
thing seemed ready, especially as the Kana-no- 
ka i  (the Kana association) was already in the field, 
and making the urgency of radical reforms in the 
mode of writing a familiar idea to everybody. 

The Roman alphabet nlovement originated prin- 
cipally within the University of Tokio. The first 
meeting for the purpose of organizing an associa-
tion to carry on the movement was called on Dec. 
2, 1884, a t  which seventy persons were present. 
The work of organization mas completed early in 
the following January. A committee of forty, 
including several well-known foreign scholars, 
was then appointed to draw up a scheme of trans- 
literation (adapting Roman letters to our sound). 
As Japanese does not contain any very peculiar 
sound, this task was comparatively easy, although 
it  was not until after some heated discussion that 
the committee could come to a decision. The 
committee, wisely it seems to me, seized on what 
was already in rogue, - for of course Japanese 
had been written with the Roman alphabet before 
this,-and fixed it into a convenient and simple 
scheme. The systenl adopted is very much like 
that of Dr. Hepburn, the venerable American mis- 
sionary who published some years ago a Japanese- 
English dictionary. With the completion of a 
transliteration scheme, the Roman alphabet aseo-
ciation, or Ron~a-ji-kai, as it called itself, was in 
fair working-order. Its publications, setting forth 
its objects or explaining its scheme of translitera- 
tion, were cast broadside. The association was 
received with enthusiasm, and was a great success 
from the first. In  June, 1885, -that is, six months 
after its organization,-its members numbered 
2,904 persons; in December of the same year, 
6,202 persons ; and a t  the present date of writing, 
the membership is ahout 7,000. These belong to 
all parts of the country, and are from every 
station in life, from cabinet-ministers to story-
tellers. In the first meeting, held in December, 
1884, t'here were present only 70 persons. In the 
general meeting, held in January of the present 
year, the large Central hall of the Engineering 
college in Tokio was filled. At least 1,200 persons 
listened to interesting addresses made on that oc-
caslon by Count Inouye, the minister of foreign 
affairs, and by the Hon. F. R. Plunkett, the Eng- 
lish minister in Japan. The aesociation publishes 
a n~onthly magazine, named R6maji Zctsshi, and 
distributes it gratis among members. I t  contains 
essays on all sorts of subjects by well-known 
writers, besides the transliterations of extracts 
from popular books. In it the entire practicability 
of writing Japanese with the Roman alphabet has 
been demonstrated. The association is also having 
a Japanese dictionary compiled. 

Some of the newspapers make a practice of 

printing a small part of their issue in Roman 
letters, and thus aid in familiarizing people with 
it. In  some provinces local societies have been 
organized to cultivate the use of the Roman 
alphabet. 

The movement is likely to make its way fastest 
among scientific publications. Already the Tokio 
physico-mathematical society publishes its pio- 
ceedings in the Roman letters. 

Stupendous as is the task which the Roman 
alphabet association has before itself, its friends 
are sanguine that it mill accomplish its purpose. 
The prospects are very favorable in every respect. 
For instance : the Department of education some 
time ago sanctioned the teaching of English i n  
primary schools. The lrno~vledge of English, of 
course, implies the knowledge of reading and 
writing Japanese in the Roman alphabet. Let the 
Roman alphabet be taught in public schools, and 
in a generation or two \ye shall have acconlplished 
the desired reform. If the change were toward 
any thing very difficult or disagreeable, it might 
be hopeless. As things are, h o ~ ~ e v e r ,  the pros- 
pects are ~ e r y  bright. 

From the first, foreigners hare been in favor of 
the movement, and have furnished some very 
useful and active members. *4ltogether several 
hundred, including diplo~na$ists, editors, mission- 
aries, teachers, scientific men, are enrolled in its 
membership list. The association has also received 
pleasant recognition abroad from newspapers and 
societies. Conspicuous among this stands the 
action of the London philological association. At 
the meeting held Dec. 18, 1885, that learned body 
passed a resolution of sympathy with the Roman 
alphabet movement in Japan, moved by Dr. Fur- 
nisrall, and seconded by Professor Skeet, the 
president, and Henry Sweet, the philologist. 

