
THE meetiilgs of the Russiar~ iron ant1 coal 
trades conference at  st. Peiers1)urg l l a ~ e  i~cell 
marked, sajs  Enqinec~rzny, by an acrnnonioui dii- 
cussion l.)etmeen the representatives of tFe oltlcr 
Ural estal.)lishrnents and the newer oiies in the 
Haltic ptro~inces and Soutli Rl~ssia. The fc:nler 
datc fro111 the time of Petel the r;rc:it, mlien that 
monaich, by generous ant1 well-tlirc'ctcd xtate 
sl~pport, gale  such an i m p ~ ~ l s e  to tlle charcoal iron 
trade that Russia llecaine tlie leading iron-1x0-
tlucing c o n n t r ~  ill C ~ ~ l o p e .For a cons~clelat~le 
period pig-won mas one of the 11rinci))al products 
Ruisia expolted to t l~ i s  countij . Ti1 thcbeginning 
of the celltury, hon mcr. niineral coal began to 
l,rore a fornlidahle compet~tor to c1iarco:ll in 
sinelting-ol erations . and ultimatel~ the tables 
were tulned. and Russia recell ed most of her Iron 
fro111 England, instead of suppl~ing her with it. 
This re1 olutiou mas ~nallied by the rollal>sr cf 
the TJral iron industiy, the ruin oi n liiclr was 
acrcllelated bj the wasteful destruction of the 
forests, aud the e.rtravagai1c.e of descendants of 
the iion-i~lasters enriched b~ the suy~l~oit Peterof 
the Great. T m e h  years ago the Russian goveill- 
nlent wanted to encourage the inam~iacturr of 
rails, etc., for tlle hoine rai lwa?~,  and, Pnclnlg the 
Urn1 firms cliiorgani~ed and ruined, created a new 
industry at  St. E'eteriburg. Briansk, etc., l.)y gibing 
large and lucra t i~e  contract5 to a numbel. of 
IZ~~ssiai~ foreign capitalists. As coal andand 
iron clo not exist in the immcldiate I it.inity oi the 
Baltic, these new 7e.l t11rc.s were dependent upon 
foreign iron and coal for tlleir sustenance, and 
hare nevei been other than weakling, since their 
birtll. Tliegoverninent is now tired of continually 
altering the tarifl. aiid g i ~ i n g  suhsitliei to thrse 
undertakings ; and the attitude of neutralit\ ~t 
has talren up iias had the eflect of placinq nlost of 
thein more or less on the 7erge of ruin : hence the 
delegates rcyx-esentilzg then1 h a w  been vel~en~ent  

ant1 ~ ~ r o g ~ c ~ , '  its efforti, 11'11 c2 attc~ntlctl so iew of 
thst the government is aln~ost tired of dispeneit~g 
its iulq~ort. 

IT has b t w ~  stated, with sonle clt,grc,e of leason. 
says the La?tcct. that thr. i n a ~ i i n ~ n l  age attainable 
by niaii lias ui;el~ ~omewliat durirlq the prehent 
century oTer that recorded in foroier ages. I11 
judging of sucll st:ttenient, some allowance for 
error mnst he rl~ade. The exac*t statistical calcu- 
lations of our clay sliould not, in fairiic,ss, he mar-
shalled ag:rinst the ronnd nnm1:ers oi less accurate 
tr;ttlitioiis. The fact remain\, ne~crtheless, that 
tlir limit of s e ~ e n t yyears is now very frequently 
paiic,d. Fourscore may even I)e rexchetl 115- some 
nithout excessne labor arid sorrow, aiid me hay(. 
anlong us nonngen:~rians who carry on with still 
respectable proficicncy the activities of their 
11iime. Such efrectire 1ol:gevity is a bright spot 
in the llistory of our atlvanting civilization. Its 
coinyarative fieqnency, and its association ni th 
different physical tppes, suggest a rertain gener- 
ality in its origin, and encourage the hope that it 
may be, in some measure a t  leabt, dependent on 
personal coutluct. It has heen stated that no such 
condition can inflllence the length of life aftor 
middle age. After that period, inherited \ ital 
force is the only potential factor. To sonle ex- 
tent this ma? I)e granted. If we fix an average 
of conduct, aiid sul3pose that a numl.)er of persons 
col~fornlto it. wt, should certainly finti the purest 
and inost p o ~  erful constitutional types outlive the 
others. For instance : a gouty iendeiicj does not 
enhance the prospects of old age. il rlieun~atic 
one is little better in this respect. Tlie scrofulous 
are heavily 1.r.eig11tc.d in the race of life by the 
cl~:~ilces of several in film iticjs. N e r ~nus persor s, 

again, are ~xi ly.  ant1 ma) lire through much 
trouble in virtue of their elastic tenacity. Then 
there are nondes~ript tliathesrs, which, excel~t in 
thcxir reniote history, present no definite l~hysical 
hiai. Tllecretically, these are inott lilrely to fnr- 

in their demands for support ; and, the supl~ort 
they want being precisely the opposite of that 
which n ould re1 i~ e the Ural iron tracle, the battle 
between the ' indepcnclent works ' (i.e.. using only 
Russian iron and tuel, as in the Urali) and th r  
' depc'ndent worlrs,' which cannot exist witl~out 
foreign ilon ancl coal, has been a tough one, 
avcompan~ed by scenes of personal ant1 uncligni- 
fied wrangling. It is hardly 17ossible for the 
governlnent to sul~port one without i 3juring the 
other : ancl, as both are ecp~ally rotten, it is 
angrily disposed tovvartls each of the industrial 
parties. Probably no branch of Russialr trade has 

~nilkecl' the financial resources of the govern- 
ment nzore than the iron trade ; and l?rosl)erity 

nish, untler orcl~nary usages, tlie oId Inen of a 
given time. 

It will be at once evitlent, hov7evel,, that these 
are general statements, and that an unlilrely incli- 
vidual xvill often exceed Iris ow7n expectation of 
life, and by care, or froin the suitability of 11is 
circurnstanc-es, mil 1 reach olcl age. I11 ~reighing 
the value of constitutional tenclencies, moreol rr,  
another nearly relatetl quality shoultl be con-
sidered. This is disposition. The mind of a rnan 
must be more 01. less of the nature of his body, 
ant1 accortlingly we expect to find, and clo fintl, 
that mental hablt reflects in preferences, varia- a 


