
small, out-of-the-way place, and the opportunities 
for having a good time were insignificant. The 
meeting in New Pork was apparently of a differ- 
ent character, very possibly not less beneficial to 
the members. Wednesday was devoted to the 
routine business of the society and the discuszion 
of papels; but on Thursday the nlembers of the 
society took advantage of the invitation of the 
managers of the new Croton acpeduct, and made 
an excursion of inspection along the line of the 
worlr. 

Two prizes were ali7arded at  the meeting, -one 
for a paper by Mr. Elliot C. Clarke of Boston, on 
a report on cement tests; and the other to Mr. 
-4. M. Wellington, for a paper on experirnents on 
journal friction a t  low velocities. The co~nmittee 
on uniforn~ standard time reported encouraging 
progress, and stated that seventy-one managels of 
rallmajs in America have favorably considered 
the tWent7-four o'clock system, and that the 
Canadian Pacific r a i l ~ ~ ~ a y  has adopted it, and has 
changed its time-tables, its clocks, and the em-
ployees' watches, to adapt them to the new stand- 
ard. 

At the last meeting, Prof. T. Egleston of Colum- 
bia colbege presented a paper on the cause and 
pre\ ention of the decay of building-stone. At this 
meeting Professor Egleston had sometl~ing to say 
in regard to the dis~ntegration of the surface of 
the obelisk in Central park, and toolr ground sirui- 
lar to that of Mr. Arnold Hague, whose views 
were published in Science for Dec. 11, and held 
that the disintegration was due to the great 
changes in  temperature to ~ h i c l l  the obelislr is 
now exposed, and that the coating of paraffine 
nligllt arrest the decay, but that nothing short of 
housmg would stop iG entirely. He statecl that 
granite will absorb about one per cent of moisture, 
but that he had found that specimens from the 
side of the obelisk in London will absorb over 
seven per cent, this increase being due to its disin- 
tegrated cond~tion. So far as the paraff~ne keeps 
out moisture, and thus prevents the formation of 
ice in the cracks, it would aid in the preservation 
of the stone. 

Dr. Roth\vell exhibited a system for submarine 
tunnelliiig. The corr~pany1%hicll Dr. Rothwell 
represents is contemplating tunnelling the North- 
umberlantl Straits to Prince Edward Iskind, 
which is now often cut off from all communica- 
tion with the rest of the world for a rnonth at  a 
time, on account of the ice. 

The next meeting of the society mill probably be 
in or near Denver. The ufficers for 1886 are : 
president, Henry Fiad ; vice-presidents, T. F. Row- 
land, T. C. Keefer. The secretary ancl librarian, 
John Bogart, was re-elected. 

ACC'ESSIOLYSTO THE AilTIOIVAL Jfb'XEUlM. 

THE most complete catalogue ever printed of 
the Catlin collection of Indian paintings, now7 in 
the national musenin, will shortly be issued, and 
mill be profusely illustrated. The manuscript is 
now in the hands of the printer. This catalogue 
will form an appendix to the ' Report of the 
national mnseum for the half-year ending July 30, 
1883.' 

The ilalional museun has recently received 
from Paris four life-sized models of Africans, 
cxecnted by Jules Hebert,- a T\'olof, from Cape 
Verde; a Bambarra, from the upper Niger ; a 
Soumali, from Cape Gardafui ; and a Masai, from 
Lake Victoria Xyanza. These nlodels are clad in  
native costnme, ancl forln a x ery attractis e group 
in the illuseam. 

d.1 interesting example of the manner in wllicll 
the Eslrimo amuse themselves is afforded by a 
collection of twenty-five il-ory carved figures, 
inade by Mr. J. I\'. Johnson at  Fort Alexander, 
i2laslia. Tile group represents the game, ' the  tug 
of mar.' Txo  Eskinlo on a raised platform are 
pulling at a drum-hoop, each one trying to dis- 
lodge the other from his position. A gronp of 
musicians are playing instruments in the fore-
ground and the spectators are located on the 
sides, enjoying the fun. The effect is very spirited, 
and the whole scene exhihits rare ingenuity. 

One of the old tally-sticks used by the bank of 
England to kecp acconnt of loans, before the 
present system of banking was inrented, has 
recently been acq~~i redby the nluseum. Thir 
speciulen bears the date of 1776, and represents a 
hundred thousancl pounds of a loan made at that 
tiine. The stick is abont four feet in length, and 
notches are c ~ ~ t  The stick is on both sides of it. 
then split, the go~ernment  holding one half, and 
the creclitor the other. It is impossible to make 
any change in the condition of the loan by either 
party, because the notches oil the two sticks ~voulcl 
no longer fit, and thus f r a ~ ~ d  TI-ould he derected. 

TIIE examir ation ol bayonets at  Aldershot has 
levealed a state of afi:irs ~vhich is disgraceful to 
the English 11-ar-ofticc, c~nd most discouraging for 
the public. Three regiments have submitted their 
bag onets to the test, -the first Iioyal I,ancasliire, 
the second West Riling, aALd tlle first Seaforth 
I-Iighlanclers. ,111 turnetl out very badly, but the 
badness was not uniform. Out of 700 bayonets 
belonging to the West Riding regiment, 53 broke 
under test, and 180 were found soft and otherwise 
defecthe, giving an average of failures of a little 


