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2%IE C'OLLrlPSE OF THE 1'IIEOSOI'HISTS. 

THEgreater part of the last number of tht: Pro- 
ceedings of the Society for psgcllical research ' is 
taken up with the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the famous Theosophical 
society. 

For the inforniation of those of our readers \vho 
have not followed the 11istor~- of this society, a 
brief explanation mill be necessary. The Theo- 
sophical society was formed in New Yorlr in 1875, 
by Clolonel Olcott and &Iadame Blavatslry, for, i t  
was asserted, philanthrol~ic and literary purposes. 
Three years afterwards its seat of operations was 
renloved to India, and anlong the better class 
of natives it seenls to have gained not a few 
followers. 

The evidence adduced before this committee of 
investigation -xvl~iclr included Prof. Henry Sidg- 
wick ancl Messrs. F, WT. H. Myers and Edmund 
Gurney -claims t,he existence in Thibet of a 
brotherhood whose mcmbers have acquired a 
1)ower over nature w~hich enables them to perform 
wonders beyoncl the reach of or~linarv nien. 
3Iadame Rlavatsliy asserts herself a cl~ela,or 
disciple of this brotherhood, the inerrlbers of which 
are spoken of as n~ahatinas, who arc said to have 
talien a great interest in the Theosophical society, 
and to h a ~ e  performed many marvels in  connec- 
tion with it. They are said to be able to cause 
apparitions of themsel\.es in places where their 
bodies are not, to commuaicate intelligently with 
those I\-hom tliey thus visit, and to perceive what is 
going on where their yhantasin appears. This plian- 
tasmal appearance the theosophists d(tno1ninate 
the ' astral fornl.' The theosophists also brought 
forward evidence in supl~ort of another clasri of 
l~henoinena, inclnding the transportation. even 
through solid matter, of ponderable objects, in- 
cluding letters, :tncl of ~ v l ~ a t  the theosophists regard 
as their d~tplication, together with what is callecl 
'precipitation' of handn7riting and drawings 011 

previously blanli paper. 
Beca~~seof the peculiar natme of the evidence, 

and the great improbability of the production of 
the alleged l,benoniena, it was decided to send a 
trusted observer to India, who should niake a 
thorough examination of the persons involr~ed, and 
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of places in which these remarkable occurrences 
toolr place. Therefore, a member of the com-
mittee, Mr. R. Hodgson, B.A., of St. John's 
college, Cambridge, proceeded to Inclia in Deceru- 
ber, 1884, and carried on his inrestigations for 
three months. 

On hearing Mr. Hodgson's report, which is ap- 
pended to the report of the committee, and care-
fully weighing all the e~ idence  before them, the 
committee unanimo~lsly reports :-

"I. She [Madame Blaratslry] has been engaged 
in a long-continued combinatioli with other per- 
sons to prodnce by ordinary moans a series of ap-
parent marvels for the support of the theosophic 
move?nent. 

" 2 .  That, in particular, the sl~rine a t  Adyar, 
throngh which letters purporting to come tiom 
mahatmas wele received, was elaborately arranged 
with a view to tlie secret insertion of letters and 
other objects througll a sliding panel a t  the back, 
ancl regularly used for the purpose by hIaclan~e 
Blavatsky or her agents. 

''3. That there is conseqneiitly a very strong 
general pres~umption tllat all tlie iiiarvellous nar-
ratives put forward as evidence of the existence 
and occult power of the mahatmas are to be ex- 
plained as dl10 either (0) to deliberate deception 
carried out by or a t  the: instigation of llladanle 
Blaratslry, or (b) to spontaneons illusion, or halln- 
cination, or unconscious misrepresentation or in-
vention on the part of the mitiiesses." 

And, as the co~~imit tee as wasteregards it  a 
of time to further prolong the inuestigation, 
many sober-minded readers will regard it as 
a foolisl-r waste, that so niuch time has been 
already spent in the matter. But it must be 
recollected that this society mas gaining ground 
and s ~ ~ p p o r t ,and was imposing on thousands 
of impressionable and crednlous people. To then1 
it is a real act of benevolence that this bubble 
has been priclred once and for all, and in a 
scientific way. As to Madame Blavatsky, a mere 
reading of the pages of eviclence compeh a n  agree- 
ment with the coinmittee, who say, in  conclusion, 
' b  M'e regard her neither as the mouthpiece of 
hidden seers nor as a mere vulgar adveritnress : 
we think she has achieved a title to per~nanent 
remembrance as one of the most accom-
plished, ingenious, and interesting impostors in 
history." 

