 
which will be of sterling historical value to the 
student of modern de~novracy. 

respiration, metabolisnl, reproduc'tion, etc., has of 
recent; years been aln~ost entirely accon~plished hy 
the Gernlans, and the proiuinent part they have 
t:tken in these researches mill be at  once apparent 
to the  reader of Professor Vines's 'ivork. As the 
title indicate?, the volunle is an expansion of the 
author's lectures 011 the subject, and tllefe are 
twenty-three in niui~ber. Yearly ten Fears hare 
elapsed since its prrparation was begun, ill health 
ant1 the pressure of offit:ial duties having retarded 
its publication. 

Lecture I., as introtlnctor>-, treats of the general 
features of the r e g ~ t a \ ~ l e  cell, its cell-wall, and its 
contents, Protocorcus and yenst being used as ~ x -
arllples with refererices to the tissne systems of 
in~~lt~iceilulark~lant$. Then fol10~1- ttxvo clla]>ters 
on the structure and ~)royertirs of the cell, in 
wliicl~are ciisc~~ssed the gro~vth, thic.lrening, anit 
lignification of the mall : its optical properties; 
and its incrusting l~lineral nlntterP, -oxalate and 
carbonate of lilzic. and silica : the proiopla?lnic 
contents and tlre n~i.cle11s ; the vacuole antl tlie 
cell-sap. The inolecuiar ctructrire of organized 
bodies is then considered. An account is gix-enof 

inlhibition,' 01: cnpac:ity of orgarrized matter fur 
absorbing water. The rival theories of Raegrli 
and Strasb~irger are cornpareil ; and the latter 
appears to lie faroretl by tlie nafhor, tl1oug.h 
farfher on in tile book reference is niade to 
Naegeli's lnicellitr h~.~tothesis.111 this co~lnection 
allusion is nzade 1-0 Hale's old expel.iment of put-
ting peas to soak in an iron pot wit11 a leaden 
cover on which was ~ ~ l a c e da ~veigllt of 184 
pounds : tlie force generatetl by i~nbilition was 
sufficient to raise the COT-er and %,eight. Here we 
also find an instruct i~e discussion of the osmotic. 
properties of the cell. axit1 it is 11ointed out that 
substances may be transferred from cell to cell b -  
means of the connecting threads of protoplasm as 
well as by osmosis. 

Lecture IV. is on the ahsorption of water liv 
root-hairs and tlie epide~.mal cells of rootlets, antl 
is full of important inforlnation for the agricul- 
turist. The structure of soils, the action of acid 
cell-sap, which saturates the absorbing organs and 
brings salts insoluble in water alone into solution, 
are described, and numerous analyses of the ash 
of plants are given. The discussion of tlie absorp- 
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