
exception to these figures. He thinlrs that  a very 
large number O F  dogsthat have bitten people, and 
supposed to be rabid, were not rabid, and points 
out several other possible errors in  Pasteur's de- 
ductions. 

THE USSEEDILY WI~AXGLT.:that has been caused 
by tlie Qzta~ter,lyreviezc article on Mr. Edward 
Gosse has greatly excited the literary nlen at the 
universities. Whatever be the merits of the case, 
from this distance we can only see that the vi-hole 
proceeding is derogatory to the dignity of men of 
lilerary reputation ancl cultnre. Journalistic 
quarrels are usually of no benefit and qnestionable 
taste, but it woold be bad indeed if the outcome of 
this one should be, as one English criiic insinu- 
ates, to prove that a t  one university i 4  a profes-
sor who is 11ot a scholar. ancl a t  tlie other, one who 
is not a gentleman. 

Trm sixth session of the Congress international 
des A~nericanists mas lield in September last at 
Tlirin. It may not be amiss to say that the jirc- 
v ~ o n smeetings were held at  Nancy (1873), I,ux- 
emlmrg (LS'i'i), Brusqels (18'70), Madrid (1881), :tad 
Copenhagen (1883). The sixth session would 
have been held last year had not the cholera prc- 
vented. The congress held its meetings in the 
old chamber in the Carignan palace, millere the 
deputies of the Sardinian lringdom held tlieir meet- 
ing, while the capital of that liingdonl remained 
at  Turin. >I. Desirb Charnay opened the real 
b~isiness of the meeting with an addrem complain- 
ing that too httle at,tention was given in Europe 
to the study of Anierican history, and too much 
to that of the east. ' I  LVTThy," said he, " men care 
more for the discovery of a finger of Venns or a 
toe of Bfercury than they do for the finding of a 
whole cilg in A~nerica." He instanced especially 
the apatI~y with which &laudslay's work was re- 
ceived in England, saying that it  took the tlirect- 
ore of the Kcnsington mnsenm three months to 
make up tlieir minds as to whether they would 
accept a monolilh as a gift. 

The first discussion arose on a paper read by JI. 
(h ido  Cora on the Zeni Brothers. The speaker 
delared that the well-known map which goes 
under the name of the Zeni map was the be& au- 
thority in the case. He recognized the Faroe 
Islands in fiislancla ; Iceland in Islanda ; Green-
land in Engronelant ; and portions of North 
America in Estotiland and Drogeo. hl. Beauvois 
thought that the Zeni explored Newfoundland, 
while M. V. Schmidt argued that Engronelant 
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corresponded to the modern Angran~anlant and 
Norway. 

11.Jiminee followed with a very long and de- 
tailed comrnunication 011 the migrations of tlie 
C a ~ i brace. In his opinion, that movement was 
by the llmazon and Orinoco rivers. Then 31. le 
Baron de Bave presented a note by the Xarqu~s  of 
Monclar n it11 reqard to a trepanned skull from the 
upper basin of the Amazon, ancl &I.Pigorini a 
nle~lloir of ;\I. Strol~el upon picture-writing of 
South drne~i,-a. 11. Giossi finally read a paper 
upon coins cf the old and new woilds. 

The next day JI. Schlliidt presented, in hehalf 
of Dr. H. Rink, a paper describing the Eskimo 
tribes of thc extreme west and east. He gave 
very detailed statements of the manners, customs, 
houses, dress, social order, myths, and traditions 
of those tribes. Dr. Rink agrees wit11 Captain 
Hohn, that the Eskimos have occupied the coasLs 
of Greenland on all yicles. 

A description, purporting to have come from 
Xr. A. 8,  Gatschet of the ethnological bureau a t  
\lTa~hinqtori, of the Maja dictionary, was then 
read. Without doubt it is of the greatest impol- 
tance in  the study of t h ~ s  ancient language, ant1 
the decipherin; of the old inscriptions in that laa- 
gtlage. The dictionary, or rather \ocab:~laiy, 
forms part of t h ~  Ca~ter-Brov11 lil~raryin Pro.ci- 
clence The dictionary is in two parts, each form- 
ing a onlall qualto volurn~. Part i. contains the 
Jlayn-Spanish part ;  part ii., the Spanlsb-JIaya 
part. It was probably composer1 between 1590 
and 1600. I t  is nametl attei the mon:lster. where 
the author livecl, &fotul. The author is unknown. 
and the copy in cluestion is not the original manu- 
script, but a copy. According to a somewhat 
nlinlite calculation, it xvas estimated that the pol- 
unte contaiuetl about 15.400 terms. Others have 
thought the number higher. I t  gibes up the 
Xaya tongue as it exiited a t  the time or shortly 
after the conquest. d ~ o t emas p)nsr;eil asking the 
go\ ernment of the United States to publish the 
dictionary at its own expense. The congress soon 
after adjourned, after proLiding for another meet- 
ing a t  Rerl~n ia 1888. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL &,.LVIZ:~~~IAS. 

l 'rm meeting of the Anthropological society of 
Waqhington on Nov. 16 mas devoted to the read- 
ing of two papers bearlng on tlie antiquity of man 
in An~erica. 3Ir. G. K. Gilbelt, clnef geologist of 
the U. S. geological survey, described iuinntely 
the finding of an ancient hearth on the southern 
shore of Lske Ontario, a t  the bottom of a well 
about thirty feet deep. The formation a t  the base 
of which the hearth was discovered is one of a 



series of shore-deposit!; left by the receding ice of 
the last glacial epoch. Mr. Gilbert described 
minutely the manner in which these old beaches 
were built up by moving gravel one after another 
by a series of inverted imbrications or overlap-
pings, and relegated the heart11 in question to one 
of the first of them laid down in this particular 
series, ro~lghly estimating the time at  about seven 
thousand years ago. 

