
lation, resulted in co~lsumption in these people. 
In  the country, consumption prevails in damp 
valleys and along the banks of rirers. In  the city 
we find it most prevalent in those whose habits are 
sedentary, as boolr-keepers, clerlrs, saleunle~~, etc. 
I t  is also pre~~alentamong file-makers, steel-
workers, grindstone-nmkers. In the 1:itter class, 
hardly one escapes. In the iliscussion of this 
paper, it callle out that the mortalit?- from con-
sumption was greater in the District of Columbia, 
in proportion to its population, than in all of Xe\v 
Englalld ; and that nrllenever it occurred it rvas 
largely acquired, probably seventy-fire per cent. 
In  fact, some, Dr. Didama of Syracuse anlong the 
number, beliered that it was a l w a ~ s  acquired, and 
never hereditary. 

The ex-ening sessioll of Dec. 9 was opened by 
the reading of a paper on 'The Gerrnan system of 
physical education,' by Dr. E. $1. Hartwell, Johns 
Hopkins ~uliversity, Baltimore. 

Physical training had its origin in Germany in 
1786. At present tlle time devoted to this part of 
the education must be at  least two hours 1%-eeldy. 
The effect on the dere1olmle;zt of tlle German 
~ o u t l lcan be imagined 71-hen it is considered that 
this s~stematic  l~llysical training continues fro111 
the age of six Fears to the age of eighteen in girls, 
and t ~ ~ e a t y  in boys. 

A full list of the papers was given in Science of 
Nov. 20. 

The Lomb prizes mere awarded as follows :-
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396 bodies incinerated. In Spain a bill has become 
law, grant'ing permission to cremate human bodies. 
In Germany, in 1884. 180 bodies were similarly 
disposed of. During the present Fear four persons 
hare been cremated in England, and there is now 
no question there of the legality of this process. 
The agitation of the question has aroused the 
Cl~urch of England, and important reforu~s have 
been inst'ituted in the methods of burial. One of 
these is the snbstitution, for the usual coffins, of 
those made frorri pulp or ynpieir-nzachk, which 
will readily disintegrate. In France a bill i~ now 
in the cllatnber of deputies, legalizing cremation. 
and an engineer has been sent to Italy to study the 
best plans for a crematorium, to be built near 
Paris. During 1884 six societies for the advance- 
ment of crernat'ion have been established in the 
United States, and two crematories erected. 

Mr. Lornb offered new prizes for another year. 
oue for plans for constructing houses costing 
$000, $1,000, and $1,500 ; tlle arnounts to he $100 
for the first, $75 for the s~cond,  $50 for the third, 
and $25 for the fourth. 

The fo1lowi:lg officers were elected for the en- 
suing year : president, Dr. I-I. P. Walcott, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. ; first vice-president, Dr. C. TV. 

lo. ' H e a l t h ~  hotlies and foocis for t!le ~ ~ o r l i i n g  
classes.' First prize not awarded ; second. toVic- 
tor C. Vaughan, Ann Arbor, 31ich. 

2".  'Sanitary conditions and necessities of 
school-houses and school-life.' First prize not 
awarded ; second, to D. F. Lincoln, l\I.D., Boston, 
Mass. 

3". ' Disinfection and indivitlual prophylaxis 
against infections diseases.' First prize, to George 
M. Sternberg, M.D., surgeon U.S..A. ; second not 
awarded. 

4". "The preventable causes of disease, injury, 
and death in American nlanufactories and work- 
shops, and the best nieans and appliances for pre- 
venbing and avoiding them." First prize not 
awarded ; second, to George H. Ireland, Spring- 
field, Mass. 

Reports of co~nn~itteeson school hygiene, ani- 
mal diseases and animal foods, ancl on disposal of 
the dead, were made by their respective chairmen. 
The latter was a dsu?nk of what had been accom- 
plished during tlle past year in the advancement 
of cren~atioa. The 4,380 human bodies which are 
dissected annually in Paris at the medical school 
are now cremated in the cemetery of Pdre la 
Chaise. In Italy there \%-ere, during the year 1884, 

Covernton, Toronto, Canada; second rice-president, 
Dr. G. B. Thoraton, Mempllis, Tenn. ; treasurer, 
Dr. J. Berrien Linclsley, Nashville, Tenn. The 
sec.ret:~ry, Dr. Irving A. TlTatson, was elected in 
1583 for three years. 

I t  was decided to liold tlle next meeting a t  
Toronto, Canada, ccnlniencing on the first Tues- 
clay in October. 

BIETNODX OF TEACHIJVG POLITICAL 

PROFESSOR weLA^^^^^^ opens the work ~vhich 
jlarc untler considerntio~l ~ r i t h  these words : "Tile 
t.xi+tence of this little hooli is due to an attempt to 
convey by lectures to students an undcrstaacl-
ing of tlie position m-hich political economy holds 
in ~.egard, not inerely lo its actual usefulness for 
ex el y citizen, but to its discip1inar)-po\~-ers, ancl to 
t l ~ e  qualities of mind which are cecessary for 
success in the study." 

