
paratus cmployeil in the examination of air for 
micro-organisms, by Dr. Percy FranBlancl ; and 
a remsrkable collection of gems, b r  Mr. Bryce 
Wright. Photographs of celestial phenonlena 
and ~nicroscopic sections of clevitrifiecl rocks were 
exhibited in  the lirne-light-lantern, and (lemon- 
strated by 1Ir. Norman Lock~er ,  Xr. Conlmon, 
ancl Mr. Rutley : ancl tile United telephone com- 
11any had established tel!ll~orarg communication 
with the Sax-or theatre, a here ' The Jfikaclo' mas 
being performed. 

The annual meeting of the Marine biological 
association was held on June 8,  Professor Huxley, 
the president, in the chair. The council's report 
mentioned a srnall increase in  the number of 
members during the year, and the progress that 
has been made with the plans for the new labora- 
tory at  Plymouth, which \x~ill he coinincnced 
immediately. I t  is hoped that it may be in work- 
ing order by the autumn of next Fear. BIuch 
interest is taken in it by the residents of Plymouth, 
one of ~ ~ ~ h o n i ,  the council of the hearing that 
association were contercplating the omission, for 
pecuniary reasons, of certain desirable features in 
the building, has generously offerecl to proricle the 
fire hunclrecl pouncls necessary for the purpose. 

A large arnount of valuable zoological work 11as 
been recently carrier1 out by the Liverpool marine 
biology c o n ~ n ~ i t t ~ e ,  was somenrliich established 
t i ~ oyears ago. The shallo\v water off the coast 
of North Wales and ronncl the Isle of >fan has 
been systeinatically exploiecl v i t h  the dredge, 
with the following very g~atifying results : 
n-hereas only 270 species of marine invertebrates 
were known from this ne~ghborllooct before 1833, 
913 species are recorded in the report of tho 
Li~~erpoolcommittee. Of these. 235 were not 
prexionsly known in the locality ; 1G are new to 
British seas : vr~iiile7 species and 3 sarieties are 
new to science. W. 

London, June 14. 

THE Lackarvanna institute of history a n d  
science, recently founded a t  Scranton, Penn.. has 
taken steps for the purchase and preservation of 
the two great glacial pot-holes found in the Lacka- 
wanna valley a t  Archbald. An illustration of one 
of these pot-holes mas publislied in Science for 
Dec. 19, 1884. The second one has not yet been 
cleared out, but willbe cleared by the Lackawanna 
society. These 11oles are described by Professor 
Branner in  his recent paper upon the g1aci;ttion of 
the Wyoming and Laclcawanna valley. 

-The destruct~ve effects of poisoning by phos- 
phorus are narrated in a paper read at a recent 
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meeting of the Ohio state medical society by a 
physician whose practice has been large in one of 
the most extensive match-factories of that state. 
He finds that the heacl of each match contains 
about a seventieth of a grain of phosphorus, and 
that the injurious results of the process are most 
marker1 among those who worliin the dipping and 
packing rooms. The affection is a disease of the 
bones of the jaw knonn as necrosis. In sorr~e it  
appears within two gears after they enter the 
factory ; in  others its appearance is Inore delayed. 
Operatives w-it11 unsound teeth are the most sus-
ceptible. He recommends that only persons pos-
sessing sound teeth be employed in these two 
rooms ; that thorough ventilation be pro\ idecl in 
all parts of the factories ; that the operatives he 
not permitiecl to eat their meals within the factory 
or nit11 ?oiled hands ; and, finally, that month-
washes of the alkaline carbonates be freely used. 
-0. P. Jenliins v a s  elected, June 23, professor 

of biology, ancl curator of the museum a t  DePauw 
university, Greencastle, Ind. 

-The Sa?zitariulz records an instance of flies 
actingas sanitary inspectors. In  one of the rooms 
of a residence in an eastern cily, offensive odors 
n-ere detected, but their exack source could not be 
located. Thecarpets were raised, and a carpenter 
engaged to take up  the entire Boor. At this. 
moment a friend TT-ho chanced to come in, sug- 
gested that an appeal be made to the instinct of the 
fly. Two blue-bottles were brougbt from a neigh- 
boring stable, and tile doors and windows of the 
room closed. The flies soon settled upon one of 
the cracks in the floor, and, when the boards were 
rnised a t  this po~nt .  a clecomposed rat was found. 

--The Japanese disease beri-beri, or kakke, is 
now regarded as a contagious disease, having for 
its cause a microbe. Theinfection enters through 
the intestinal canal, and locates itself a t  this part 
of the econonly. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
,*, Co?res,iond~?~tsa r c  reqzcested to  be a s  brzef a s  z~ous?ble. The 
zonte?.'s ? ~ a n ? e  zs in all cases rpguarpd a s  ~ r o o f o f f f o o d l a i t h .  

T h e  flight of the flying-fish. 

THEquestion, anlong naturalists with whom I have 
been associated, as to whether or not the flying-fish 
flaps its mings during its flight, was at firqt a great 
surprise to me. J ly  years of sea-service, without 
hearing a single doubt upon this point, had been ex- 
cltlsively among seafaring men, who are generally
positive : naturalists seldom are. Nevertheless, asso- 
ciation with the former teaches one that their ' opin-
ion ' on a subject is, as a rule, a confirmed belief. 

In the region of the Cape de Verde Islands, whero 
a very large species of flying-fish is abundant, it is 
easy to observe the beating of the creature's wings ; 


