
THE Johns ISoplrins publication agency an-
nounces a reproduction in pliototype of set enteen 
pages of a Syriac nlanuscril,t containing the 
epistles l c n o ! ~ ~ ~  as ' Antilegon~cna.' Tllests are to 
be published under the editorial supenmion of 
Prof. Isaac H. Ilall, Ph.D., mith brirf dcsrriptit e 
notes by the editor This manuscript consists of 
the Acts and Catholic epistles, and the Pauline 
epistles, follomecl by Hebrews ; together 7%it11 
tables to find Easter, eic. (arranged for the Seleu- 
cid era), tables of ccc.lesiastica1 lessons, and a 
poem at  the end, giving a Instory of the genesis 
of the 1nannscril)t. Its chief peculiarity consists 
in its containing seven Catholic cl~islles, while 
ordinary 8yriac n~annsciipts have but three ; 2 
Peter, 2 anti 3 John. an<[ Jude being coinmonly 
rejected by the Syrians, and vely rarely found 
among them. The version is Pesllitto, except for 
these co~nmonly iejected epistles, in which i~ 
followed the 7 elsion usual12 printed. Eacll hoolr, 
except tile ses era1 Catholic cpisil~s (ancl they a. a 
whole), has its proen~iuin froin Gregory Bar I-Ie- 
hraeua, and its title and subsciil~tion. The manu- 
script is provided tllrougllout with the Syrian 
sections ancl church lessons, and is dated at the 
end. Grammatical and other annotations occur 
frequently in the nlargins. The cn~efnl  writing 
and pointing, as well :rs the superioi character of 
the text, with the matters narmted in the poem 
at  the end, sho~v  the \\ orlr to be that of a t ritical 
Svrian scholar, and not of a mere copyist. Two 
notes by the conteny~orary corrector appear on 
leaves toward the cnd. I l ie  printed editions of 
the rejected epistles all lest on one inferior Bod- 
leian manuscript, aild particular1 J upon its eclilio 
pri~zc~ps,published hy Edw;trd Pococlre (Leyden, 
E'lzevit.) in 1630. This has hitherto been varied in 
later editions only by editorial conjecture. Tllis 
is the second manuscript of thest, cpistlei ever 
q i ~ e n  to the public, ancl doubles the available 
critical material, though a few other manuscril,ts 
of various ages are lrnown to exist, sonle col~icd 
fro111 the printed editions. The selected pages 
are : 1. A page containing the end of one of the 
tables of lessons, mith a conteinporary Aral~ic 
note respecting the origin and c h a r a ~ t r r  of the 
nlanuscript ; 2. The first page of Acts, mith title 
anti proeinium, shox~~ing appearancetElc general 
and external characteristics of the manuscri1)t : 3. 
The leaves which contain the Antilegoinentt inat- 
ter, - 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, and Jude (with 
them, of course, the end of 1 Peter, 1John, and 
the beginning of Ro~nans, wit11 general procnlmm 
to the Panline epistles anti that to Roirlans); 1. 
The last page of the manuscript proper, end and 

snbscript;on to IIebrews, ant1 datc of inannscript, 
wit11 note of contemporal y oorrector ; 3. Two 
],ages containing the poem above referred t o ;  in 
all, seventeen phototype pages, each on a separate 
leaf, besides adtlitionat pages containing appropri- 
ate descripti\~e and exp1:lnatory matter. 

EUUCAl'IO~YrlL BOOILS AATD REPORTS, 

A eAi!ccrr of etlucational pamphleis has been 
accu~-nulatingon our table, and m7r-c>beliere that a 
reference to their contents mill be of interrst to 
the readers of Scimzce. 

In  the beautifully printed parclrrnent series of 
IZeagan Paul & Co., Lord Iddesleigh (Sir S. North- 
cote) has given a complete ieport of tlte entertain- 
ing lecture mhicll he delirered as the first of a 
series of addresses to the students of the University 
of Edinburgh, Nor. 3, 1883. I ie  discusses desultory 
reading, its pleasures, dangers, and uses. Tlte 
theme is lot new, hut after Maurice, and Carlyle, 
ancl Loxvell, ancl Fmerson, and many more xvho 
have recorded their experience, these fresh state- 
n~entson 'the frienclship of boolrs' are well worth 
reading. They suggested to the London Spectutor 
of Jan. 2 a racy editorial, quite x~rorth perusal. 

