
1'IIE HEALTH OF 2\7EW YORK DURIICTG 

THE nlontll of July has the highest mortality of 
the year, its death. r~ulningup to the startling 
figure of 4,198, an excess of 1,436 deaths oxer the 
montli of June. This represents a daily arerage 
througllout the nlonth of more than 133. The 8th 
of the month mas characterized b~ the greatest daily 
mortality, 240, which has occnrrecl since 18% set 
in, and it is Inore than probable that this will not 
be exceeded durmg the entire twelve nlonths. 
More than one thousand of the monthly increase 
n7as due to diarrhoea1 cliseases : ancl, of cliildrerl 
uiicler fire year3 of age, 1,123 more died than in 
the preceding month. If this fact is borne in il~incl 
in reading the remarks made elseivheie on the 
failure to protide funds for the summer corps of 
physicians to v i s~ t  tlle tenement llouses, the gloss 
outrage of tllis nrglect will be better al?l?reciatecl. 
The snciden antl fearful rise of the mortality 
cnrFes as represented in the c l~ar t  is 1 ery striking. 
It  xr-ill be remembered that in the early part of 
the year the lines of scarlet-ftver and diarilloeal 
diseases were so nearly coiacident that a t  tinres 
tliey could not be clistinguislled, and that atten- 
tion was then called to the fact, that. as sulrilner 
appl oachecl, these lines ~ r o a l d  graclually beparate, 
~ui t i l  in iniclsumrner \%e sl~ould find tliem a t  a 
great distance from each other. That time has 
come : while scarlet-ferer has on no one day of 
July czusecl more than two dea th .  in one single 
clay, the 8tl1, 92 persons succumbed to diarrhoea1 
tliseases. Consunlption caused 439 ileatl~s, an ill- 
creasc of 6 ox er the precetling ~nnntlr; and cl~ph- 
tileria. 133, bnt 3 more than in June. 

July wai a month in wllicli tlie tenlperatnre ditl 
not var) nluch from the average of the past ten 
years. The mean was 74.83" F. During the past 
decade thii  was cxceecled six times. The max-
iniunl was 94" F. Tliis was reached on the 7th at 
3 P.x., and again on tlie 30th at  4 r.31. 111July 
of 1883 the mercury touchecl 93, the highest iince 
1870, Rain fell on thirteen (lags of the nionth, 
but only to a slight extent, except on the IOtll, 
14th, IGth, 21st, and 27th : and the total rainfall 
for the lilonth 1%as bat 2.75 inches, the lowest for 
ten years 7%-it11 the exception of 1881, when but 
1.25 inches fell. 

THE COI'~IJIITTEESOF THE AJIERICAN 
ASSOCIAT~OIV. 

THEreports of the comrnittees of the American 
association were in  general as unsatisfactory this 
year as heretofore, notwithstanding the new rule 
that all committees not reporting should be dis- 
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charged. The usual report in regard to progress 
in obtaining proper legislatior] on the registratio11 
of births, deaths, and nlarrirtges,was made by Mr. 
E. B. Elliott, which amounted to little Inore than 
stating that Mr. Elliott had conferred wit11 serrral 
~nenlbers of congress. No one doubts the clesira- 
bility of such registration in this country, ancl every 
one must hope to see it carried into effect a t  some 
not distant clay. The committee on standarcis of 
stellar ~nagnitndes stated that they hacl receired 
reports of some observations made in coml~liance 
with the requests of last pear ;but, as sonle of them 
are still incomplete, it is deemed best to extend to 
J-uly 1, 1887, the period within whicEi tlle results 
may be receir-ed a t  the Harvard college observa- 
tory. Nothing could be stated by the colnmittee 
on the International scientific congress ; bur the 
conlnlittee was continued, and it is hoped that 
sonle action will be taken at  the meeting of tile 
British associatior] now in progress. The report 
on indexing chenlical literature is referr!>il to 
under our account of the meeting? of that section. 
T l ~ e  committee on the lntcrnational cor1gre.s of 
geologists reported the proceedings of the Berlin 
meeti~rg, and announced a fourth to be held in Lon-
doninlt(E8. It  asked author it;^ to add the naz,:e of 
the associatioil to an inritation to hold tlie ~rex t  
session in this country. The comnlittee 011 ana-
to~nical nomencldure \%-as continued, and Dr. 
Frank Balier mas appointed in place of Dr. Leitly. 
ineligible on accol~int of not being a nle~liber. The 
coirdnittee on lrealth and diseases of plants \\-a,% dis-
charged as haring accomplishecl its object. Tlie 
conlmittee on postal laws in regard to transmis~ion 
of biological specimens through the mails rel;ol,tetl 
with n copy of a petition to the postnlaster-genelsl, 
ancl of a proposetl law which failed to pass the late, 
session of congless. I t  is lateresting tto note iil 
this connection the recent expejieilce of allleiill el 
of the Entomological bociety of Belgiulil, 31. d_e 
Belps, &I.de Selys found it necessary, IT-lien he 
sent to a iriend in An1eric.a some specimens. to 311 
out blanks in triplicate, stating that 11e sold these 
specinlens to his friend in America at  a given price. 
I t  was oiilg after considelable correspondence batah 
and forthwith the autkioritles in Belgiuil~ that this 
method i ras  adopted as the only one by wllicll the 
specimens could be passed through the Aillerlcan 
custom-house. The committee on pllj sics-teacll- 
ing reported that they deemed it desirable that 110 
formla1 report should be made until they con111 
confer u ith a corresponding committee of the 111-
ternational ediicational association. Tlie other 
comnlittees were discharged according to the rule. 
Among the proposed amendments to the constita- 
tion ~ r a s  one substituting the word ' council' for 
the words ' standing committee.' 


