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FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1886. 

COMJIE'Nl' AND CRITICISN. 

THE CO~IIRIISSION APPOISTED to investigate tlle 
1arious scientific I-~ureaus of the government has 
stibmitted a partial report on tlle result of its 
labors, and has draughted a bill restricting the 
work ancl publications of the geological survey. 
Briefly, the measure provicles, that, after June 30 
next, no nioiiey shall be expendecl except tor the 
collection, classification, ancl proper care of fos~ils 
and other material; no money is to be used for 
aleon ontological morlr or publications, nor for tlle 
general discussion of geological theories. The 
surrey is to be prohibited from compiling or 
preparing for publication monographs or bulle-
tins, or other boolrs, except an annual report, 
~ 1 1 i c h  shall elnbrace only the transactions of 
bureaus for the year. All collections of minerals 
,ind otner material now or hereafter to be n~acle 
by the survey, and not needed for the current 
work thereof, are to be deposited in the national 
museum. The wc rlrs whose publication is dis- 
continued may be published by tlle authors a t  
their own expense, who are to  be allowecl to 
coppr~gllt their material. The secretary of the 
interior is empowered to sell all the laboratories 
and other property now in use by the geological 
survey which shall no longer be needed after the 
passage of tlle proposed bill, and the proceeds of 
the sale are to be turned into the U. 8. treasury. 
The bill provides that all printing and engral ing 
(tone for the geological survey, coast and geodetic 
survey, and hyclrograpllic o&ce of the navy de- 
partment, and tlle signal bureau, shall hereafter 
be estilnatecl for separatelj-, and prepared i n  
det,~il for each of the said bureaus. The full 
repolt of the co~nmission on the other bureaus is 
expected this week. The members claim that 
t h ~ r e  11aq been great extravagance practised in 
the publication of works by the geological survey, 
ancl they propose to stop these 'reckless expen- 
ditures.' The report of the coiumissioners is 
unclnimous in their action on the bill reported. 

This report will be received with n~ucl l  regret 
by scientific men. The effect, so far as it pertains 
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to the U. 8. geological surrey, shoulcl the bill be- 
come a law, will be most disastrous, crippling, if 
not alnlost entirely destroying, the s u n  ey's useful- 
ness. Such sweeping ancl radical rneasiwes seen1 
ill-advised. The causes that have lecl to the result, 
it is not hard to cliscover. Personal errors in other 
branches of the government surveys, and the 
exertions of a number personally opposed to the 
present management, will hare placed the s u n  ey 
in a position fro111 which it will be impossible to 
recover in  Inany years. JJTe do not need to repeat 
the argument, except to emphasizeit, that national 
aid in the publication of many scientific 1~orks is 
absolntely necessary. In  Europe such facilities 
exist in endowed scientific societies that do not 
exist in the lJnitecl States, and will not for many 
yeais to come. Thc result simp!y will be that 
such morlrs will not be publieheel a t  all, and 
science will be 50 much the loser. Pern~issioa t o  
copyrigllt the worlrs published a t  the expense of 
the author will only evoke a siilile on the part of 
scientific men. One can imagine the danger 
lilrely to accrue to the author of a thousand-paged 
quarto on tertiary vertebrates, from his work be- 
ing ruthlessly stolen, and issued in cheap paper 
form. The worlr of the geological survey has 
been nlanaged honestly : no accusations whaterer 
have been sustainecl against it. n'either can 
charges of extravagance in general be urged. 
The snrTey has perhaps grown to be too extensive ; 
but the evil by no means calls for such se17ere 
pruning. Asicle froill argunlents which u ill ap- 
peal to scientific men, it must be borne in mind 
that the survey can best justify its existence by 
furnishing valuable results to the miner and the 
farmer; and these results can only be reached 
when the evidence of all pertinent branches of 
investigation are available. 