The Ronlan alphabet association has thus ac- 
coulplished a great deal in one year of it,s exist- 
ence. As in  all similar undertakin~s, it suffeis 
from lack of funds. This alone limits the sphere 
of its activity and usefulness. I<. M~TSUKCRI. 

T o k ~ o ,Api-11 23. 

THE AIIIERICAhT CLIR'lfATOLOGICAL ASSO-
CIATIOIV. 

THE third annual meeting of the American 
climatological association \<-as held a t  the College 
of physicians, Philadelphia, May 10 and 11, Dr. 
William Pepper presiding. The opening address 
of the president was devoted to the subject of the 
distribution of phthisis in Pennsylvania. The 
president reviewed the results of ~ imi la r  investi- 
gation by Dr. Bo~vrlitch in Massachusetts. Dr. 
Boxvditch had found a remarkable correspondence 



to  exist in Blassachusetts between the death-rate 
froin phthisis and the danipness. Dr. Pepper had 
conducted a s i n ~ ~ l a rinrestigation in regard to 
Pennsylvania by nieans of a series of qnestions 
addressed to physicians throughout the state. Tne 
answers received r e r e  sornemhat meagie and ml- 
satisfactor?, but were sufficient to show certain 
reinarkable facts. Tile relation h e h e e n  pht1~i.is 
and dnn~pness \\as not so clearly sho\vn as in 
the case of Dr. Rowditcll'a investigaticn. As a 
general rule, the counties of high elevatioii ant1 
sparse population made the best showing. The 
most stri1;iag fact, h o w e ~  er, was the renlaikahle 
corlespondence betmeell the aieas of least death- 
rate from phthisi, and the areas of standing hem- 
loclr : they seemed to he allnoit exact l~ coter- 
minate, i n  tho>e towns n~he ie  the nlortahty n as 
found to be lo~v, tlle cleatll-rate u as ~ncrensed in 
those parts which lay along rixels and in swampy 
regions, and wheie the cellars of the houses 
were damp. The direction of the prevailing n inds 
seemed to h a w  no bear~ng upon the arnount of 
phthisis. The op~nion of the physicians addressed 
in regard to the influence of heredity in l~hthisis 
appeared to be almost unanimons, only 7 out of 
94 denping it. 

Dr. A. L. Loomis read a paper upon the effects 
of high altitude on cardiac disease, in which he 
reported several cases of rarlous carcliav dis-
orders, where a sudden change to a high altitude 
seemed to hasten the fatal erent. The doctor ad- 
~ o c a t e d  extrelne caution in malting such changes. 

Dr. I. H. Platt of Brooklyn read a paper upon 
the physics and pl~yeiological action of pneuinatic 
differentiation, the purport of which mas that the 
action of the pneumatic cabinet was similar to 
that of compressed-air apparatus, and that no 
more medicated vapor or spray can be carried into 
the lungs with the aid of the differential process 
than without it. The autlior believed the benefi- 
cial result of treatment by this rnethod to be due 
to the reduction of congestion by the increased 
atmospheric pressure in the lungs and by the 
strengthening of the thorax by exercise, as R-ell 
as to modified nutrition consequent upon the 
changes in the respiratory and circulatory func- 
tions. 

Dr. Roland G. Curtin contributed a n  interest- 
ing paper upon the subject of Roclry Mountain 
fever. The fever conlnlences with a chill, and a 
rise of temperature to 101 or 102, without the 
remission of typhoid. The skin is ilrj-. The teni- 
perature may fall suddenly and rise suddenly. 
Quinine seems to be powerless. Deliriunl may 
occur, but it is not usual. There is no definite 
duration to the disease, and its tendency is to 
recovery: the absence of fatal cases prevents a 
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kaon ledge of the pathology. The question seerus 
to be unsettled, ~~~11e ther  it is a separate disease, 

or a light form of typhoid. 