The foriner cabinet-minister, Rt. Hon. C;. J. 
Qoschen, M.P., has co1:ected seven of Itis addresses 
on educatior?al and econolnical themes. That 
upon the cultiration of the lirbagination was re- 
printed long ago in Littell. Tlle second, on ineutal 
training and useful knowledge, points out the 
dangei of science-teaching ; namely, that the 
teachers \\.ill endeavor to impart facts rather than 
to set the scholar thinking. The third, higher 
education for \rorlringnlen, i i  an explanation of 
the purposes of thc London society for the exten- 
sion of u-iversity teaching, and a n  endeavor to 
awalre~l a lore of study among bread-winn~rs. 
The lectuce is rnost enconmging 111 its account of 
the success of popular concerts and lectures in 
London. The rest of the rolutne reiatei to eco-
nomics. 

The University of Cambridge has published the 
report of a syndicate on pol,ular lectures, m r ~ t t e n  
by Rev. W. N. Ecle of St. John's college. I t  re- 
rien s thc worK of the univers~ty extension scheme, 
and points out the obstacles wl~ich that work has 
encounterecl, ant1 tlle danger of its degeneratii~g 
into ,t illere lecturinq scheme. The tone of tlle 
report is encouraging, and its franlr exhibition of 
the conditions of failure and of success makes it 
suggesti\-e to Anlericani who are entieax oring by 
like methods to carry instruction to those classes 
in the conlr~~unity m11o are at  hard work during 
inany hours each clay. 

This is the period when most of the reports ap- 



--- 

pear \vhich are given to the public on the part of 
universities and cc~lleges. Among those 1%-lrich 
have reacl~ecl us, that of Colmnbia college nlaa 
first be namccl, which is clale(l as far back as &lay 
5. Presi(lent Barnard discusses the w~orking of 
the elective system, and sags t11:~t the study which 
11as con~maaclecl thr  prefcrcnce of the largest 
ilunlber in the classcxs mherc. thcre is freedoin of 
choice is (ireelr, \vhilr lnatl~e~naticscon~maiids 
the preferrnce of thc smaller nuinbcr. It sbaulcl 
be borne in tninrl tlr:rt this rcfrrs to thr. acatlcn~ic.al 
or vlassical clepartmcnt, not 1o the School of n~ines, 
where tl~osc x onilg Inen are nlost lilrely to go \vho 
are adverse to Greelr and inclined to iiiathematic6. 
Of those electing. one-ltalf elect French, one-third 
(;enillan, and one-scventll 8l)anish. The Library, 
which ;t short tialrl ago was foi-ty-seventh in  mas- 
nitucle among collectiolls 111 the United States, is 
now tmentiet?~, and connectt~cl with it there is a 
school for the ec1ucat;un ol" :ibrarians. The School 
of mines, in its new accoll~rilotlatio~ls, is more use- 
ful  than evcr, but the tendency to 01ermork is so 
strong that the facult3 are consiclering important 
modifications of the courses. 

President Wallier, of the i\iassacliusetts in-
stitute of technology, shows that the nunlber of 
students has increased from 30'2 in 1881-83, to 
609 in 1885-86,-a truly wonderTu1 advance. 
The3 come from thirty-thrce statrs. and their 
average age is eighteen Sears ancl two months. 
He exhibits tho value of t l ~ c  system of receiving 
young men as .special s tude~~ts , '-a practice 
which elsewhere has led to inconrei~iences and 
difficulties. 

