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COIMME,~~'AAW CRIl'lClSril. 

THC ENGLISH JOURNALS contain an abstract of 
ail interesting paper read before the Statistical 
society, on Feb. 17, by Dr. W. Ogle, on "Suicides 
in England and Wales in relation to age, sex, sea- 
son, and occupation." Tlie proportion of suicides 
is 72 ailnually per million persons living. The 
suicide-rate increases rapidly nntil after nliddle 
life, but, in the more advanced age periods, again 
cliniinishes. The maximum rate is in the 53-63 
years period, wlien it reaches '731 per million. 
The male rate is far higher than the female, with 
the exception of the period between 13 and 20 
years of age, when the female rate is slightly in 
advance. The occupations in which suicide-rates 
are lowest are those wbicli iiliply rongh manual 
labor, carried 011 mostly out of doori. The occu- 
pations witli tlie highest suicide-rates are those 
which are sedentary, like the learned professions, 
aud also wcll as notoriously lead to intemperance. 
As regards farmers, suicides nearly doubled in the 
two years 1879-80, when agricultural distress was 
most acute ; and simultaneously witli this rise in 
tlieir suicide-rate there was a corresponding rise 
in their registered bankruptcies. The amount of 
suicides varies with the seasons, forming a regular 
annual curve, of which the ininimum is in Deceni- 
her, and the maximum in June. The commonest 
inethod of suicide is hanging ; then follow in order 
drowning, cutting or stabbing, poisoning, shoot- 
ing. Women, however, select drowning before 
hanging, and poisoning before cutting or stabbing. 
Women take any poison indifferently : men choose 
painless and sure preparations. The choice of 
lnethod is also affected by age, the young showing 
a comparative preference for drowning, poisoning, 
and shooting; by occupation, illen preferring the 
instruments of their trades ; by season, drowning 
being avoided in cold months. 

AIR.W. A. DUNlias contributed an article on 'h 
local weather bureau' to The present, a rrionthly 
periodical published in Cincinnati. He contends 
that the signal sen ice needs more observers, more 
stations, more frequent localized weather fore-
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casts in less ambiguous language, and better 
means of diffusing their predictions ;and, further, 
tliat the predictions as received from Washington 
should be open to amendment by competent ob- 
servers in the various districts of the countr), 
wlio have the advantage of seeing the local con- 
ditions, and being experienced in the peculiarities 
of their region. The suggestions are worthy of 
attention, as they come froin a writer in sym- 
pathy with the success of the weather bureau, and 
not from one of tlie numerous irresponsible and 
ignorant critics of the service. Tlie attempt to 
carry out some such plan as here suggested is to 
be made by the meteorological department of tlie 
Cincinnati society of natural history, that was or- 
ganized last autumn. Its progress will be watched 
witli interest. 

RESTRICTIOKS RECEKTLP proposed,HAVE been 
limiting the liours of instruction in philosophy 
for students in the Austrian gymnasia. JIost of 
the instruction in psychology, logic, and ethics, 
in German gymnasia, where it is still retained, is 
poor, traditional, and along tlie old-school ruts of 
Herbartism, as an inspection of the many scliool 
manuals shows. In tlie liaiids of many university 
professors, philosophy is degenerating in Gel,-
many. The historical methods so in vogue a 
decade ago, are still attractive to many students, 
but co~istantly less so ; while tlie interminable 
changes rung on Kant's familiar problems have 
well been called tlie pure survival in ~noderil 
forin of scholasticisn~, till the cry is already lieard 
from extreme iieologists, that, instead of going 
back to Kant, he must be forgotten, if acadeniic 
pliilosophy is ever to liave a needed regeneration. 
Many students have become so practical tliat they 
cannot hear the word 'philosophy' without a 
grin, so current have become caricatures of its 
nature. The new scientific inethods it has as-
sumed may yield gradual amelioration of this 
state of affairs. 'Systems ' should be left to decay, 
and nletaphysics be seen to belong to science no 
less tlian to philosophy. One special object or 
result of philosopliy is to make nlen uncertain 
where they once thouglit they knew. If young 
men are so taught that the great open questions 
wlience flow all intellectual interests are closed 



up, they had better b11o~v no pliilosopllj a t  all ; 
and those instlwctois who use their clepaitnlent 
to establish certainties in those u~at teis  where the 
most honest and wisp men differ, ale they who 
haae brougllt it into its piesent disgrace. Tlle 
same problein is sure, sooner or later, to arise In 
this country. Trustees and other college authori- 
ties are already begiilning to ask whether, in  the 
conlpetitiorl of nlanr fiesher and more vital in- 
terests, our old phiiosopliical cllaiis cannot be at  
least reconstructed, and be made inore practical 
in an ethical way. I t  is a t  least ce~ta in  tliat 
those x ~ ~ l ~ o  intend to represent this ilepartlnent in 
our colleges in the future, illust place theinselves 
011 fa] niore scientific and ethico-practical fonn- 
dation in the prelinlinarr training they g i ~  e them- 
selves t l ~ a n  e\ er bef-ole. whates er pliilosophjc 
convictions ther  nlar  cherish. One of the saddest 
rllustrations of educational oa er -supply in our 
land at  piesent, is t l ~ e  numbel of brigbt and able 
3 oung men, well trained at  home and abroad In 
the philosopilical discipline froin the slonly dis- 
solving stand-po~nt 01 tlie theory of knowledge, 
who can find no einplojment, on the one liand, 
and. on the otlier, the nunlber of acadenl~cinsti-
tutions now vainly seeking instructors in this 
department. embued av~tll a mole practical and 
a nlore scientific sp~ri t  and method. 

