
of econonlic life as they actually exist, blended 
with the political, legal, ant1 social life. I t  has 
no such abstraction as the ' economic man,' but 
thinks only of nian living in state relations, under 
the bond of law, and surrounded by the influences 
of family, custom, and social habits. Political 
economy is thus not isolated from the other 
branches of social science, but finds a thousand 
points of contact with them. It adds to their 
knowledge, and in return receives froin theln the 
explanation of many of its phenolnena. I n  fact, 
we nlay say that each set of phenomena is inex- 
plicable without some lmowledge of the others, 
and to isolate them is to make each incomplete in 
itself. 

The value of this method of investigalion is 
slrilringly seen in the fnnction which political 
econonly performs in the study of political science. 
That function is a double one. In  the first place, 
political history can never be understood without 
a knowledge of the economic condition of the 
community which me are studying. The feudal 
system was possible only a t  a time when land was 
the principal lrincl of wealth. Aristocratic city 
republics could exist only where the growth of 
industry and comnlerce enabled the bnrghers to 
make themselves independent of the feudal no- 
bility. Absolute monarchy rested on a class suffi- 
ciently rich to pay taxes, and sufficiently interested 
in the preservation of law and order to be willing 
to pay them. Representative instit~~tions arobe only 
when a t  last the indnstrial and commercial class 
was strong enough to assert itself against both 
kingship and land-holding aristocracy. The first 
fnnction of political economy is purely historical. 
It investigates econoiuic life in  past ages for the 
purpose of explaining political history. When it 
gets down to the present tirne, it is purely descrip- 
tive, for the political institutions of different na- 
tions a t  tlie present time are conditioned by vary- 
ing economic circ~mlstances. 

But political econonly lias a second function in 
connection with the study of political science. 
Every state action, every law that is passed, or 
ordinance enforced, or treaty negotiated, has 
economic consequences sonletinles of the highest 
importance. Political economy must here direct 
state action, must say what will be the conse-
quences of such action, and whether it will be for 
good or evil. It can do this only by appeal to 
history, by conlparison of the experience of other 
nations, and by the use of statistics. In  other 
words, we find that the most faithful ally of 
political science is the use of the historical, corn- 
Earative, and statistical nlethod of investigation 
in political economy. 

RECENT BOOKS ON PSY7CHOLOGY. 

WHEN a. very successful E~lglish tianslation was 
made some years ago of Ribot's 'La psychologie 
Anglaise conteniporaine,' it was a matter of sur-
prise that his ' Psychologie Allemande ' also was 
not translated as soon as it  appeared. For though 
we rnay agree with Mr. James Ward, that the Iat- 
ter boolr is in a measure superficial and soinetinles 
misleading, it  is nevertheless the only conlpact 
summary of that psychological activity in Ger- 
many that began with Herbart ; and tliat is tliat 
represented to-day by Professor Wundt of Leipzig. 
We are very glad that it is now put into the hancls 
of English readers. M. Ribot has found that the 
adlance in psychological investigation between 
1879and 1883 has necessitated the rewriting of his 
original work ; and it is from this second E3ench 
eclition that the translation before us is made.' 

This second eclition is without the brief but in- 
teresting chapter on Benelre xvhich was included 
in the first edition, but as compensation it  covers 
the latest discnssion of Weber's law and the more 
recent investigations of Wnnclt. Ribot is very 
clear as to what he means by the German psychol- 
ogy of to-day : he calls it  the ' new' psychology, 
but rather exults than otherwise in the idea of ' a  
psychology mithont a soul.' He describes the new 
psychology tersely, thus : " I t  has for its object 
nervous phenomena accompanied by consciousness, 
finding in man the type most easy of recognition, 
b ~ ~ tbound to pursue the investigation through the 
whole animal series, however diEcnlt7' ($3. 8). This 
is explicit enough surely, but has a strange sound 
to the student of Englisli psychology, who is ac- 
customed to the discussion of problems which the 
Germans, sinceKant, have relegated to a separate 
branch of mental science called erken~zt?zissthe-
orie. 