I n  the University of Xichignn, President Angel1 
expresses regret that there are less students tl:nu 
formerly froill hoines without that state, and ~ u s t l y  
says that the instit~ition miil suffer if its cos-
mopolitan character is lost. 1;e strongly coin- 
lnencls the working of the elective system, and 
inakes a, rigorotls, and we hope an irresistible, 
appeal for coatinued liberality in the cleveloptnent 
of the univereity. 

The annual report of the U a i ~  ersity of California 
is preyared by the secretary of tlze regents, J. EI. 
C. Bont6 ; and while it contains all tile informa- 
tion which can be tlesired, and murh more than 
is cotnnlonlv giren, it indicates the lack of a co- 
ordinating mind. The new president, Prof. E. S. 
Holden, entered upon his duties after the rcsport 
mas issaed, and the result of his o~ersight  \\-ill be 
seen a year hence. The report indicates great 
qcnerosity in the endom7i1lerit of the university. 
Its funds for general purposes amount to $1,678,- 
386, besides the site, tlle buildings, ancl certain 
propwty not yet available, estimated :tt iziore thail 
a million of dollars. I n  addition to all this, there 
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is the great Liclr gift. for an obsc,rvatory, air11 
sn~ll lerendo>vments for ineclicine ancl law. 

The full reports of Governor Stanford's gift in- 
dicate that his purposes are by no means so 
definite as were at  first supposecl, ancl it  may l ~ e  
hopetl that his niincl is still o p ~ l i  for suggestions 
whiclx will tend to\\~ard iillportant nloclifications 
in the original instrunlent. 

('01. 11. R. Sprague, late of f;ostoa. has hecolne 
president of Alills college for women, in California, 
ancl his inaugural address is a glo\ring re\ iem of 
tlir various subjects \vhic11 tenel to constiti~tc:t 

librlvl education. 

A%' W BOOKS. 
' H ~ U ~ E I I ~ I , ~  published under tlieeco~ioi~tv,' 

clirertion of the Kitchc.11 associatioil (S tm 
Yorli, Ivisolz, Blnkenzan, l'rc?/lor & Co.), is 
ii~tenclecl to supply a want long felt by almost 
every class of soc~ety, that of a clear, concisc, 
aild systenlatlc text-book on those duties which 
" always have claimcrl, and prolwbla always will 
claim, tlzc maill thought and time of the vast 
ma,jority of women."-. Footl-materials and t h e ~ r  
adulterations,' by Ellcn EI. Richards (Eoston, Estes 
& Lnurint), is a little work intended for the intelli- 
gent housewife. The author disclaims no7-elty or 
originalit3. In  soine places the work is too 
technical for the readers ~vhom the author mould 
reach, a:.d, as ia the analysis of milk, soinc errors 
hare slipped in : nerertheless the worlr vi l l  serve 
a very useful purpose, coiitaining as it  cloes a, 

description of the principal food-materials and 
their adulterations, and at  times hints on their 
culinary prel3aration. --- 'Nature's teaching,' by 
J. Ci. Wood (Boston, Robc~ts),is designed " to 
show the close collnection I,et\reea nature and 
humail inventions, and that tllere is scarcely an 
invention of ma11 that has not its p ro t~ type  in 
natilre." The antlror has there grouped a long 
series of parallels under the heads 'Nautical,' 
'War  and hunting,' 'Llrcl~itectme, '  'Tools,' 
'Optics,' ' Useful arts,' and 'Acoustics.' But 
often the merest resemblance of some n a t ~ ~ r a l  
growth to some h ~ n n a n  contrivance causes their 
aseociatioa, rrhen one has b i ~ t  tlle remotest coa- 
nection with, or suggestiveness toward, the other. 
-' A handbooli to tlle national museum at  
T7\'ashington ' (Xew York, B~entnno  Itrothers) 
will be a useful guide to tlle extensive scientific 
collections of tlle national museum now on exllibi- 
tion. I t  is interspersed with a large ntirnber of 
engravings, mostly good. which. together a it11 
the nunzerous explanatory notes, mill give tlle 
work a11 independent value. I t  a-as prepared by 
Mr. Ernest Ingersoll, whose pleasant litcrary s t j le  
is well lrno\m. 