Mr. Gllbert mas followed by Mr. W. J. McGee, 
who described the firding of an obsidian spear- 
head or knife, four inches long and beautifnlly 
chipped, in Walker River Caiion, Nevada. The 
greatest care was taken in removing this find, and 
all the intelligent forethought which a trained 
geologisl could exercise was used to mark the 
exact conditions of the case. Not the blightest 
evidence of intrusive burial or bank veneering ap- 
peared, and JIr. McOee was convinced that the 
weapon was deposited when the stratum contain- 
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ing it, was laid down, the time being approsima- 
tirely that of Slr. Gilbrlrt's find. 

Mr. John Mnrdoch reported at  the same meeting 
the discovery of a pair of wooden snow-goggles, 
like those now used b j  Eskimo to plotect tlie ejes 
from the glare of the bnn arid driving mow, in a 
shaft which his party dug at  the depth of twenty- 
seven feet helom the surface. Mr. &L~~rdoch's d i e -
covery made an interestiug connecting linlr in the 
inteipretation of Mr. Gilbert's hearth, 

Two of these fintls were neolithic of the most 
acltnnced type, and located at  the close ot the lnst 
glacial elsoch : they celta~nly start ten tlrnes more 
questions than they anLwer, 

The national niu.;euln has lately acquired two 
spe~irnensfroni different park of the uorld, which 
introduce a n  element of confnslon into archeologi- 
cal speculationi. Both of them represent the use 
of stone implements of the very rudesl type by 
peoples above savagery. 

One of these specitnens is a tribullcnz, or tliresli- 
ing-sledge, from Tunis. I t  is a low sledge 01 drag 
made of two planks, sebenty inches long, nlneteen 
inches wide, and ten inches thick, turned up 

slightly at  t11e front, and narrowed like a square-
toed shoe. Three stout battens across the upper 
side are securely nailed down. On the under side, 
just where the iiat portion commences, are sevan- 
teen strips of iron, like dull knife-blades, ar-
ranged in two rows quincuncially. Along each 
margin of tlie under side are four similar dull 
blades. All the remainder of the bottom is occu- 
pied with sixteen rows of stone teeth, sixteen in a 
row, arranged quincuncially and projecting about 
an inch. These teeth are nothing but bits of 
jagged quartz, and, if picked up  independently of 
their environment, would hardly be regarded as 
mrougllt by human hands. 

?'he other 'paleolithic ' civilized implement is a 
Spanish Rulluclo~,or grater, frorn British Hon- 
duras. It consists of x plank of hard wood eigh 
teen inches long and ten inches wide, into which 
hare been driven nearly two thousand bits of 
quartz no larger tha.n tiny arrow-heads, only they 
are not chipped in the least, and are less shapely. 

Wlth such material as the Gilbert hearth, the 
&Ic(iiee spear-heatl, the Murdoch spectacles, the 
Tunis tribztlum,and the I-fonduras grater accumu- 
lating around us elery day, the question does not 
seem to be as to the antiquity of man, but whether 
or not archeology will help us in ascertaining his 
pristine condition on this continent. Disniissing 
the tribulum (the stone furniture of one of them 
would stock an African paleolitllic cabinet), me 
have ebidence mllich would satisfy some minds 
that a t  the end of the glacial epoch there lived 
men who built fires, chipped obsidian most beauti- 
fully, and wore snow-goggles, while in the nine- 
teenth century A.D. men were still in the lo~vest 
story of the stone period. 0. T. blasox. 

1I1E' IIEALTB 	OE' llrETTi YORIi DUR~L\'C: 
OC'TOCER. 

TIIE health department estimates that on the 
1st of October the population of the cit! of New 
Yorlc was 1,419,938. Of this number, 2,977 died 
during the month, whiclt \ \as an Increase of "0 
as conlpared \pith September: 1,273 of thef,e 
deaths occurred aiuong cllildlen under five yeals 
of ape. Tllele mas a rnarked reduction oi deaths 
from cliarihoeal diseaseq. The maximum mor-
tality from this caube n as in  the month ot Jnly, 
when no less tlrati 1,332 deaths toolr place ; in  
August this was retluced to 705 : in $c.ptem\,ei., 
to  479 ; and in Octobel, to 234, only about one-
sixth the mortality of July. Fifty-eight more 
deaths are chargeable to consumption than in 
tlle preceding month, although the average for 
October is about that of other monChs of the year. 
But 18 persons died froin scarlet-fe~er, -a small 


