
certainly going to great extrenles to say, that, 
"without this definiteness of idea, 110 l i n o m l c d ~ ~  
of the slightest value can exist." However, no 
11ar1n would probably be done by this excess of 
what is certainly in  itself a merit, were it  not 
that the constant endeavor to insure tlre student's 
good grip of 111s tools throns into the background 
all considerations of elegance, and often inter- 
feres v-ith nnity of treatment and a harn~onioas 
developrllent of the subject. In  theye fentuies, 
professor Aiinchin's work leaves nluch to be de-
sired ; but its conlprelleilsiveiless, the fuli~ess and 
clearness of its explanations, and its rich~less in  
examples, nralre i l  extremely T aluable both as a 
text-book and as a morlc of reference. Its use-
fulness in the latter capacity has been irlcreased 
by the addition of an alphabetical index. 

THIS work is the selentll in the series of 
' American con~monwealths,' now in couise of 
publication under the editorehip of 3Ir. Horace E. 
Scndder. The author, wllo is already known to 
the readers of Science, is a n a t i ~ ~ e  California ;of 
and his work, as he llimself tells us, has been a 
labor of lote. I t  deals hut slightly with the early 
history of the country. hen it was under tiex xi-
can rule, but takes up the subject a t  the time 
when our government was seeking to gain posses- 
sion. This was in 1846 ; and the work closes with 
the final cstahlishinent of order in the state in 
1856, thus covering a period of ten years. 

The work is properly divisible into t r ~ o  parts, 
the first treating of the conquest of the country 
by the United States, and the second of tile politics 
of the state itself after the war was over. The 
retiewer is obliged to say that the boolr lras grave 
faults of style and treatment, particularly in the 
earlier part. The style is verbose, and the chap- 
ters that tieat of the conquest are carried to such 
a length that few persons will have the patience 
to read them through. 

Nr. Royce, like most other people, regards the 
Mexican war and its accessories as little creditable 
to the American nation ; though, of course, he 
recognizes the good results that have actually 
flowed from it. He thinks, too, that we might 
have got California by peaceful means, or a t  least 
with the con~ent  of its inhabitants, it we had pnr- 
sued the right course ; and that we failed in this, 
he thinks is due to the misconduct of some of our 
military and naval officers. He is specially severe 
on Captain FrBmout, ,vhom he regards as mainly 
responsible for the fighting that occurred in Cali 
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fornia, and consequently for the animosities and 
race-hatreds that it engendered. 

In the fou i t l~  and fifth chapters, the author 
treats of the ' struggle for older ' bet:% eel1 tile law- 
abiding citizens on the one hand, ancl the crilninal 
eiernents on the other. Congrees having neglected 
to provide a pernlanent terlitorial governnrent for 
C'alifornia, the people met of their own nlotioil in 
the autumn ot 1849, and organized as a state, 
which Wac: soon after admitted into the union. 
'CVhen this had been clonc, llower er, tlie struggle 
with the larviess eleilleiltz of society was only just 
hegun ; and it took seren yeais longer to ieduce 
the whole state to an oideily condition. The 
causes of the long conti-ilnance of social disoider 
were, in Jlr. Ro) ce's opinion, t n  o, - the general 
cense of irresponsibility due tv the innl~t ion of a 
crowd of foitune-hunters ; and tbe animosity of 
the ilnlerican settlels towald the Mexican inhabit- 
ants on the one hand, and foreign~rs on the other ; 
to which we mould add the political incapacity of 
the JIexlcan inllabitants themselves. 

I11 his last chapter the author treats briefly of 
the land question in California. When our got-  
ernment took possession of the country, tlleie 
mere many tiacts of land the o~vnelship of which 
was doubtful, and this would h a ~ e  caused nlucl~ 
difficulty in any case. But our people saw h t  to 
treat the ouneiship of all tracts as clonbtful, and 
compelled the landholders to pioxe their titles in 
the couits as a prerequisite to having them recog- 
nized. Tire coui ts, h o w e ~  er, sustained the vested 
rights of the proprietors ; and Mr. Royce thinks 
that the mhole histoiy of California "has illus-
trated tne enoinrous vitality of fornlally larrful 
071-nersh~pin land." 

ACCORDIXGto official statistics. it appears, 
says the Journal of the Society of arts, that on 
the 31st of December, 1881, 582,131 persons were 
engaged in manufactories in Italy. Of these, 
219,844 were spinners (69,447 being children) ; 
77,779, weavers (13,628 children) ; and in piinting 
lS,499 (618 children) were employed. In 1876 
there were 229,538 wearers who woi1,ed at their 
own homes, chiefly in  Sicily, Sardinia, Calabiia, 
Apulia, and the Marche of Ancona. 

-ATuttcre states that during the present sum-
iner a u n i ~ e ~ s i t ywill be opened at  Tomsk, in 
Siberia, the first of its kind in this pait of the 
Russian empire. At first it will consist of two 
faculties, -an llistorical-philolog.ica1 one and a 
physical - mathematic. I t  already possesses a 
library TT it11 fifty thousand books, a very taluahle 
paleontological collection, presented by Duke 
Nicolaus of Leuchtenberg. 
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