X verr important paper was presented by Dr. 

C. C. R~ce,  * '  Horn the therapeutic .r alue of our 
mineral waters may be increaqed." The fact of 
so many patients golug to the Euiopean s l j i in~s  
to the neglect of the I\melican 1s partly the fault 
of the lnecllcal ~irofess~on iA1tlli, country, and 
partly the fault of tile om7ners of tlie springs. 
Xinericans are less acquaintetl \\ it11 our own 
springs than with those of Eu~olie. I t  is important, 
that, ~f tile 11aters are used a t  all, they should he 
used intelligently. The g e n e r ~ l  hygiene ihoulil 
be under the cl~rection of a 11113 s~cian. 

One of the factors which go to nlalce the Euro- 
pean watering-places famous is tlie mental eYect 
of the T igorous course of training there in1 rogue. 
Contrasted with this is the social life a t  haratoga 
and Richfield springs. People go to Carl~bad, not 
for fashion, hiit for the naters. The habits at 
the European natering-places are simple. Ameri-
can springs should be more thorouglll> ~ n ~ e s t l -  
gated by the profession, and tlie ~ r a t e l s  cliould be 
given tllelr proper place in the ~natel ia  medica, 
He offered the following suggestions in regard to 
the det elopment of our springs : 1. Anal) ses of 
the waters should be niade by coinpetent chem- 
ists ; 2. Clinical investiqation of the waters should 
be nlacle by pl~gsicians ; 3. Caie should be take11 
to select tlLe special spring adapted to the case ; 
4. A careful histoiy and diagnosis of the case 
should be sent n ith the patient to the local physi- 
cian ; 5. More rigorous ~liscipline should be en-
forced ; G .  Patients should be conlpelled to abstain 
from fashion and social dissipation. 

Dr. Dicliina read a paper upon the health-resolts 
of llexico. His paper was based upon com~nuni- 
cations froin Jfexican physicians, wllicll mere 
somewhat contradictoly ; but the facts seemed to 
be that the c l ~ n ~ a t eof Blexico v7as naturally 
fa\orable for the relief of p l~ th i s ;~ ,  but its bene- 
ficial effects were offbet by its la~nentable lack of 
sanitary arrangements. Another drawL)ack to 
the clinlate is tlle great difference between the 
temperature in the s~uislline ancl in the shade. 

The southern a4dirondaclrs' was the tltle of 
Dr. E. F. Bruen's contribution, who was a wairn 
a d ~ o c a t e  of Blue Xountain Lake. This lake is 
surrounded by pine-forest, and the air is so pure 
that no dust is 3 isible in the branls of sunligl~t. 
But little rain falls in the winter. 

Dr. J. H. Blusser discussed the question of the 
prex ention of phthisis ainong mill-hands, and ad- 
vocated the extension of tbe plan adopted by the 
Willin~antic thread company, of supplying the 
mill-hancis with wholesome and nutritious focd, 



which the experience of this company has shown 
to be advantageous froin a financial as well as a 
humanitarian stancl-point. 

Dr. Dana discussed the relation of high altitudes 
to nervous disease?. He had investigated the 
subject by means of questions addressed to phy- 
sicians in various elevated stations, and arrix ecl a t  
the follow~ng conclusions : choreiforln manifesta- 
tions are increased by high altitudes ; nervousness 
and irritability are also increased; nervous monlen 
especially ale rendered mole nervous ; the x~eight 
of opinion seems to he that old age is not pro- 
longed by altitude ; epilepsy is not increased, 
sometin~es the patients improre ; insolnnia is 
usnally benefited, often cured ; the gouty cliathesis 
is not helped by the change. 

The officers for the coming year are, president, 
Dr. Franlr Donaldson of Baltimore ; 1st rice-presi- 
dent, Dr. V. I. Bowditch of Boston ; 2d rice-pres- 
ident, Dr. R. G. Curtin of Philadelphia ; secre-
tary, Dr. J. R. lTTallrer of Philaclell~hia. 

