
tages of the graphic method as a means of illus- 
trating principles and presenting statistical state- 
ments, the signiiicance of which is understood 
with so much difficulty by the ordinary student. 
Professor Laughlin recognizes the utility of history 
and statistics, but he treats them rather as means 
of illustration and T erification of what has other- 
wise been a>certained, than as tile source of new 
principles. Professor Laughliil also atteinpts to 
divorce ethics and economics. 

A feature of the book is a .teaclleis' library,' 
excellent on the ~vhole, though onlis6ions are no- 
ticeable. S o  history of the science is rlientioned. 
E\-en such a well-lcnn~i-n and val~xable work as 
Thorold Rogers' .ITorli and wages ' fintls no place, 
and the same is true of the mollrs of [Vagner and 
Knies. Colnlnuiliim and socialism, iirespective 
ol the value of their theories, have assumed an 
historical importa-ce sufficient to delnand a careful 
study of their principlps by teachprs of political 
economy ; yet none of their leading exponents are 
referred to. Cnder ' lteports and statistics,' the 
author fails to notice those valuable sources of 
infonnatlon, the reports of the state bureaus of 
labor statistics, as well as other valuable state pub- 
lications. 

The object of the b ~ o k  is good, and the worlr is 
a T aluable addition to our too scanty literature on 
the subject of method ia  teaching political econ-
omy. 

NOTES ALZD I\~EE%'. 

G. P. PUTN~M'SSONSannoi1nce the publica-
tion of a nlonthly paper to begin January, 1886, 
to be entitled The s t a t i o i z a l  nrgus. This paper 
v.ill be devoted to tlle discussion of questions ie- 
lating to the care of the insane, the idiotic, the 
deaf and dumb, tlle blind, paupers, ancl llonleless 
cllildren. 

- I1 of NOV. Z report^ that Dr.I I L O T ~ U ~ ? ~ ~  

Freire of Rio Janeiro has inoculatecL inore than 
three hundrerl pelsons with a liquid culture of 
tlle yellow-fe~ er microbe. Such i ~oculations ,ire 
performed with five or six punctures in one arm, 
and in a few hours afterwards the patient com- 
plains of heatlache and backache, with a slight 
rise of temperature. Nausea and vonliting occur 
in rare cases. These symptoms sometimes last 
between two and three days. but they are neper 
serious. The i~locnlations are practised on indi- 
viduds who were in the centre of the infected 
locality. None of them died, and only very few 
presented mild forms of yellow ferer. 

-Lord Craaforcl cables, Dec. 16, the discovery 
by Gore of a new star, in  the place of D. &I.20°, 
1172, possibly a vaiiable. It was of the 6th nnag. 
on Dec. 13. 

-Kane's ( European butterflies ' is meant to 
replace Kirby's little inanual published more than 
twenty years ago, and is, indeed, a much illore 
complete morlr, with excellent illustmtions of over 
100 butterflies ; but it is sadly deficient just wllere 
5%-e most need help, and where Kirby did ail that 
was then possible, for ~t pays no attention ~vha t -  
e \er  to the early stages or food plants of these 
insects, any allusions to thein b a n g  merely 
incidental. Ii is of value, therefore, only to a 
student of the old school, or the old-fashioned 
collector. I n  its details as to geographical distri- 
bution it is worthy of all praise. 

-The Slnithsonian institution has issued a 
price-list of its publications, m~ilicl~ are no longer 
distributed gratuitously to inclividuals, as formerly; 
and no wonder, when they already exceed six 
hundred. The prices which ha\ e been affixed are 
high as conlpnred to g o ~ e r n n ~ e n t  publications in  
general, though a n  ordinary publisher TT-ould look 
on tl~eiz? as rather low. Considering the object of 
the institution, one is inclined to mish the prices 
had heen made somcwlmt lower ; and to attach 
any price at  all to sorlle of them, such as circulars, 
seems not worth the pains. Xearly a third of the 
publications are out of print, arid therefore not 
embraced in the list. 

-Wit11 the beginnina of the coming year, the 
two leading meteorological journals -the Austrian 
and the German-will be consolidated. and will 
appear under the joint edilorsllip of Drs. Ilailn 
and KGppen. The composite journal mill be 
known simply as the Xeteorologische zeiisch~qt. 
It mill be pub!ished by Asher & Co. of Berlin. 

-Dr. Latoul's 'De la chalenr animale ' (Paris, 
Buillidr~, 1883) may be described as an attempt 
by a person unacquaiilted with elementary facts 
in pllqsiology and anatonly to explain tlle pathol- 
ogy and nature of ferer. In  reading it, one hardly 
l m o ~ ~ swhether lo  be ainused by its author's nuif 
self-conceit or to be exasperated by his impudence. 
i l s  regards the color of the blood. we are informed 
(p. 13) that " it is only by mixture with cai'bonie 
acid . . . that this fluid takes the clarli tint,-a tint 
~vllich it gires up to resume its brightness so soon 
as this excrenlentitial gas has been rejected." I t  
is hardly necessary to point out that the bright 
color of arterial blood is due to the fact that its 
coloring-matter is combined mlillx oxygen ; and the 
dark color of venous blood, to the fact that most of 
tlle haernoglobin has giren up its oxygen, and that 
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the presence or absence cf carbon dioxide has no 
direct connection with the phenomena in question. 
The well-established fact that by far the greater 
part of the oxidations of the animal body occur 
outside the blood-vessels and within the k i n g  cells 
and fibres of the tissues, is apparently quite un- 
known to our author. One hardly knows 1 1 0 ~ ~  to 
characterize the treatise : if written for the laity, it 
is charlatanry ; if for pathologists and physicians, 
an impertinence. 

