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The traditions of the present tribes, as well as the 
archeological evidences in connection with its 
discovery, all attest its great antiquity, As corn 
is supposed to be a natire of this continent, its 
discovery under these peculiar circumstances will 
aid in throwing considerable light on its origin 
and history. 

HEALTH OF A7EW YORK DURING FEB-
RUARY. 

OR' the opposite page will be found a graphic 
representation of the daily mortality in the city of 
New- York for the month of February, together 
with certain meteorological data for the same 
period. The cleaths are those from all causes, 
those from a few of the prominent causes which 
are constantly at work in all populous centres, 
and those of children under five years of age. 
These statistics are furnished to Science through 
the courtesy of Dr. John T. Nagle, of the board of 
health. The large number of those who die after 
having just commenced to live is a striLing fea- 
ture bere, as it is in all reports of mortality. That 
the number is as low as it is, is accounted for by 
the few deaths which a t  this season of the year 
are caused by diarrhoea1 affections ; for seven 
days in the month there having been no deaths 
due to this form of disease, and in eleven days 
only one death each day, while the highest was 
but two cleaths. When the spring has fairly set 
in, and the warm days appear, we shall expect to 
see this condition change, the disease assuming a 
more prominent place among the death factors, 
until, during the intense heat of the midsummer, 
it will overtop them all, and carry off its victims 
by the scores. Scarlet-fever was, during the n~onth,  
a little more active as a cause of death than the 
diarrhoea1 d~seases ; and yet the difference mas so 
slight that the lines representing the mortality 
from these two affections cross each other repeat- 
edly, ancl often coincide. Consumption occupies 
the rnost pronlinent position in the diagram, -a  
disease which has prevailed in all colnmunities for 
ages, and which has been the subject of as much 
study and experimental research as, perhaps, any 
disease tvhich affects the human race, and yet one 
which still raxages the world, and appears only 
in a slight degree to be amenable to treatment. 
Much has been done by sanitarians to point out 
the influences under ivhich it thrives, and the 
means to be adopted to lessen its prevalence ; and 
it is more than probable, that, if the advice nrhich 
has been so freely given were to be put into prac- 
tice, the number of deaths would be greatly re- 
duced. 

The lneteorological data are obtained from the 

observatory in Central Parlr, through the kindness 
of Dlrector Daniel Draper, Ph.D. The instruments 
from which these observations are made are placecl 
fifty-three feet above tlie ground, and ninety-seven 
feet above the sea. The daily mean humidity is 
obtained fronz readings talcen a t  seven A.x. ,  two 
ancl nine P.M. The 'rainfall ' recorded on the 4th 
as . l O  of a n  inch was in  reality 6 inches of snow ; 
the .01 of an inch on the 6th was also snow, which 
fell to the arnount of one-quarter of an inch, 
These, as is usual, have been reduced to water, 
and so recorded. February will be rememberecl 
as a month in  which the thermo~neter fell to a 
very low point, -4' F. on the 5th ; while on the 
previous day it mas a t  0°, and on the 6th but three 
degrees a b o ~  e that point. 

RdILROAD TRAI\;SPORTATIO:\: 

XR. I~ADLEY'S It isbook deserves high praise. 
clear, scholarly. ~vel l  written, well arranged, tem- 
perate and impartial, and yet vigorous and out- 
spolren. Pt supplies a need which Mr. C. F. 
Adams's boolr on railroads filled with great, even 
though incomplete, success, for matters as they 
stood ten years ago, -the need of a compact dis- 
cussion of what the railroad problem is, and what 
it means. I t  gives a brief history of the growth of 
the railroad system, points out the l?roblenis ant1 
el-ils that are now before us, and cliscusses the 
solutions and remedies. There are excellent 
chapters on the railroad experience of other coun- 
tries, and abundant references to the literature of 
tlie subject. The book may be strongly recom- 
mended, both to those who are specially interested 
in railroads and the railway problem, and to tlle 
general reader who wishes to inform hii~lself on 
one of the most ilr~portant of public questions. It 
is much to be \vislled that studies of this lrincl 
should Ire reacl, and not only read, but bought, 
We have by far not enongb of intelligent and 
careful investigation of our industrial and political 
problems ; and it  is a regrettable fact that the publi-
cation of such investigations has not been found, 
as a rule, to be profitable to the publishing-houses, 
not to illenbion the authors. The g r o ~ ~ - i n g  inipor-
tance of such questions, the arousing of public 
attention to tllem, the increasing nxuiiber of 
thoughtful nlen who wish information, ought to 
give a widening circle of readers of boolrs like Mr. 
I-Iadley's. 

The irlost important conclusion n~2iich the reader 
who approaches the problem through this book 
TI-ill reach -the conclusion which enforces itself 
on anyone who gives intelligent study to tlie snb-
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ject, but which, unfortunately, has inlpressed it- 
self hnt little on the public mind--is, that there 
is no one solution of the railroad proble~u, and no 
one remedy for the e ~ i l s  x~hich exist. The 1~1ob- 
l e~ t lis a vast and colnplicated one : in truth, there 
is not any one problem. There are a number of 
clifferent pro1)lems : and it is not the least of the 
inerits of this hook that it clearly distinguisl?es 
them. P e r l ~ a l ~ s  is the the best part of the bool; 
discussiorl of the most diff~cnlt of theill all, -the 
question of railroad-rates. .\Ire €ladleg- n>alres 
a plea, ul~ansmerabie in its essentials. ill favor of 
the much-maligned and nluch-abnsed principle of 
cilargirlg ' what the traffic will bear.' 

