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I t  is my conviction that the liypot~resis ot pan-
genesis, both in its original form and in all its 
sul?sequent modifications, has been definitely set 
aslde. In  its place \ve liace the theory that the 
nature of the germ, l.e., of the impregnated obunl 
of each specieq, 1s the sarne o ~ e rand over, not 
becanie tliere is in each case a srnrilar collocat~on 
of gem~nulesor plastidules, but brcauae the chro- 
matine perpetuates itself, s3 that the sarne 1;irid of 
chronlatine is found in the one generation as in 
the generations preceding it an6 following it. 
The cL7uild i s  like the parents, btcnzise its orgu~ziza- 
t i m  is  reguluterl liy not mer~ly  si?~zilctr.,hut by some 
of tlie suixe, c7~r.on~ccti?ze as  tlint of the pcirents. 
Perhaps, instead of cllromatine we ought to say, 
in order to avoid an unjustifiable explicitness, 
nuclear substance. 

When it is recalled that heredity is one of the 
fundamental phenomena of life, and that hitherto 
we have seen no hopeful way leading to its coln- 
prellensiou, we can under~tand the tlelight with 
wllicll biologists welcome the new theory and its 
rich promises. (31-IAP,I,KS A ~ I N O T .SEDC\\~ICI< 

TITIS is the sixth volutne of the txanslation 
which Rosmini's English disciples have under-
tal~cn to nlalie of his principal writing~, -a 1:tllor 
of devotiori surely, nos only by reason of the rrtere 
pains involved, but in view of tlle probable thanlr- 
lessness of the lznglish-reading public for whose 
satre they are a11 talcen. \Vl:he:i one thinks of the 
mere quantity of labor which Rosmilii accorn-
plislied in his not long life, one callnot refuse to 
him the title of boing one of the very small nnm- 
ber of intellectual giants of the worid. He is of 
tlle race the ~Lri~lot~les, of the St,. Thomases, the 
Leibnitzes, the liants, and t!~e IIegels. The more 
cogitative energy of hini, too, is fully equal t,o 
theirs. Every page he ~vrihes is filler1 xvitli thinlr- 
ing as hard, sul~t~le, and original as tlleirs ; and his 
style is as clear and flowing as theirs is usually 
the reverse. Elis learning is prodigious too. In 
short, lle is a niiracle of intellectual forcet coin- 
pa red with whom a niere reviewer's riiind is as a 
midge against an elephant. 13~1t Kosinini is a 
tletrcl giant,, and t,he revic.wer can have it  Ilia own 
may with him, lteaanse he is alive, and writes for 
reatlers taught by all their 1,ockian and Protestant 
etiucation to treat tile kitid of thing lllat Rosmiili 
represents -tlioro11ghgoing. concatenatecl, and 
sgstclnatic ontologieing antl theologizing by the 
conceptions of principle arltl tern1, suk~stnnce and 
essence and act --as ' scholastic jargon,' antl so to 
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clo.;e their ears. Scllolastic jargon, too, it seems 
to this reviewer; only he has a bad conscience 
about saying it  ~o shortly, and therewith t u r n ~ n g  
Rosrnnli over to the disdain of many of our native 
pl~illstines who at  bottorn are sp~ritn,llly nnfit 
to loosen h ~ s  slrce. The last word has not je t  
been said about scholasticirm. We are all scbo- 
lasticr witl~out kinon-ing ~ t ,  so suie as we talk of 
things arid acts and essence and force. But we don't 
elaborate our scl~olasticisnl. because Locke tauglit 
us that to do so led to no practical use. The 
only practical gain \vhicll accrues to a scholast,ic 
frotn Ilis elaboration of what we all believe, is 
\vhat Ros~nini calls "the experience in himself of 
a lrind of jubilntion an6 felicity, which is so pe- 
c~lliar ns to be unlike any other feeling and to 
belr testimony to its infinite soturce." This is the 
rapture of all i~ltellectual order and llar~nony ; but 
our race mould xvillingly part with it, if only 
thereby it could ltuy a new way of peeling pota- 
toes, or of teaching children Elow to read. SVe 
renounce one thing, scl~olasticis~n anotlier. It is 
not that the distinctions nlade by Xosn~ini and 
ot>her scholastics are false. 011 the contrary, they 
seem for the niost part true. They are one way 
of seeing and naming the facts of life. But they 
are sterile : we can deduce from thern no immcdi- 
ate practical rceipts. To peel potatoes, we t~lust 
loolr at other adpeets of tlle world than snhstan- 
tiality and accidentality and tile distinction be- 
tween imniarient and transient acts. Many are 
the aspects of erery hit of realit:;, and all are 
equally true. Rut  each carries us a different; may. 
By a succession of accidents modern critics and 
men of science have sturnbled on the aspects 
ml.,ich lead to tile ways of foreseeing and hanilling 
yarticnlar 111atcria1 events. Together, these as-
pects forrn the armament of tlie scientific and 
positivistic view of life, :L hodge-podge of which 
we moderns are \.cry proud, but of which, great 
as tlre l)ract,ical fruits are, tlle speculative dignity 
leaves: nrucll to be desired. Mayhe sonie disciple 
of Bosmini ma)- show n path down froin liis 
categories to the practical details of life. It were 
sad that sac11 streilnons and in lnany ways sllclr 
exq1lisii.e tl~iniiing as his sEioulcl he among the 
mere superfluities of human history. IV. J'. 

T r r ~ iis in sorrre respect.; a remnr1r:tble booli, and 
takes its place at once in importance b~s lde  
Grant's ' IIistory of physical astrotlo~ny,' mhich i t  
in a measure snpplenlents. No clearer indication 
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