FVASHII\'GTO,\~ LETTER. 

THE past fortnight has been a period of con-
siderable ac t i~ i ty ,  not to say anxiety, in the na-
tional capital. The p ~ ~ r s u i t  of science withdraws 
men to a great degree from ' the madding crowd's 
ignoble strife,' and it is supposed to go oil undis- 
turted and uninterruptecl by affairs political or 
social. But the science of VC7ashington is, in one 
may or another, alnlost entirely go7 ernmecl sci- 
ence ; and for its support, extension, contraction, 
indeed for its ~ e r y  existence, it n u s t  c!epci~d on 
the fa\ or mith \\*hich it is looked upon by a some- 
what \ acillating and fickle body of statesmen. 
The organization of a new congress is ah\*a>s a 
lllatter of nlucll interest ; but just no\\* this is 
greatly enhanced by the consideration that the 
new body is to recei~ e the first message from the 
head of a new administration, from which com-
munication the attitude to be assumed by the 
ruling party towards science may possibly be in- 
ferred. This document has been before tlle public 
for several days, and conlnlent is unnecessary ; but 
it is not too nlucll to say, that, in its refere~ces to 
the scientific IT-ork of the gorernment, the general 
inlpression seems to be that it is not unsatisfactory 
on the x~hole, altl~ough in certain particulars it is 
not in agreement 7%-ith the prevailing sentiment 
amon:, scientific men. 

The reuorts of crtbinet officers are also looked for 
with interest, as they almost in~ariably contain 
recommendations, ~5 hich, if carried out, affect the 
science of the gox-ernment farorablr or unfa~or -
ably. The reports just issued are, in the main, 
fa~orab le  to a liberal support of the scientific 
bureaus, and in one or t x ~ o  instances indications 
are shon-n of a disposition to correct certain e\ ils 
wl~icllha^-e long been recognized. 

Under these circumstances, it is not surprising 
that scientific men should themsel~ es be tempted 
to bestow more or less thought and attention upon 
the somewhat uncertain relation mhicll they and 
their work bear to the g o ~ e r n n ~ e n t .  The retiring 
president of the pl~ilosophical society, Prof. Asall11 
Hall, only incidentally yielded to this temptation 
in his address, delivered before the members of 
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the society and in7 ited guests, on tlie es ening of 
Dec. 5 .  Professor Hall's topic \\*as the scientific 
societies of America, and his treatment of it gale  
great satisfaction to his hearers. He spoke of the 
organization and history of some of the older and 
more important societies of the country, beginning, 
of course, with the American philosophical society, 
mith Ben Franklin for its first president. The Ta- 
tional acaden~y came in for a good share of the 
discussion, and in this conilection the general 
question of the relation of the academy to the 
gos ernment was considered, as well as that of the 
position of the 'go7 ernment scientist.' He paid 
the society ~il~ic11 so satisfactorilro ~ e r  he has 
presided the deser~~edcompliment of declaring 
it to he first in importance among the local societies 
of America. 

Only a few days later, the chemical society, a 
young and ~igorous organization, listened to the 
address of its retiring president, Prof. F. 77'. 
Clarke. I t  was an able and entertaining ~Psunzi 
of the growth of chemistry in 17~ashii1gton during 
the past t m e l ~  e or fifteen years, and it concluded 
wit11 a plea for the establishnlent of a national 
laboratory. TI-hic11. in its dimensions and equip-
ment, should be commensurate with the impor- 
tance and dignity of the science. drgunlents to 
shorn the economy in and the necessity for such 
ail establish~uent were not lacking, either in num- 
ber or force. Examples of duplication or useless 
repetition of work, nlultiplication of instruments 
and facilities with no increase in eficiency, and 
frittering away time and energy on work properly 
belo3ging elsewhere, mere given with a c o n ~ ~ i n -
cing en~phasis, which made it a little difficult, a t  
the close of the address, to believe that there were 
two sides to the question. 

IT-it11 tlle assenlbling of congress, the commit- 
tee appointed by that body to report upon the 
ad~isability of a union of the scientific biirraiis of 
the gorernment has taken up its ~vork  again. 
Two or three meetings hale  been held, at n7hich 
one or more officers of the signal corps hare been 
examined. Nost of the e~idence obtained by this 
committee prior to the current session has been 
widely published, and read by many \\*it11 much 
interest. I t  may be inferred, froin the pronipt- 
ne3s with mllicll the committee has begun tlie 
collectioil of testimony at the opening of the 
session, that it is desirons of making its report a t  
an early day : indeed, it is generally thought that 
not much inore will be doze in the way of exami- 
nation of ~5-itnesses. 

The signal service, ~ ~ h i c h  has received much 
attention during the past year at the hands of this 
committee, as well as from the general public, is 
preparing for the introduction of one or two im- 


