
This is explained more clearly by Professor Clarlc 
than by any other writer in English. 

Utilities are further subdivided, and a different 
lam of costliness is founcl to govern elementary 
utilities from that which obtains with respect to 
form and place utilities. The law of diniinisliing 
returns holds only for elementary utilities. This 
has an important be rring on Malthusianism, for a 
predominance is deruonstrated of those utilities 
which tend to cheapness. At the same time the 
essence of Ilaltl~nsianistu is recognized and 
admirahly stated in these words : I t  '' maintains 
that a retsrrllnz of the rate of increase of popula- 
tion is an ultimate necessity, if humanity is to 
fully enjoy the earth and to perfect itself." This 
is a great improvement on any thing wliich can be 
found in previous writers, and ought to modify 
the teaching of political econom1. Other points 
which must especially interest the professional 
econonlist are the theory of non-competing groups 
and the treatment of non-competitive economics, 
which show conclusively the existence of narrower 
limits to the range of competitive actioil than is 
ordinarily supposed. 

The chapter on non-competitive econoruics is in 
some respects as important as any in the hoolr. 
It demonstrates the fact that the field of non-
competitive economics is increas~ng ; that it ought, 
in the interest of humanity, to be still further 
widened ; and that even now the highest forms of 
rational wealth are disbursed non-competitively. 

The book abounds in valuable practiral suy-
gebtions : but the man of affalrs mill be chiefly 
Interested in the chapters on combinations, the 
ethics of trade, and the econoniic functions of the 
church. The last-named subject is discussecl more 
protonnclly than in any other hook which has 
come under my notice, and the root of the matter 
is touched in the protest against the appeal in the 
forms of church activity to the spirit of caste. 
The author does not h e 4 a t e  to call things by 
their proper names, and throughout he reveals a 
rigor of treatment equal to the strength oi moral 
p u r ~ o s eeeeryt~~heredisplayed. 

More. perhaps, might hare been said about the 
nature of economic laws, which is to no st ecollo-
mists e \en  a dark field : and possibly the terms 
. induction ' and ' deduction ' sliould 11a~e been 
more clearly defined. A great deal of current 
discussion on econo~nic l~letllod leaves the pa~nful  
irnpressioa of sad ignorance in the fundamental 
principles of logic, as understood at  pre eat. 

I cannot either expless unqualified approval of 
what is said in regard to railways. I do not be- 
l i e ~e, as the result of my studies, that experience 
i ~ a s  so far pronounced in favor of government 
control ratlier thsn ownership of means of coni- 

inunication and transportation : and, if that alter- 
native be accepted, Professor Clark fails to show 
the possibility of an exercise of control over such 
powerful econon~ic factors. Experience has never 
demonstrated it. However, this is a subject which 
needs much further discusqion by non-partisans 
xvhose sole purpose is the public weal ; and I close 
this notice of Professor Clark's book with the un- 
hesitating assertion that it is one of the most im- 
portant contributions to economics ever made by 
an American. RICHARDT. ELY. 

PLANT- DISrS'EC'PIOX. 

Hn~dboolc of plul~t-dissection. By J .  C. d R T H U K .  C .  R. 
B.4HNEd, and 3. .\I. COULTEK. KSWY o T ~ .H ~ l t ,1886. 8". 

THIS b001i is a useful guide to the study of a, 

dozen plants of common occurrence, ranging from 
the most simple forms to those of highest organi- 
zation. I t  is modelled on Huxley and Martin's 
' EIen~entary bioIogy.' physioIogica1 details being, 
however, omitted. The introduction gives brief 
instructions as to the instrunleuts and materials 
to hewed, including the simple lens and compound 
microscope ; the chemical reagents employed ; 
section-cutting and the mounting and dram-ing of 
ohjects ; and a list of books of reference needed. 
The gross anatoniy of the plant is first studied 
with the aid of a hand-lensonly, and eubsequelltly 
its minute anatomy explored sx-it11 the compound 
microscope. Outlines are given for the complete 
study of the following forms : Protococcus viridis, 
Oscillaria(niore usually written Oscillatoria) tenuis, 
Spirogyra quinina, Cystopus candidus, Riicro-
spl~aeraFriesii, Narchantia polpmorpl~a, Atrichum 
undulatum, Adiantunl pedatum, Pinus sylvestris, 
Arena sativa, Trillium recurvatum, and Capsella 
Bursa-pastoris. I t  woulcl have been a little more 
convenient for the average student if one of our 
native pines had been selected instead of the 
Scotch pine, though this is quite commonly culti- 
rated ; and Trillium recnrvatutii is of rare occur- 
rence in the eastern states. though for a n j  other 
purpose save the study of its gross anatomy, any 
other species of wake-robin mill answer as well. 
1i useful glossary of terms used, and an index, 
are appended. 

d REVOLTTISG pneumatic cannon, devi*ed i)y a 
\ l7a~1~ii~gton of recentinventor, i.i one the nlost 
additions to the list of destluctive weapons. 
Another recently invented device of a wmilar 
nature is an accelerating projectile, which i.; so 
constructed that a ieries of charges, contained in 
chambers attached to the rear of the project~rr. 
are cxploded in succession, a t  distinct interrals. as 
the ~roj-rctile passps along the tube of the tnnnon. 