L 4TE NEW5 PRO31 SPAINconb eys definite iutelli- 
gence of the recurrence of cholera, a number of 
fatal cases llaving been reported fro111 Txrifa, in 
the sontherni~lost part of the peninsula. \Ire hear 
but little at present of- the probability of the ap- 
pearance of this dread epidemic in the Unitecl 
States, yet those 1x7110 are acquainted with tlie 
histories of previous in7 asions need not bc re-
nliuded that our danger is by no ineans past. Its 
tluration In Europe is not limited to two or three 
years. Tllc epidemic of 1821) was not cxtinjiuished 
till 1836. and the one of 184'7 extended into the 
wintel of 1855-56, while that of 1865 did not 
disappeal- t ~ l l  18'73. Already the disease has 
effected a landing in the nestern hemispl~ere, a t  
Cayenne ; :tnd our inlniur;ity, so far, is doubtless 
due to tlie fact that our largest inlilligiation has 
not been derived from the parts of Europe where 
the disease has been prea alent. In  a recent report 
of a n  inspection of the Atlantic and Gulf quar- 
antines, made under the direction of the Illi-
nois state board of health, Dr. J. H. Rauch has 
given it as liis conviction that the epidemic may 
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be effectually excluded fro111 the United States by 
an inteiligent use of the agencies still at our com-
mand. Cholera has never yet been liept out of 
this country after becoming epidenlic in Europe, 
but the possibility of excluding it is a subject 
that should propcrly engage the attention of 
national authority. The control of ynaranti~le 
has bitherto renlaii~ed entirely under state jnris- 
iliction ; but in the face of such an epidemic., 
Ihreateniug the a~11o:e nation, tlle matter of rigid 
quarantine is not one of local importance, ailtl 
sllould not be relegated lo  local authorities. 

The spread of the cliiease in Spain, deljeadent 
as ~t IS now being clearly seen, largely upon a 
lack of pioper san~tary measures, furnishes ti 

lesson that should not he lost. Of all the lalge 
tonns in Spain, rlo~ie suffered so sererelp a\ 
Granada. Thc riber O ~ n i l ,  which passes througll 
this city, has, a few miles aboae, near its coa- 
fluence with the Aguas Blancas, a nunlber of 
large paper-m~lls situated upon its banks, througli 
which a part or all of its w a t e ~ s  pass. X large 
part of Granada is dependent upon this rlaer for 
its supply of water, notwitl~standing the fact. 
that, nhen  it reaclies the city, it is ilianiiestlj 
nllpure from tlie contaniination b~ the mills. The 
filtllr lags used in the manufacture of paper at  
these 111111s \\ere imported from the province of 
TTalencia,nlie1 e cholera bad been l~revalent fol 
so111e time ; and the first cases at  Granada oc-
cnrred in the districts suppliecl by tile Genil. 
Possibly tilere is no connection beta\ ecn these t ~ io 
facts, yet it IS bard to hel~cae that ther  do not 
staild in some relation to each otlier, and further 
evidence seems allnost conclusive. Aftei Q~anada  
had itselt beeonle a source of infection, the sewer- 
age d ~ ~ c h a r g e d  into the river carried the dihcase 
through the province of C~anada ,and even into 
the province of Cordoba. V~llage after aillaqe 
along the banlis becanle snccessively inbadcd by 
the dread disease, with the single excel)t~on oi: 
tlie town of Loja, avitli its tn ela e thousa~ld in- 
habitants, 1~11ere alone the people derived their 
drinking - ax-ate~ supply irom differert souicei. 
The fatal effects iesnltinq from river-pollutiol~ 
are apparent. not onl) from this, but otllel 
illu5trations tllroughout Spam, and the ~vaininq 
conrezed should not go unlieeded. 

THATDItEADED SCOURGE of European vmeyartls, 
the Phylloxera, for whiclr, as well as for the al-



r~iostas ilijnrious grapevine mi lde \~ ,  certainly no 
debt of gratitude is axed to North h.merica, not- 
~vithstandiilg stringent lam-s, is xTidely estencliilg 
the fields of its devastation. A correspondent of 
,%utul*e states that it has already inade its appear- 
ance in  the x-ineyards of Cape Colony. I n  a few 
places the pest has been found in swarlus, and 
efforts are being nnlde to stamp it out, or at least 
hold it in check. Unfortunately tlle habits of the 
insect are such that it is hardly possihle that the 
calanlity threatening the grape-grolring interests 
there can he wllolly averted. 

