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n-it11 the juice of the upas-tree, projectetl from a 
hollow cane, and, for very large game, use a bam- 
boo bow and arrows. They live in bainboo huts 
about eight feet high, thatched with palm-lea5es. 
Tl~eg are ugly and timid, but inoffensi~-e. They 
wear the hair flowing, instead of tied up as the 
hIalays do, and are shorter than the latter, but 
resemble t'zem in other physical characters. They 
are gradually becoltling accustonled to Europeans; 
and one or two IIalays are attached to each com- 
munity, on the part of the government, to protect 
the people from injury or imposition. 

The  Malpais in Michoacan, Mexico. -Carlos 
Naulleau has visited tlse NIalpais in lficlsoacan, 
Xexico, and from his account we extract the fol- 
lo~vingnotes of interest : The Malpais is situated 
four leagues from Panindicuaro, and is a region 
four leagues long ancl two wide, covered ~vitls 
fantastic emissions of a now extinct volcano. The 
piiinacles and bloclrs resemble a rained city, and 
are so rough and angular that one would n ~ e d  
steel a]-mor to make one's way anlong then1 un- 
~~~ouncled.There are man? caverns, natural pits, 
and shafts to be avoided. Tlse scene is extraor- 
dinary : the twisted and sorrlbre rocks are desti- 
tute of tlse sillallest of vegetation. It is said 
that in this retreat the ancient inclians fortifiecl 
the~nselves agaiilst Cortes and his follo~vers. The 
],lace is a ~ ~ a t u r a l  which, it iscitadel, within 

I-Iis conlpacion, Dr. Hamon, succumbed to fer er 
on the eve of his return, and died by the Hamash 
Ri5 er, between tlie Abj sslnian nlountains and the 
Gulf of Aden. Aubry was obliged to fight to  
escape tlle Somahs. In  the coufusion his collec- 
tioils of zoiilogy and botany mere lost ; the min- 
eralogical and geological collections, however, 
were cared, as well as all his note-boolrs, maps, 
etc. The reaults of his rvorlr will soon be made 
public. 

Comet 1885 V (Brooks).- ITe learn from 3Ir. 
Barnard of the Vanderbilt observatory, Kashoille, 
Tenn., that he found this comet independently on 
the eveniiig of Dec. 27, 1885, ailti telegraphed im- 
mediately to Swift his discovery, receiving in 
reply the announcement that he had been antici- 
pated one day by Eroolrs. AIr. Barr;ard had re- 
signed on the 30th of August, 1685, the zone 
(+ 10" to -- 45") originally allotted to him, and 
carefully \L-atched since 1888 ; and it was only in 
casually devoting a few hours to the field in which 
lle has been so successful that he picked up the 
new comet. An  orbit colnputed by Chandler and 
Wenclell shows that the conlet is decreasing in 
briglrtness, ha\-ing passecl 11rrihelion on Nov. 29, 
1885. 

The Lick observatory. -Professor Holden has 
:~ssertetl, the aborigines built t11eu;selves :I t o ~ ~ - nwritten an inte~,esting article for the Overl(x??d 
surroa:2ded by a triple wall v7it,h only one entrance. 
One legend states that thousancis found a refuge 
here, n:~tl that the place L V ~ Stwice visited by a 
pestilence. the second time only sixty persons 
escaping to Z:lcapu. There, in tlse library of tlse 
Franciscall fathers, tlle Rer. Fennin hIartineal 
who has given the subject mucl~  study, has found 
some recc~rds relating to tlse fugitives. Ansong 
the higlser parts of the confused inasses of lava 
are several structures fcrnled like teocallis, sur-
rounded with 12 narrow stairway, anti connectecl 
with each other by paths m:rde of bloclcs of lam. 
There a:.e also sc?veral ruined houses in different 
~ ~ l a c r s .  The 111ost remarliable teocalli measures at  
the base thirty-fire by twelve varas, and is fifteen 
varas high. It  llas been excavated for antiquities. 
At a depth of three or four varas were four3 sev- 
eral sillall cells built of adobe, each containing a 
slreleton witli a small jar of potterv, many arrom- 
heads, and a fen- lrnives made of obsidian. Tlse 
investigations were interrupted by banditti, who 
doubtless supposed that treasures of gold or jewels 
mere being secnrecl by tlse diggers. 

Return of Aubry. -Aubry, who for two years 
and a half has been travelling i11 Shoa, Qalla- and 
Somali-land, on a mission from the Ministry of 
public instruction, has safely returned to Paris. 

tnmzthly, sketching the history of the observatory 
to the tinie of his talring charge. In  regard to the 
irninediate inception of astrononlical work, he 
say" ..l t  is of the firrt importance to find some 
nleans of paying the salaries of one or tm-o ob-
scr7-ers for the Fears 1886 and 1887, in order 
that tlse rllagnificent equipment may be at  
o11ce p ~ ~ t  to its legitimate wes. No great sum 
is required, but a fen- thousand dollars a t  this 
titne ~ronld be of real sen-ice." I t  is stated tklat 
tlsc first ~-olume of pnbl~cations of the .Lick ob- 
servatory of t h ~  Unirersit>- of California' is now 
in courze of preparation, under the clirection of 
tlie Lick trustees, by Cay,t. Richard S.Floyd and 
Professor I-lolden. 

talx tile follon-ing from (2orcrnor Robin- 
son's ruessage to the Massac11usetts legislature : 
( (  ~klthoi~ghno legislation seems to be needed upon 
this subject [topographical surx ey], it will not be 
inapl,l-opriate to emphasize tlse iin~ortance of the 
worlr, and to commend its successful prosecution 
under the direction of the state conirnissioners, 
acting in co-operation with tlse U. S. geologi-
cal burvey. D u r n ~ g  the J ear 1885 about two 