PROGRAJIJIE OF T H E  IXTERI\~ATIOLYAL 
PHILOJfATfIIC COSGRBSS. 

THE International philonlathic congress, hav- 
ing for its object the discussion of com~nercial 
and iudustrial technical instruction, and o ~ e n i n g  
Sept. 20, 1886, has arranged the following pro-
gramme of questions for discussion : I. General 
questions : Present condition of commercial and 
industrial technical instruction in France and 
abroad ; domain of this instruction ; importance 
due it ; its influence on the economic, commercial, 
and industrial cond~tion of the country ; general 
view of an organization of technical instruction ; 
preparation for the various branches of this in- 
struction ; action of the state, general councils, 
rnunicipahtios, chambers of comFerce, consulting 
chambers, syndic chan~bers, and private corpora-
tions ; on the establishment of schools of technical 
instruction ; on the elaboration of their methods 
and courses of instruction ; on their government ; 
on their financial organizat~on; to what extent 
should technical instruction be provided with a 
general and uniform course? to what extent 
should it have special courses appropriate to the 
necessities of each district ? what position should 
be allotted in the different scliools of technical in- 
struction to general instruction? ~\-llat proportion 
is to be allotted to theoretical and what to practi- 
cal instruction? relations among themselves of 
similar schools of technical instruction, with a 
view to common action respecting all general 
measures intended to aid their development, and 
assure their prosperity ; concerning their represen- 
tation in the superior council of teclmical instruc- 

tion ; periodicity of the congress for technical 
instruction ; place and state of the next congress. 
11. Special questions : organization of commercial 
technical instruction, first degree (elementary 
commercial instruction), second degree (more acl- 
vanced comnlercial schools), advanced degree

ad^ anced commercial studies) ; organization of 
industrial technical instruction, first degree (work- 
men), second degree (master workmen and fore- 
men), advanced degree (engineers) ; preparation 
and admission of the pupils ; instruction by the 
master ~vorknlen ; apprenticeship ; schools ; laws 
andregulations, courses, and methods ; theoretical 
instruction and practical instruction ; instruction 
in clrawing ; n~anua l  labor ; staff of aclministra-
tion anti instruction ; councils of administration 
and improvement ; buildings and material ; plans 
and distribution of the buildings ; instruments and 
material for instruction ; libraries ; commercial 
museums : industrial lnuseunls ; financial organi- 
zation ; fellowships ; scholastic excursions and 
expeditions ; travelling fellowships and resident 
fellon-ships abroad ; finding places for pupils after 
graduation ; places and salaries ; compli~nentary 
courses of tecl~nlcal instruction ; courses for ap- 
prentices and adults ; public lecturers. All in-
formation relating to the congress may be had of 
the general secretary of the Philomathic society 
a t  Bordeaux, Eugene Buhan. 

\VE hare received a panzphlet of fifty-one pages 
on the Pennsylvania boroughs, which may interest 
some of our readers. It is written by William 
P. Holcomb, and forms one of the studies in 
historical and political science published by the 
Johns Hopkins un~versity, the fourth series of 
which is now uncler way. The author begins with 
an account of the introduction of the borough 
system uncler Willianl Penn, and then slcetches 
the history of some of the leading boroughs, and 
conclucles with a description of the borough sys- 
tem as ~t now exists. This niethod of local gov- 
ernment is only found in three American states, -
Pennsyl~ania, New Jersey, and Connecticut, -
and citizens of other states haxe some difriculty 
in unclerstanding what a borough is, and wherein 
it differs from a city. According to Mr. Holcomb, 
the difference is mainly one of size, ten thousand 
inhabitants being required, under Pennsylvania 
laws, to constitute a city, while a borough need 
not have more than a few hundred. Then a city 
in  that state has two representative councils, 
while a borough has only one ; and these two 
points, with a few clifferences in names, seem to 
be the only distinction between the two kinds of 