- - ~~.~ 

THE XAVAL OBSERVATORJ: 

THEreport of the National acadeniy of sciences 
upon the naval observatory deniands :~tlenl;ion, 
not only from all interested in scientific affairs, 
but from those who desire olllg to see good ad- 
ministration. In  reading tlie report, the first 
questioll to present itself to t,he ini~ld of tlle candid 
inquirer would be, HOW does it happen that the 
ilational observatory of tlle country has renlained 
so long under the direction of superintendents 
who were not astronolilers, and whose profession 
has little ilirect 1.elation to its work? A partial 
answer to this qnestion, from the naval point of 
view, is found in letters addressed to President 
Barnard by the present superintendent, and pub.- 
lished as appendix to the report, i n  justice to 
Commodore Bellcnap, we ~i lust  say that his argu- 
inents bear rather upon tlle qnestion of tlle use-
fulness of tlle iastitntion to tlle navy than upon 
that we hare just suggested : but the two are so 
closely related, that, in answering one, he eri- 
dently intencls to answer tlie other. I t  will there- 
fore be interesting to exanline his arguments, and 
note their bearings upon tlie several points a t  issue. 

Coinnloclore Bellcliaal? cites seven lrirlds of ser-
rices \vhich the observatory renders to the navy. 
h very slight consideration mill, however, show 
t,hat ex-erg one of these services could be rendered 
as well or far better by a national observatory 
under ciriliau authority ; and, indeed, hy an 
establislinlent far nzore modest in its outfit than 
even the present naval observatory, to say noth- 
ing of the projected new one. The nary-yards 
conld get their time from the nearest rails-ay-sta- 
tion witli alriple accuracy for business purposes. 
Naval ships in port conld coinpare their chronome- 
ters witli signals frorn a observatory~~at ioi ia l  as 
well as the mercantile inarilie could, and any 
superiority for naval purposes wllich illigllt in- 

vest a time-signal tapped over the lvlre5 by tlie 
hand of a comnl;*ssioned officer might fairly be 
deenled counterbalanced b j  tlie skill of a cixilian 
astroilo~iler trained in this special business. The 
iiaxal chronoineters could be kept, tested, and 
rated at  least as tl~oroughly at a national obserra- 
tory as they are at  tlie present natal  ob~e~va tory .  
Indeed, this is a c t ~ ~ a l l y  clone at  tlle Greenwich ob- 
servatory-, for a11 the chronornetels pnrcl~ased for 
the British navy. I t  conld be better done at  the 
Brooklyn nary-) ard, ~vhence most illips take their 
clepartnre, by erectinq mid equipping a little ob- 
senatory for this purpose at  a cost of ten or 
fifteen thousand dollars, thus saving the expense, 
and danger to tlie rater of chronometers, incurred 
bytrarisporting tllern back and forth between Xew 
Yorlr and Wasl~ington. 

That officers who had never worked in an 
obrerratorg till the-v n ent to take charge of one 
would not find their task slnootlr sailing, is to be 
expected ; but we should never have anticipated 
such a picture of difiiculties of adniinistratloil as 
is held lip by Cominodore Bellcnap in one of his 
letters which appears in tliis report. It seenls that 
Prof. Newcomb, in a letter to President Barnard, 
drew attention to the curious fact, that during the 
first t~vellty yeari of the existence of the observa- 
tory. when tm-o instr~~nients, tlle transit and tlle 
mural circle, were required to co~npletely deter- 
lnine the lsosition of a star, there was no concert 
of action between the observers ~vi t l l  these iastlu- 
inents by mllicll they should observe the same 
stars. Commenting on this subject. Conimodore 
Bellrnap remarlrs, "It may be corlsidered as an 
ideal state of things n here two inen of equal age 
and upon equal footing (with no military ideas of 
subordination) can engage in worlc upon two in- 
slrnments, with but one clock and one cliroiio-
graph between them, and have etery thing go 
irnoothly and xtithout jealousy. The abaadon-
nlent of the too ambitious programme hist laid 
down was a nlatter of necessity, wllich it is 
probable no one reglettcd inore than the snper- 
intendent. '' 

To appreciate tins picture, we hare to reflect 
that only one of the oh,erxers needed a chrono-
graph, and that the only use either of tlzem had 
to lrlalre of the clock x ~ a s  to look a t  it. Tl'e are 
therefore led to infer, as the outcome of forty 
years' experience, that uncler na ta l  cliscipline it is 
not found possible for two civilian astronoiners to 
take tllcir time fro111 the sallle clock without fric- 
tion and jealousy ; that in consequence a n ell-


