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practical ~iianual of ' Astronoaiical work for 
amateurs,' the ail11 of T V ~ I ~ C ~ J  be to help the will 
possessors of limited instrumental means to turn 
their attenlion to astrononlical researches of real 
scientific utility, special attention being directed 
to the comparatitely new fields of spectroscopy 
and celestial photography. The bool; xvill be pnb- 
lishcd by Aiessrs. Longil~aiis& Co. Mr. Ol~ver, 
in the mean time. illr ites suggestions fro111 prac- 
tical ~ ~ ~ o r l i e r s ,  which muay be sent to  hini a t  Loch- 
winnoch, Scotland. 

-' jou1n:rl' (Cincinnati, S. A. Eass-The ~r~eatlrer 
Jeq  is the title of a new m7eelrly paper to be de- 
voted to the general rneteorology oi the easter~l 
Gnited States. illustrated by tri-daily charts of 
tlre rllovelnents of the atmosphere and the distri- 
bution of atmosplleric pressure and temperature. 

-The %vealth anrl richness of the illustrations 
of 3ir. I. C. Russell's 'Recent glaciers of tlie 
United States' (:.'iftll annual report, U. S.geol. 
surv.) \vould alone give his work ralue. but they 
serve only to eirlbellisll 1~1lat ~vithont them is a 
very interesting treatise. Some of the engrarirrgs 
of &iouats Shasta ancl Dana are especially strik- 
ing. One is surprised to learn of the extent to 
wliicl~ glaciers occur in the Unitecl States through- 
out the northern Sierra Kevada a11d Rocky monn- 
tains, while in the Cascade ;\lonntains are numer- 
ous ones, flowing through narrow defiles aiicl 
over precipices, ancl, as tlle author says. by no 
nleans unrvorthj of coniyarison with tlle ice- field^ 
of Switzerland and Sca?dinavia. In  Alnslra the 
catalogue is still further extended, erllbraclng 
numerous examples of alpine glaciers as iiiagnifi- 
cent as all?- in the world. 

-Professor Chamherlin's paper, in the 'Fifth 
aimual report of tlle U. S. geological survey,' on 
artesian wells, is one that cannot help but be of 
practical r a l ~ ~ e .  I t  was the author's aim to in- 
clude in convenient form such information rela- 
tive to the qualifying conditions of artesian wells 
as magr be capable of brief, general statement, 
and inay seein to be serviceable alike to cit~zen, 
driller, and geologist ; and lle has ericlently suc- 
ceecleci. 

-Ronze novel ancl interesting applications of 
instantaneous photograpliy to the stndy of the 

of tile lleart ancl intestines llare 
celltb been ~l lade by Dr. 11'. G-. Tllolllpson. 
Photogi-aplis of rabbits', pigeons', cats', and frogs' 
hearts were nlade in tlifferent stages of systole and 
cliastole, showing tile action more cleal.ly and ac- 
cnrate13, tllall is possible by otller metl,ods, 
addition to the value of such in physiological 
teaching, the most practical alq)lication of the 
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ilietliucl n ill bc the ,Ilastration of the clianges in 
the for111 of the heart and intestines produced by 
clrugs ; ancl the :luthor believes tlie process maj  
be f~irther exteiiiled to  tlle study of the rontrac- 
tions of tlie stomacl~, blr-~dder, and d i n p l i m g ~ ~ ~ .  
and other 7-iscaertr. 

LETTERS TTO TIXI3 EDITOR. 

*** Cori'espo?ide?lts are reciuesfed to  he: a s  brief a s  possible. I h c  
lcriter's Izuene is  i n  a11 eases ~,cyzrz?cd a s  p ~ o o J o f g o o d . j a i l 1 ~ .  

Ti l e  t r ade  in sp l~r ious  Mexican antiquities. 
A KOTR s~ipplenle~itaryto my paper on XIexioan 

pottery, published in your issue of Feb. 19, may be 
of interest to a nun~ber of readers. 

The fradulent specitnens referred to reach this 
country in two ways, -through the agency of 
tra.r~ellers who purci~ased them in ilfexico, and 
through traders who ship them to New York in 
large lots. From recent observations I have reached 
the concl~~sion that tilere are now in tlle collections 
of this country specimens valued at many thousands 
of dollars, yet which, since they are fraudulent a i~d  
in every way vicious, are not worth the trouble of 
hreaking up and casting away. Peru is hardly less 
fully rrpresented, as the factories in that couittry 
have been at work for a number of years. 

The detection of modern work is in many cases a 
difficult matter, bat in others a decision is easily 
reached. With reference to the Peruvian frauds, it 
rnay be taken for granted that new-looking speci- 
mens are new, and, besides, that inany old-appear- 
iny pieces are new. If exterior appearances are not 
sufficient to satisfy the collector as to the age of 
suspected pieces, let him hreak some very narrow- 
necked vessel, either of the light terra-cotta colored or 
of the black --are, and he will probably find that the 
inside is innocent of any stain of age. 

I may add that objects of stone from both of t,hese 
countries need careful insnection. 

L -- - -  

W. M. H ~ L ~ I E S .  
\Vas2lingtou, D.C. 

T h e  anachronisms of pictures.  
The articles of Professors Holder and Lockwood 

(Scieizce, vii. 280 and 248) remind me of what I saw 
many years ago in one of the ladies' magazines, -a 
picture of the enlbarkation of the Pilgrims fro111 
Delft Haven, with steamships at anchor in the bay. 
An enterprising artist ! -only about two hundred 
years ahead of his time, and the picture probably 
'drawn by our artist on the spot.' C. 0. 

Homer, N .Y. 

I s  t h e  dodo a n  ext inc t  b i rd?  
I t  is very improbable that the dodo has been fou11d 

ill the Samoan Islands, alive or fossil. I t  inhabited 
the islands of ~ ~ ~ ~ iand B~~~~~~ the Indian ~ 
Ocean. The bird alluded to  by 1,fiar,~ ~ ~as still 
living in Samoa is probably the Diduncnlns, a speci- 
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men of which I w7ell remember in the collection of 
Sir Willia~rl Jardine, the falnous ornithologist. Sir 
William thought tile Didunculus was allied to the 
dodo and the pigeon, W. S. Suitro~ns. 

The camp, Snnningdale, Feb. 29. 