Some thlngs we have learned on these prob- 
lems ; bnt a great deal Inore ~ r ~ u s t  be learned, ond 
learned chiefly from experience, before the rail- 
road sjstern settles down into a permanent form. 
For exalnple, it is pretty well agreed, even ill this 
land of non-interference, that gorernrnellt rcgula- 
tioii in some form is deslra'r~le. hlrltost evelj 
state In the nnion has its railroad commi5sion. 
But hou7 far public interference s1,all go, is qnite 
an ope11 question. There are those who believe 
that it  s1,ould go far. and that the tendency is and 
shonld be toward eventual state ownersllip ant1 
lllanagement. German ecollomists have acloptecl 
this r ien pietty generally, ancl they have follow- 
ers in tlris country. They nlay be right ; hnt ex- 
perience up to the present time is by 110 means 
clear in f a ~ o r  of their view. Mr. Hadley, in his 
chapters on the railroacl experience of European 
conntries, ancl especially in his concluding chapter 
on the resnlts of state railroatl ~ilanagement, S~IOTI-.; 

that, e len in continental Europe, the question of 
state ra~lroads is by no settled.~ i ~ e a n s  On15 in 
Prussia is state managenlent an eitablished iact. 
and apparently a snccess. But In Prussia the con- 
elitions are peculiatly favorable ; and even there 
the future 111ust be awaited, before me can judge 
of the sjstem. How far pul?lic regnlatior can go 
nncl onght to go in this conntry, a t  the prese~lt 
tirne, is still more an open question. JIr. Hadley 
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rnust corlfess that this seeins to rile to he over- 
straining the iilatter. TVhether one considers tlle 
theory to be false, depends very much on what 
is one's conception of it. Correctly stated. the 
theory of Ricardo and of ' ort'nodou' econon~ists, 
simply s q s  that, g i ~ e n  snch and such !)reinises, 
such and such co -elusions follow. If the prem- 
ises do not correspond to facts, the tlleory does not 
apljly. Perhaps it 'breaks down ;' hut does it be- 
conle .false in theory'? No cloubt the premises 
corre511ond, in  important respecti, to facts, in a 
less degree in the case of railroads than in altoobt 
any other branch of industry. The theory, tileu, 
fail5 to apply in a correspontling degree, and n e  
rnust approaclr the econoniic problem froni other 
points of ~ i e \ q .  But Mr. Hatlley hin~self points 
out that the tlleory is hy no means ~vithont its 
lorce and application, e len in railroad matters. 
He tell5 us in one place that, "where the profitq 
of an existing concern are high wongh to tempt 
it, a colnyetitor ~vill  come into the field" (11. 10:3), 
and refers to the West shore road as a conspicu- 
ous instance. Ancl elsewhere he tells us that 
~ v l ~ e n  of TTJisconsin, by the Potter the legis!ature 
lam, fixed rates a t  unremunerative figures, rail- 
road construction stopped, facilities on existing 
roads coultl not be liept up, and the state was com- 
pelled to repeal the law. '.The la~vs of trade 
could not he riolatecl with ilnpunity " (11.135). Are 
not these applications of Bicardoan laxi~s, a t  least 
after some rough fashion? No doubt we cannot 
sol1 e all economic prol?lems by these laws, and no 
doubt, in soiiie directions. the de~elopment of in- 
dustry in rnodern tirnes requires us to apply then1 
more and rnore cautiously. Bnt me should. not 
t'lerefore throw thein entirely 01erboard, as if 
they did not yield us ally help a t  all. 

But this is a question mllich interests chiefiy the 
econo~nic4tudent : and perhaps, after all, it is only 
a qnestion of choice of language. There is no 
ground for substantial difference with what 31r. 
Hadley has to say in his chapter on competition 
and combination. There, and throughont the 

evidently believes that a federal iail~oacl cou~n~is -  bool;, are the marlis of thorongh stndy and clear- 
sion is pretty sure to conie in the fu-tnre, and be- headed thinlring. F. W. 'I'auss~c. 
lieves it to be desirable. E;nt he does not conln~it 
himself as to the extent of the powers it should 
liave, a:though he presents strong rea5ons for its 
haring, a t  least a t  first, only ad~isory,  and not 
judicial or administrative powers. 

In  his chapter on con~petitioit ancl comhmation, 
Mr. I3adley expresqes strongly his opinion that the 
econo~nic principles which apply to most foruis of 
production ancl trade do not apply to rallroatls. 
In  fact, he says that the laxi- of competition, as 
laid down by Ricarclo ancl his follow~ers, is 'false 
in theory,' so far as railroads are concerned. I 
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Reiseeril~?ter?cllyen cc?cs A l g e ~ i e n  ~ ~ n d  Von Dr. W.Tunis. 
KOBELT. Frankfurt-anl-Xai11Diesterweg, 1835. So. 

IT is curious to contrast this ponderoixs and 
thoroughly scientific work of a German plrysician 
with that of the vivacious Monsienr Melon, which 
we noticed some time ago, -the one so chatty and 
superficial, the other so dull and accurate. \Ire 
read tile Frencl~maa's book, and cast it away mith- 
out the slightest thought of erer looliing a t  it  


