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the creation of more professorsl~ips and the propri- 
ety of conlbining their forces into a national 
faculty, institute, or school, of advailced geograph- 
ical teaching. 111 this way no additional expense 
would be required, and yet the work inigl~t be 
more effectively carried on. 
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position ~ v i t h  that of neighboring stars on six con- 
secutire days after cliscovery, thus furnishing 
plenty of data for fixiilg the time of perihelion 
passage ancl correcting the elements of its orbit, exren 
if no other obselraiions are secured a t  this return. 
The same obser~er  also obtained good obserra-
tions of Barnard's coinet on the seven consecutive 

The minister in replying evinced liis syinpatl~y nigllts follo~ring the telegraphic anno~ulcement of 
with the view that geography was gro~ving daily its disc01-ery. Tllese are records that could be 
more iinportant and should be inore xviclely t a ~ ~ g l l t .  nlaile at it er\ few places outside the sunn) skies ol' 
He declared his desire for more 11umero11s chairs 
of 'that science, and that it should be taught inore 
effectively, but doubted whether it  were desirable 
that any centralized body should undertalre in-
struction of that science separately, e\-iclelltly be- 
lieving that it should be taught in corjunction 
with other branches of leanliilg. He also pointed 
out that much progwss had already been made. 
Four professorsllips of geography have been cl.e%- 
ted since 1870, and more tlian ten others con~bine 
history and geography, besides which there are 
several courses of lectures on geographical sub-
jects. 31. Drapeyron, the editor of the review, is 
dex-oted to the project of a national scllool of 
geography, and has constituted himself its apostle 
in France. By geopaphy is, of course, incant 
' I<nowledge of tlie earth ' in its widest sense, anil 
not merely a smattering of l~olitical divisioas, 
large towns and the most salient physical fea- 
tures, mixecl with a little history, ethnology, nr-
chitecture and cartogral~l~y, ~x-llich passes muster 
for the science of geog~aphy in most of our schools. 

Great Britain has recently been stirriug in the 
matter of geographical teaching, and, though this 
country has benefited greatly by the v-ol.k and 
presence of such men as Qnyot and Jlaury, and 
by the constant progess of actual exploratioa, 
~vllich has^ made certain aspects of geograplly 
familiar to the public mind, yet el-en here the 
teaching of this science leaves much to be desired, 
and it is not yet, we believe, recognized by a full 
professorship in any of our universities. 

ASTROXOIIERS NOST observatories must envy AT 

those at  Nice their clear skies. 111. Charlois of that 
observatory mas the first to picb up Tuttle's conlet 
at its late return, and, although it was only possi- 
ble to observe it for ten or fifteen minutes etxch 
morning, between its rising-time and t ~ i l i g h t ,  yet, 
in spite of its faintness, nearness to the horizon, 
and this limited time, he v-as able to compare its 

sonthera 3 a n c e  and Italj-. 

THE RELBTITC I~IPORTAXCE of astronomy and 
meleorologv, as loolced upon in some parts of tlie 
~ ~ o l l d ,is xiell illustrated in a colunle just pub- 
lished \\ lloie title page reads : " 3Ieteorological ob- 
sen  at ions mntle at the Adelaide obserratorj , and 
otller places in southern Austialia and the northern 
t e n ~ t o r ) ,  during the 1 ear 1882, under the cliiection 
of Charles Todd, C. 31. O.,F.R. il. S., obserxei, 
l1o~tmaster-geaer,11, ancl superintendeilt of tele-
graphs." The volume is a follo of 298 pages, of 
IT hich all but tx-o are devoted to meteorologj. 
These tx-o dercribe the astrononiical norb  of the 
Adelaide obscl\atorg for 1882, the first being de- 
voted to the obser~ ation of Len pllenomena of Jupi- 
tel's satellites, of ~\-hich only tr\ o are eclipses, the 
pheno~nenn tinlecl in these cases be~ng desciibecl as 
' first seen,' ' qulte dlstinct,' and ' full blaze.' The 
otller l).?%e is c le~ oted to the director's obser\~ations 
u11o11 the tralliit of Venus of December 7, mndt: a t  

ye at^^ ortll. The description of the determination 
of the latitude of the ohsersing station is ~ ~ ~ o r t l l  
quoilng. " Tlle latitude, deduced fioin elel-en 
nleliclian altitudes, kindly taken with a sexbant by 
311. J. IT7. Conilolly, surreyor, is 3-2" 6' 244.". " 

TEiE" ALERT EXPEDITIOX. 

