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stations, particularly Moose Jaw (which owes its present status he Imo~vs next to nothing, which 
name to the shape of the bend in a creek there), shall present the subject as it  mas some time in 
you may buy excellent specimens of buffalo-horns, the past, provided he goes back far enough 
somexvhat polished, and bound together with toward the beginning of things. This is just what 
forehead-hides or bead-embroidered flannel, -the the author has done in this boolr. If he had pub- 
worlr of Indians and half-breeds. lished it fifty years ago it  would have bren a 

ERKEST ISGERSOLL. Coming a t  valuable contribution to the subject. 

A%TTWO~IIB'SPOLITICAL ~CO~\TOJTI~.  
IN illustrating tile ease labor lllay 

rush from one channel to another in case of a 
cllange in denland, Professor Newcomb renlarlis 
on p. 115 that l?rofessor of one science can 
collllnonly teach anotfler." 1f he llaci said that it 
is unhapl~ily true that an ignorant and unthinl~illg 
public often considers tllat a man enlinellt ill olle 
department is eqLlal!y so in several or all otller 
&pal-tlnents, or that it is a colllnlon but most 

notion tl-rat a college professor of one 
branch might just as T,-ell be professor of anotller 
also -as, for instance, tllat ktle professor of chris-
tian evidences and New Testanlent Greelr may 
also take physics as well as not, -and tflat this 
absurd notion is at, present one of the jnost serious 
obstacles toany real improvement of our educational 
system, he would hare been very mucfl nearer the 
truth, and, ,,re cannot help believing, nearer to 
his oxvn real opinions when in his soberer mo-
lnents. certain it is, at any rate, that if a nlan 
who had given the best years his life to the 
study of economy sllould JT7ander over 
into tile field of astrononlgand physics, and un-

6 'dertalre to bring order into tfle reigning con-
fusion," and "to give tile subject recogllized 
place anlong the sciences by being tile first to 

t!llis late da,y, i t  is still valuable as an instance of 
horn completely a man ]nay enter into the ideas 
and thought^ of past generation, and horn skil-
fully he lrlaY re-~resent them. 

There is no evidence in the style of reasoning in 
this morlr that the author is a t  all acquainted with 
the recent literature of the science either in Eng- 
land or on the continent. One great advance in 
econonlic science of the last twenty-fix-e years lies 
in a change of its prevailing method. It has been 
aiTected in a rrlost healthy way by the enorrriouv 
progress of physical and natural science. I t  is 
reachiilg out to avail itself of their niethods so far 
as possible. As a result of this new method, it  has 
come to reject the old generalizations, and, while 
recognizing that they were exceedingly valuable 
in  their time, and formed important, nay, neces- 
sary links in the chain of scientific progress, i t  
now insists that we have ample evidence of their 
crudeness and inconlpleteness, and that, taliing 
whatever nlay be lert of them that is true, we 
must now look for valurtble results to careful and 
far-reaching inductive study of the facts of our 
social and econonlic o rax ism as the indispensable 
basisof new and more fruitful generalizations. 

Of all this there is scarcely a trace in Professor 
Newconlb's treatment. He repeats exploded theo- 
ries and alnlost universally rejected laws with the 

treat and develop it  as professorxew- ~ ~ t n l o s t  as which will be ac-nai'vetir "principles 
comb would be just t,he man to administ-er a seyere 
and deserved castig;ttion. ~h~ offence is none tile 
less because in tflis case me hare great
and astronomer alld l,hg.sicist wander- 

ing into tile economic field and L1ndertaliing 
to set things to rights. 

Tile fact is that tile progress of lnodern science 
in every branch llas beell so great x5rithin tllis 
century, that lie is a bold indeed Tl-llo thinlrs 
that he is elltitled to speak as an aotllority even ill 
two or tllree fields, t ~ l o U g ~ l  closelytfley be 
allied. l'lle Inere worli of the facts 
which are necessary to enable one to sl,eali wit~l 

has becorlle so great in allllost ally of 
the more developed branches of llumau science, 
that it is tfle task of years to clo t,llis for a single 
branch, to say nothing of a half dozen. It is, 
llowex-er, perfectly wit:lin the of an able 
lllan to JT~rite treatise on a science of wllose 
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cepted hy all who understand the subjecl." 1t is 
true that he calls attention, in his cl~apter on 
economic method, to the necessity of more exact 
definition and careful reasoning ; but talren in 
connection with his actual treatment, it has much 
the same effect on the professional economist that 
would be produced on the p!lysicist or astronomer 
by :in attempt on the part of TT7ilhelm Roscher or 
GliEe Leslie to restate the corpnsc~ilar theory of 
li&t on the Ptolemaic SJ-sten? of astronomy with 
a greater exactness of definition, and closeness of 
reasoning. A worlr prepared in this latter spirit 
would doubtless hax-e a value, as, for example, for 
disciplinary purposes in  an old-fashioned college, 
but it hardly be acce13ted by ~revailillg 
a~~thori t iesas in any sense a productix-e contribu- 
tion to the science. 