The author's treatment of ~nethods, based as it 
is upon an experience of several years in the 
class-room, is valuable botli on account of its yosi- 
tive information and its suggestiveness. I t  may be 
well, in pariicular, to call attention to those pages 
in  which Professor Lauglllin describes the advan- 

Tlie stnicly of political econonly. Hi??is t o  students cr?~d 
tenc1to.s. BJ J. ZinWRFXCE LAUGHLIN,Ph.D.. assistant pro-
fessor of political economy in Harvard universi ty.  Kc-%-
Pork, Aj~p l e to r~ ,  I 2 O .1885. 



tages of the graphic method as a means of illus- 
trating principles and presenting statistical state- 
ments, the signiiicance of which is understood 
with so much difficulty by the ordinary student. 
Professor Laughlin recognizes the utility of history 
and statistics, but he treats them rather as means 
of illustration and T erification of what has other- 
wise been a>certained, than as tile source of new 
principles. Professor Laughliil also atteinpts to 
divorce ethics and economics. 

A feature of the book is a .teaclleis' library,' 
excellent on the ~vhole, though onlis6ions are no- 
ticeable. S o  history of the science is rlientioned. 
E\-en such a well-lcnn~i-n and val~xable work as 
Thorold Rogers' .ITorli and wages ' fintls no place, 
and the same is true of the mollrs of [Vagner and 
Knies. Colnlnuiliim and socialism, iirespective 
ol the value of their theories, have assumed an 
historical importa-ce sufficient to delnand a careful 
study of their principlps by teachprs of political 
economy ; yet none of their leading exponents are 
referred to. Cnder ' lteports and statistics,' the 
author fails to notice those valuable sources of 
infonnatlon, the reports of the state bureaus of 
labor statistics, as well as other valuable state pub- 
lications. 

The object of the b ~ o k  is good, and the worlr is 
a T aluable addition to our too scanty literature on 
the subject of method ia  teaching political econ-
omy. 

NOTES ALZD I\~EE%'. 

G. P. PUTN~M'SSONSannoi1nce the publica-
tion of a nlonthly paper to begin January, 1886, 
to be entitled The s t a t i o i z a l  nrgus. This paper 
v.ill be devoted to tlle discussion of questions ie- 
lating to the care of the insane, the idiotic, the 
deaf and dumb, tlle blind, paupers, ancl llonleless 
cllildren. 

- I1 of NOV. Z report^ that Dr.I I L O T ~ U ~ ? ~ ~  

Freire of Rio Janeiro has inoculatecL inore than 
three hundrerl pelsons with a liquid culture of 
tlle yellow-fe~ er microbe. Such i ~oculations ,ire 
performed with five or six punctures in one arm, 
and in a few hours afterwards the patient com- 
plains of heatlache and backache, with a slight 
rise of temperature. Nausea and vonliting occur 
in rare cases. These symptoms sometimes last 
between two and three days. but they are neper 
serious. The i~locnlations are practised on indi- 
viduds who were in the centre of the infected 
locality. None of them died, and only very few 
presented mild forms of yellow ferer. 

-Lord Craaforcl cables, Dec. 16, the discovery 
by Gore of a new star, in  the place of D. &I.20°, 
1172, possibly a vaiiable. It was of the 6th nnag. 
on Dec. 13. 

-Kane's ( European butterflies ' is meant to 
replace Kirby's little inanual published more than 
twenty years ago, and is, indeed, a much illore 
complete morlr, with excellent illustmtions of over 
100 butterflies ; but it is sadly deficient just wllere 
5%-e most need help, and where Kirby did ail that 
was then possible, for ~t pays no attention ~vha t -  
e \er  to the early stages or food plants of these 
insects, any allusions to thein b a n g  merely 
incidental. Ii is of value, therefore, only to a 
student of the old school, or the old-fashioned 
collector. I n  its details as to geographical distri- 
bution it is worthy of all praise. 

-The Slnithsonian institution has issued a 
price-list of its publications, m~ilicl~ are no longer 
distributed gratuitously to inclividuals, as formerly; 
and no wonder, when they already exceed six 
hundred. The prices which ha\ e been affixed are 
high as conlpnred to g o ~ e r n n ~ e n t  publications in  
general, though a n  ordinary publisher TT-ould look 
on tl~eiz? as rather low. Considering the object of 
the institution, one is inclined to mish the prices 
had heen made somcwlmt lower ; and to attach 
any price at  all to sorlle of them, such as circulars, 
seems not worth the pains. Xearly a third of the 
publications are out of print, arid therefore not 
embraced in the list. 

-Wit11 the beginnina of the coming year, the 
two leading meteorological journals -the Austrian 
and the German-will be consolidated. and will 
appear under the joint edilorsllip of Drs. Ilailn 
and KGppen. The composite journal mill be 
known simply as the Xeteorologische zeiisch~qt. 
It mill be pub!ished by Asher & Co. of Berlin. 

-Dr. Latoul's 'De la chalenr animale ' (Paris, 
Buillidr~, 1883) may be described as an attempt 
by a person unacquaiilted with elementary facts 
in pllqsiology and anatonly to explain tlle pathol- 
ogy and nature of ferer. In  reading it, one hardly 
l m o ~ ~ swhether lo  be ainused by its author's nuif 
self-conceit or to be exasperated by his impudence. 
i l s  regards the color of the blood. we are informed 
(p. 13) that " it is only by mixture with cai'bonie 
acid . . . that this fluid takes the clarli tint,-a tint 
~vllich it gires up to resume its brightness so soon 
as this excrenlentitial gas has been rejected." I t  
is hardly necessary to point out that the bright 
color of arterial blood is due to the fact that its 
coloring-matter is combined mlillx oxygen ; and the 
dark color of venous blood, to the fact that most of 
tlle haernoglobin has giren up its oxygen, and that 