ABOUTA YEAR AGO much interest was talien 
in the discussion of requisitions for aclrnission to 
colleges, when it was known that the faculty a t  
Narvard llacl taken action in favor of recomnlencl- 
ing a sound course in laboratory study of chemis- 
try or physics as an alternative for the adlnission 
requirements in Latin or Greelr. A second step 
in this direction is now talren in the report of a 
coiilrnlttee of the board of Harrard o~erseersto 



that body, in which the following vote is recom-
nlended among others : .'That, in the opinion of 
the board of overseers, it is advisable to permit a 
scientific substitute, in accordance with the terms 
of this report. to be offered b>- applicants for ad- 
nlission to the college for eitlier Latin or Greek, 
one of these two languases a1~~~aq.s being required." 
The terms here referred to are substantially that 
the scientific substitnte must be a real ecli~i~alent 
of thc old language course in amount of time 
needed for it, and ainount of training gained 
from it, and that this demands more than a .text-
book ' and ' memory ' study. The four n~embers 
of the conlmittee who present this majority re-
port consider the scientific substitute above 
referred to as recomnlended by the college faculty 
an adequate one: a minority report f ron~ one 
member still maintains the need of Greek for all. 
Favorable action inay therefore he expected from 
the overseers. 

TIIE GREAT SUCCESS of the free lectnres re-
cently given at Colunlbia college by Professors 
Boyesen and Butler -applications for tickets to 
t l ~ esecond course numbering over two thousand -
emphasize a point in university work that has 
been long and persistently orerloolred ; that is, 
the duty of the university toward the people at 
large. Our colleges and universities depend, for 
success and support, upon popular interest and 
encouragement. They are continually in want of 
money, and always desirous of attracting large 
numbers of students. A large endowment, pro- 
vided it be judiciously administered, and a large 
body of students, constitute a successf~~luni-
versity. Of course, the test of numbers is of 
itself of snlall value ; but the college rvith n 
thousand students can create more enthusiasm, 
exert a wider influence, as ~vell as find work for 
more instructors, than a college having only three 
hundred nanies on its roll. The test of numbers, 
then, stands not so nlucli for itself as for what it 
implies and represents. But these two conditions 
of success-inoney and students -might be 
made lnuch easier of attainnlent were the rela- 
tions between the unirersities and the people 
closer than they now are. As a rule, the college 
professor is looked up to as a useless sort of in- 
dividual, who knows a great deal, but whose 
Imoxvledge is of a shadowy and unpractical 
character. Our professors are too prone to give 
encouragement to this opinion by shutting them- 
selves up within the four ~valls of their studies 

and class-rooms, anti producing no results of their 
labors that to the non-collegiate man seem practi- 
cal. Persistelre in this isolation n~us t  ~-realren 
the nnire~sity, and cut it off from the 7 erg 
sources of its support. The university should 
have some nlessagp to the outside world that is of 
a less formal a11d abstruse character than that 
usually locked up in memoirs and the transac- 
tions of learned societies. For this the lecture- 
hall seeins pre-eminently fitted, and through it 
can the university find tbat contact with the peo- 
ple that it so inuch~~eeds. Especially in our large 
cities, and by the staff of instructors in our larger 
universities and colleges, is this plan feasible. 
For years the Johfis J-Iopliins university has gi-c-en 
courses of lectnres on semi-popular subjects, and 
with great success ; and now Columbia, in an in- 
formal sort of may, is trying the sallle experi- 
ment. Perhaps the great interest of the subjects 
of the courses that have already been given there 
-' The tendencies of contemporary literature " 
and 'Education as a science '-have had much 
to do bvitli the great success of the Colnnlbia lec- 
tures ; but we are fully convinced that a large 
variety of subjects, both literary and scientific. 
are capable of being treated by university pro- 
fessors in a way that x~~ill only attract larqe not 
audiences and be an educating influence among 
the people, but also bring life and strength to the 
unirelsity itself. 

THE APEIL BIEETIl\'G OF 1BE I\~ATTO~\~~~L 

ACADEJII' OF SCIEi\JCEB. 

THIRTY-SIXEnlenlbers attended this year at the 
spring meeting of the academy, and found TVas11- 
ington in its most charming vernal dress. If we 
except the xisit of courtesy made to the President 
of the United States, the only social incident of 
importance was a reception at which the nlem- 
bers of the acadeiny nlet the members of the local 
scientific societies for which TVashington is justly 
celebrated. 

The academy d~termined by rote not to con- 
sider the nominations that had been made for 
nlenlbership, so that no new members were 
chosen. The expiration of Professor Agassiz' 
term of oEce as foreign secretary created a va- 
cancy ; ancl, as he declined re-election on account 
of ill health, Prof. Wolcott Gibbs was selected to 
succeed him. Gen. N. C. Meigs and Profs. S. F. 
Baird, G. J. Brush, C. A. Young, E. C. Pickering, 
and S. P. Langley mere elected to the conncil. 
and the renlaining officers held over. 

During the past year the go-reinnient has made 