For the older sclloo! of psycbologists, &I.Ribot 
expresses what we may best designate as respect- 
ful contempt. " We owe to it good descriptions, 
excellent analyses ; but its work is done. Its prov- 
ince now is simply details, shades of meaning, 
refinements, subtilties " (p. 3). This is, in its way, 
exquisite, and is one of the many passages in 
which M. Ribot implies that Locke, Leibnitz, Berke- 
ley, Hnme, Reid. Stewart, and Hanlilton can be 
called psychologists only by historical courtesy. 
With this narrow conception of psychology we are 
not going to quare l  : we merely point it out as 
the key to understanding &I.Ribot's excellent 
accounts of Herbart, Lotze, Fechner, and Wundt. 
Nowhere else are their investigations and teach- 

' Germa?~psychologgof to-day:  the emnpcri~al school. i?y 
?'a. RIBOT. Tr. by T. M. Bsldmin,  B. A., with  spreface by 
James RlcCo8h, D.D., LL.D., Lit. D. New Yorlr, Scrzb?~e?,

RICHB~ONU S ~ ~ I T H .,,,, p. 



ings brougl~t togctller so c:le:~rly ant1 so coii~pnctly 
3s i i  this little 1,ooIc. It  slloul(i 1)c in t l ~ c  11antls 
of every st~iclent o f  ~~sycl~ology,t~ntl no st o f  it \\,ill 
nl)l~c:il cveil to rc:~tlcrs w l ~ o  :we witllont spcci:~l 
~~hilosol)l~ic::~ltraiilil~g. Of the tr:~nslation we c:in 
sj)e:~lc cordi:~lly, but not enthusiastically. I t  is 
cle;lr nntl accurate cnongll for all l)mctical pur- 
l'oscs, tl~ougli morct attention to literary for111 
would 11:~vc iu~l)rovcclit. The unpardon:iblr, 1:~cli 
of :my index to s11o11 n boolr as tllis slioulcl he 
remedied witliout fail, if :t secontl eelition is eircr 
called for. 

Dr. McCos11's new hoolc would undou1)teclly in- 
cur &I. Itibot's condclnriatiori ; for wliilc rccogniz- 
ing tl~c: \vorlr of tlie new scl~ool in invcstig:iting 
the rc1;~tions of ~nincl and brain, ill measuring t l ~ c  
d~lration of ~)sychic :icts, ctc., it vicms peyc:llology 
fro111 t l ~ c  olcl-school stanel-poiilt. I t  is rcfrcsllilig 
to reat1 a booli so cle:tr, so cnntlitl, nrld so sclf-
cor~fidcnt;nntl, cvcn wllrn t1is;lgrccing :.\,it11 the 
positions of the aut l~or  inost coniplctcly, we can- 
not witlll~old our adiiliration fro111 his vigor of 
tl~ought mid cxl)rc~ssion. This boolr is tlic fiilnl 
expression of I'rctsidcnt llcCos11's well - linonrl 
psycllologicnl views. I t  is 1)ascd oil l ~ i s  :ic:ltlclnic: 
lectures, nncl is a and dognlatic direct, s i i~~l) le ,  
presentation of liis systcin. Dr. JlcCosl~ tlocts not 
beat around the 1)1lsll. I-Ic tlefincs the soul as 
' d  that sclf of wllicli every one is co1lscious" (p. 1); 
self-consciousness, as " tho po\vcr by \vl~icli we 
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cognilivcx ])o\vc:rs, resc:rving his trc;itnient o f  tllc 
inotivc powers for :ii~otll(~r vo1ul11t:. 'rlliy we 1101)e 
will I>(: issnotl before long, itlid C\II:LI)IC~11s to view 
c~~tirc! vcme~.:al)le :~utllor's psyc:liologic-:11 tc.;~c:l~- t l ~ c  
ing. W11t:n the llistory of 1111ilosol)lly in A1noric:a 
co~ncsto bc \\,ritten, it  will l)e fountl, t11;1t, right or 
wrong liiii~self,110 o ~ i c  Ilas contril)i~totl so i1111(:11, 
or givt~n sucli :ti1 ini1)11lse, to tllc study of pl~ilos- 
opl~y ancl l)syc:llology in this country, as tlie dis- 
ting~~islicdpresident of l 'r in~cton. 

Of Mr. Jones's ' Huui:~n psychology ' ' we need 
not say inuch. I t  is principally :L coinl)encl of' 
ot l~cr  persons' views in otllcr l)crsons' words. I t  
is not unsltilfully put togt>tllcr, but cannot cxpcct 
rccognitioii as an origin:~l or indcl~cildciit trc1:ltisc. 
I t  is of no use to tllc traiilecl p1lilosol)l~ienl te;icl~cr, 
ancl :L lloor u1:musl to rccon~ineiid to an u n l r ~ i ~ i c d  
stutlc11t. - - .-- ~ 