Professor Newcomb's morli is written frotn the 
old stand-point of extreme individualism. The au- 
thortalresit for granted,and indeed expressly asserts 
in inore places thaa one, that the individual, in fol- 



lowing out his own interest as he T-iews it, will a t  
the satne time always promote in tlle most efficient 
manner the public interest. Tn speaking of owner- 
ship in natural agents, he remarks (p. 81) that 
"under our everyactual s3sten1 the care ~ ~ h i c l l  
prudent person talres of his own pioperty is ex- 
tended by the owners of natural agents to their 
property, ancl thus the coiltents of the great store- 
houses of natnre are protected from waste." Surely 
the author knows of tlle great cle~astation of our 
forest lands by p r i ~ ~ a t e  owners, bent on follo\r-inq 
their own interest to the exclusion of that of the 
prtblic. 13e has surely lleard of the revelations 
recently made in England and Irelaild ~vhich 
slio\ved that the productiveness of agricultural 
lands mas permanently lowered by the policy of 
interference adopted by the landlords, and which 
lee1 to most rigorous restrictions on freedom of 
contract in the interest of the coinmurity. Surely 
the author knom s that ill nearly every state in the 
union it has been necessary to pass lams for 
conlpulsory drainage of s\i7anlps, \vl;ose owners 
refused in some cases to have thein drained 
at  all, even at others' expense. Tllese are 
illustrations of a lam very diffeient from that 
enunciated by the author, and that is, that 
the interest of the individual diverges at  a 
thousand points from that of the ahole, and 
that positi~e legislation is needed at  all times 
to secure the interests of the latter as against the 
fornler. Professor Kern-comb himself, intleecl, 
almost iinmeciiately talres back the statement 
quoted d o r e  by admltting that me has e to depend 
upon law ancl public opinion to corltrol private 
interest : but as he repeats the former statement 
in many different foiins, and founds his whole 
systenl of laissez-laire upon it, me tnust accept it 
as his real view. 

As a fair specimen of the mode of reasoning, we 
inay refer to the irrestigation begun on 1). 533, 
as to whether "any system intended to limit t,he 
liberty of ally nlan to acquire all the wealth he 
can by legal means, and to employ it in the way 
he chooses, can conduce to the general good." 
The question, as stated, in~olves apetitio pr'i)~cipi%. 
By l rgnl  mea:rs ? TVhnt does this pllrase 'legal' 
mean? It is evident that the anther is thinlring 
of the nleans ~ r h i c h  arc legal under our present 
system of la\~-s in t l~ i scountry. Brit he is trying 
to get forinulas for a general political economy 
which sl:i~ll hold good of present, past, ancl future 
societies alike, and our laws are not the same as 
they were a century ago, or as they will be a cen- 
tury to come ; nor are they the same as Flnglisll or 
French or Gerillan laws. Xobody denies a man's 
right to get all he can by legal means, but Tery 
many people deny that certain means now legal 

are judicious, and promotive of the public good. 
Tlle author e~ident ly goes upon the assumptions 
that our present laws are just and natural, and 
that any thing which is legal under them is 
also just and natural,--tv70 aseuinptions which 
const i t~~te I-Ie sunls the wl-hole point in dispute. 
up the cliscussion in the renlarlc that " the fact is, 
that on our present system the enjoyment of the 
collectecl wealth of the comnlunity is as nearly in 
accord with the ideal principles of equity as any 
general system can be." This sounds lilre a voice 
from the clead. It is worthy of the rig or st period 
of ' hlanchesterisn~.' I t  is this kind of political 
econonly, which, regarding the case 8.s closed in 
favor of the existing order in its present form, 
has done acd is doing more to proniote the most 
clangerous type of comnlunistic and socialistic 
spirit and doctrine than all the va1,orings of so-
called professorial socialisnl of the last generation. 
Even John Stuart Mill declarecl that conlnlunisnl 
or socialism coulcl not be any worse than the 
existing order, if this order is capable of no im- 
proreinent. 

If, passing over this funclanzeiital viexv, mhicl~ 
is, of course, the most important consicleration in  
the case, me loolr a t  the details of the boolr, we 
shall find i l~uch to admire. The qualities rn~hicll 
have nlacle the author one of the most eminent 
astrononlers of this generation serve him a good 
turn in his discusr;ion of several of the most inl- 
portant topics. There is a general tone of fair-
lnindedness ~vllicll is often lacliing in works 
written from the general stand-point of the a ~ ~ t l l o r ,  
and wllich maBes one only regret still more 
keenly the author's lack of specin1 knowleilge, 
which, if it had been supplied, might have given us 
a really valuable work. Some misstatements of 
facts sllould perhaps be noticed. The iliscussion 
of the national bailking systenl was evidently 
myitten several years ago, and not revised to date. 
There is an unhappy confusion of the labor party 
with the socialists, ~i-hich again reveals the author's 
ignorance of actual facts in the social organism of 
whiclz he treats. I n  his discussion of binletal-
l is~n,he says that the government goes on the 
assuiilption that "idle values of equal >\-eights of 
the two precious metals have a certain fixed ratio," 
-astatenlent which isnot true as a matter of fact, 
and is a gross caricature if intended to represent 
the views of bimetallists. E. J. JA~IES. 

~OT~\ ' ITHST_~_XDIXGthe rapid nlultiplication of 
text-books within recent years, it is a pleasure to 

Gray's hota?zicaZ text-book. P h y s ~ o l o ~ i c a lbotany, par t  
ii. By G I .  L. GOODALE.Philadelphia, I e ~ s o n ,  Blake?,~an, 
il'nylor, ~?2Co., 1885. 