In addition to the report, of this comtuittee, of 
which the preceding is a summary, this volume of 
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Tlic nbox e tltle is lxefixecl to a selles of . ~ r t i ~ l c i  ' 
recently pltblished, but is, honever, sonle\%-hat 
misleading. XVhat is attempted is. not the con- 
sideration of tlle causes and coniecluences of ab-
normal deviations in he~ght  in the humai: specic>s, 
hut a presentatloll of the d i f f ~ ~  cnccs resulting from 
the abiolute size of an nnitnal, -a soit of 'aili~nal 
n~echanics,' \\hich, in the autllor's opinion, 1s to 
become at2 nnl~ortaat chapter of n~orpliological 
icience. The bpeculations piesented are not m~tlr- 
out sonle \ nlue and couiiclerable ingenuity : hiit 
tltey are cltaravterized by a passion for reducing 
every thi ig  to mevhanical terms in a way nllich 
does not fit biological facts ; 1)y a peculiar anthio- 
polllorpllic point of \ iew, x\-hich gauges the actious 
of animals as though the anilnnls were inen : and 
by an avoida~ice of evolutionary l~rincil?lei, wl~ich 
one would thinlr ~ iou l t l  be eipecially iinpoitnat in 
this connection. Perllaps it will not be alt-get21t.r 
without interest to slretch very briefly the autlior's 
illetllods ancl his conclnsions. 

If a body ii, ten tlmes sllinller in one dinlctn- 
sion, say in height. tiian another, and 1s to 
retain the same shape as the first, all linear di- 
niensions will be reduced to 1-10, all surface dimen- 
sions to 1-100, and all solid clin~ensions to 1-1000, of 
their size in the original bocly. For brevity's salre, 
me will call an animal of aTewge slze a ~ncso-
animal ( A h )  ; an animal 1-10 as large will be a 
micro-animal (X?); one 10 tiines as large, a 
macro-animal (Jfn). Keeping these statenients 
in mind, we \\ill rexie\i~ the difTerences which 
mould be caused in the sevelal vital systems by 
a reduction of an animal to 1-10 its size. 

Reginning ~vitli  the skeleton. will measure 
the strength of a bone by the inultiple of the 
weight of the animal necessary to crusli it. Now, 
as the strength of a beam (the bone) varies (I)as 
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less in meso-anilrlals. 
Next the innsclei. T f  1.000 micro-animals were 

to ~~1111) wouldagainst one ~ne\o-anlmal, each 
juillp as lug11 as t11e S l e ;  for relatixely equal 
inuscles, with a single contraction, do relatitely 
equal work. But altogether they nil1 do abso- 
lutely ni tnnch morB as the lve.  Tlie jump will 
depend on the ratio of the niuscular syite~rl avail- 
able for j1i1l111ing-17url)oses to the \%-hole body. d 
thouiand snlall lnuscles will lilt 10 tiinei as n ~ u c l ~  
as one ~)luscle1,000 times its weight. Xoreox er, 
the small inu.;clei n ould contiact quicker illail 
the large one. If one meso-man can tllroxv stones 
the s i ~ e  of his fist for a distance of .50 of his en 11 
steps in 1 second. the11 x ~nicro-nlan could throw 
itones the iize of 111s fist foi a diitance of 300 ol 
his own steps in 1-1 0 oi a seconcl. il nlicro-gill 
would lrnit a stoclanq of a ?  equal nuiilber of 
nleshes in  1-10 the time recluirecl by a meso-girl. 

Again, take wallring. The liblation of the 

leq of the i,ricro-~-rln~l will talre about 4 ) 
tlrc x ibra~ion-timeof the leg of the meso-man. The 
small rnan TI ill nallr 3 er j  lapidly ; but, as fatjguc! 
depends 011 the number of contmctions, Ile will 
tire easily. T\ ill be out of breath soon, and will hat 6, 

covered very little distanc8e. If we reduced our 
man hy 1-100, the ~vallring 7%-onld be so rapid as to 
gixe forth a low tone ; and ~f to 1-1000, the vibra- 
tion of his legs would give a shiill note. Hanil-
slialring mould take the forin of a gentle chirp. 
T l ~ e  micro-man is evidently a t  a great disad-
rantnge in TI alking : this can only be renledied 
by qixmg hiin different locoinotive organs and 
a different mode of locomotion. if we gi te  
lxiril very long extra legs on each side, and 
put his body bct\~-een them, he il ill be able to 
overcome the inwtia of Ins body nlucll more 
readily; lie will be able to resist svrlall sliocks 
without shifting to a great extent the centre of 
gravity: and he mill acquire a Ilopping gait, 
~vliicll is 11111~11 better suited to small aniluals. 
In short, he will :~pproxirnale the arthropod, in 