IZR.G~t.z~mnhas recently tlcscl~ibecl, in t l ~ e  
l'mnsactions of t11e Vienna tlic rcs~llts ac<aclt~n~y, 
of ol)scrv:itioiis intlicnting that eyeless :~ninlals arc 
scilsi1)lc to light. I11 n 110s tlivitlt?tl into colnpart- 

tnlrc c:ogi~iz:~nce of sc?lf as acting ; say, as tl~inlri~ig 
or feeling, :IS remcmberii~g t l ~ c  past or nnticipat- 
i ng  the future, as l o v i ~ ~ g ,  "fci~l.ilig,ancl r(~s01ving 
(11. 2). MTc 11:~vc: ii~tuitivc: cviclcilcc of tlic esiet- 
cmce of tllc soul (p. 7). " I t  is not tllc cx;wt or 
full truth to say that I fccl an external ol).jec:t, or 
that I Ilnvc an itlc;~ of it (wllicll I inay llnvc \vl~cii 
it is not present), or tli:~t T al~prcl~cntlit, or 11avc 
n notion of it, or 1)clievc in it : t11c correct cx1)l.c~- 
sion is, tliat I I~avc knowlctlge of it, or t11;1tI 
cognize i t"  (p. 20). Tllesc are Dr. iIIoCos11's postn- 
lates, :lnd on tilcin his systcii~ is built 1111. We 
l~clicvethat it is collerent, but tliat it is not scieil- 
tific. Its f~uld:~nicl~t:ds arc assumccl, not proven. 
I t  is a systein that will not :~llow t l ~ c  question, 
' IIow is linowlctlge possible?' to be raised. I t  
follows Itcid micl 'Ian~ilton in aasu i~~ingtlic 
famous distinction of prirn:~ry mid secoi~d:~ry 
qualities witliout mecting the arguii~c~nts of ncrlre- 

n~cnts, and caul~ furnisl~cd wit11 tn.0 opci~ings, lle 
tlistributccl ccpi:~lly a nuil11)cr of cartll-worrns. 
One of tllc openings in cac l~  coiul)nrtment lie 
ol)scurccl or conconletl, and exposctl thc box to 
tlic liglit, cxnmiliing t l ~ c  wonlls froin t i n ~ c  to 
tinic, and atltling new ones cvcry Sour llours. 15y 
repeated observ:~tions 11c found tlint tlioy sl~o\vcd 
a clccidt~cl tciit1enc:y to \vithclr;~w to tlle c1;arlter 
parts of l l ~ c  conlpartmcnts, only forty out of n 
total of two liuntlrctl :tiid fifty rcitiaining in the 
liglit. 1Ic also stuclictl the iiiflr~encc of diflercnt 
rags upon tlicrn, :mtl fount1 theill s~~scel)til)lc to 
tlic tlilTcrciit colors. TVllcn tlic ol)c~niiigs \vcxrc 
covered wit11 blue n i ~ d  rctl gl;iss, tlley ui:~~lilestcd 
:L i11:~1.1cedprcferc1ic.e for t l ~ c  rrtl light. 

-Mr. A. Sanson, in an :~rticle in a rcccnt nllm- 
l)cr of tllc 12ev1ie scicnti'qz~e,stiates, t l~a t ,  fruln n 
coinl~arisonof :~ninl:~l alld ste;iln ~)o\vcr, in I'rancc 
at  least, t l ~ c  former is tllc C ~ ~ C : L I ) C ~u~otor. 111tllc' 
cor~version of cliei~~icalto ~nccl~anicalenergy, 
ninety per :ag:~instcciit is lost in tlie ~nacllil~e, 
sixty-eiglit in t l ~ c  :irlin~al. IIc fincls t11:lt tllc 
stenin horse-power, co~itr:~ry to wlint is gencrnlly 
bcslicvcd, is often materially uxctetled by tlic 
I~orse. Tllc cost of tri~ction on tlie klontparnasse- 
Baetille line of rai1w:by 11e fouutl to be for each 

ley, ]<ant, and S1)encer. Yrt  we fully i ~ c l i ~ ~ i tcar, daily, fifty-sc~vcii francs, \vllil(: the saiile work 
that it is far easier to fintl fault wit11 Dr. 3lcCosl1's 
system as a whole t l ~ a n  to r c ~ l a c c  it. I'crllaps 
tlie time has not yet co~llc for building a conlplctc 
system of psychology on the new basis. 

Ln this book Dr. McCosh deals only with the 
1 Psychology: the cog~li t iue pouse?s. B y  JANW M c C o s ~ ,  
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done by tllc horse cost only forty-seven frm~cs ; 
and he l)c4icves, tliat, for ~nodcr:rtc powers, the 
conversion of chcn~icnl into niec1l:rnical energy is 
more econornicnlly ctrected tl~rougli ariiii~als than 
tlirougl~ sten~ii-engines. 

1 r i z ~ n t n ? ~pa~clrolo{/y: (c7~ i?ltrorluctio?a to y h i l o s o l ~ ? ~ y .  
I3v E .  JON&S,A. nI. NOW York ,  Bake? (L- ?by lor .  