Txl: steamer Alert, Lieutenant C+ordon, R. N., 
commanding, arrixed at  St. John's. S.F., Oct. 14, 
froin ller second attempt to reach Ilrtd5on Bay, 
h a ~ i n g  rislted all the stations where observers 
hacl been placed in 1884, relieving the parties and 
su~ppl~ingtheir places by fresh observers. All 
were 71-ell, only one death, that of a station hand 
by scurvy, ha.cing been reported. One of the 
slations 7r:is found deserted, but the party, fearing 
the Alert inight not reach them, hail taken pas- 
sage on the I-Pudson Bay company's steanler 
Labrador. The results of ~vork  at the stations have 
been farorable, though exact details have not yet 
been receix-eil. The Alert reached her destination 



without difficulty, and those most interested in 
the route by Hudson Bay to Europe for the wheat 
of Manitoba, are entl~nsiastic in their assertions 
that this proves the pmcticnhility of the route. A 
sober second thought, 11o~ve-i-er, would indicate 
that, as far as yet made public, absolutely nothing 
new has been learned on the aoyage of the Alert. 
The character of the navigation of I-Iudson Bay, 
a great shoal inlet, with its bottom dotted with 
stupendous bowlders often rising nearly to the 
surface ; \\-it11 ao good port in the souxthwest, 
where, at the best anchorage, the vessel lies eight 
or nine miles from ~r l la t  must be the shipping 
point, permanent piers of any length being out of 
the question, owing to the illovements of the ice ; 
a strictly arctic climate, constant mirage, and no 
charts of any value: these incidents of the plan 
do not seein to be affected by anj-thiilg done on 
the voyage as far as yet lcnomn. 

USE AATDABUSE OF LEiiRlWD SOCIETIES. 

Evc iz~country thinlrs, cloubtless. \~-ilen it loolis 
a t  the peculiar ivay in which things are done in 
other countries, that it coulcl d e ~  ise a niethod of 
mnch more dignity and wisclo~ll for ~arr r ing  out 
its purposes. We inay certainly be excusecl for 
thinking that the plans by which gieat Inen are 
selected in both England ancl France might be im- 
provecl upon. The fainiliar story of the candidate 
for the fortieth arm-chair of the French a~aclenly 
going about and soliciting the 7otes of thirty-nine 
immoltals, never fails to gire one an ~tnpleasar~t 
shock at e7 ery fresh hearing. Even our presiilen- 
tial candidates ale considered to be deficient in 
dignit> whe~z they illalre pitblic speeches in tllelr 
o~mihellalf. :mcl the literary nlan is supposed to be 
a nlan of much nlore delicate feeling t h n  any poli- 
tician. Kor is the English way of granting adrnis- 
sion into the Royal society at all to be preferred ; 
to hold an actual conll~etitire examination, on the 
result of which a certain number of successful 
caxdidates are annually chosen, is not to show 
deference to the feelings of the candidate any 
more than the French h a ~ ~ e  done. 

There is a sinlple principle that should guide the 

bestowal of honors,-it is that they sho~tld be given 

and not sought. In  private life a nlail is not ex- 

pected to press his merits or his company upon 

his friends. We should consider it a barbarous 

social etiquette in which a person was required to 

call upon all his acquaintances and beg to be in- 

vited to their choicest dinners. If rewards are to 


be given at all for distinction in science or in 
letters, they should be g i ~ e n  freely, and not be 
nlacle bitter by conditions to which a gentleman 
has never before been obliged to submit. It may 
be a difiicult matter to malie the proper choice, 
but, at least, it should be made mitho~xt the assist- 
ance of the candidate himself. 

The English nlethod has the additional disad- 
vantage tlrat it does not secure the men \;horn it 
is most desirable to honor. During the school-boy 
period. the distinction between different individu- 
al$ is a distinction of learning, and an examination 
is not unfitted to discover the boy {rho ileseroes 
re>\-ard. But learning is not the quality which a 
state needs to lnalie it great. Casauhons are not 
the kincl of mt,n xho  have built up English 
science. The qualities which o~xght to be encour-
aged, alcl ~vllich it should be n nation's delight to 
honor, are qualities too subtle to be detected by a 
competitive examination. That is a way of deal- 
ing out honors ~v?~ich,  as Professor Chrystal has 
just said before the British association, belongs to 
the pupillary age both of men and of nations. 

In our own national academy, whose tender age 
forbids as yet the lustre that clings to the ancient 
instit~~tionsof the European capitals, the only 
knowledge a man inay have that he is a candidate 
for election is through the inlprudence of his 
friends among the academicians,-an imprudence 

is unhappily too common. Indeed it is 
becoming e7iclent to many that the candidate 
active in pushing his own claims, in however 
secret a manner, is pro tanto lessening Ius chances 
of admission. And this is as it should be ;merit in 
the eyes of others should be the single test. 

THE RECEATT EDUCATIOAVAL JfEETINC IN 
BOSTON. 

TIIE educational conference, ~vhicli met on Friday 
and Saturday, Oct. 16 and 17, at the Boston Latin 
school, was one of the most notable ever held in 
America, by reason of the representative character 
of the delegates, the nature of the topicb discussed, 
and the lsossible effect upon our higher education 
of the nlovenlent there inaugurated. 

The teachers of the preparatory schools have for 
some time been conscious of certain difficulties 
arising from the lack of a proper understand-
ing on their pal% of what the colleges really desire 
of them, and particularly as regards the requisi- 
tions for adnlission to college, in the determination 
of which, they, however interested parties, have 
never been recognized as having a voice. Addi-


