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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1885. 

COJEIIEXT AlVD CRITlCISM. 

IT IS REPORTED that the President has ~irtually 
decided to postpone the appointment of the super- 
intendent of the coast and geodetic survey until 
after the meeting of congress. This, if true, will 
be regretted by all interested in the surxey, as it 
is essential that when congress assembles there 
shall be some one to speak with authority about 
the needs and work of the survey-. As the matter 
now stands, congress will have no one to look to 
for a policy. 

- - -

AX IXTERESTING DISCCSSION took place at the 
meeting, October 9, of the Naval institute at An- 
napolis on the subject of arctic exploration. C. R. 
Markham, of the Royal geographical society, pre- 
sicled, and the essayist of the evening was Lieut. 
J. TIT, Danenhower of the Jeannette expedition. 
The point of the paper was the inadvisability of 
further arctic exploration, and the spealrer de- 
clared himself as definitely op~osed to further ex- 
ploration of the polar region bounded by the 85th 
parallel. He considered that geographical dis-
corery is not of sufficient importa::ce to warrant 
exposure to the dangers to be encountered there, 
and that there is no special reason for supposing 
that the meteorological phenomena of the polar 
region differ essentially from those which may be 
observed near its borders. The paper was supple- 
mented by others received from Chief engineer 
Geo. TIT, illelville, U.S.N., Sir Geo. Nares, and 
Lieutenant Greely, and verbally discussed by Dr. 
E. Bessels of the Polaris expedition, and Mr. llarlr- 
ham. Letters in fa~ror of further arctic explora- 
tion were read froni Prof. J. E. Nourse, U.S.N., 
and Dr. H. Rinlr, formerly governor of the Danish 
colonies in Greenland. 

The tenor of the discussion, generally, was to the 
effect tllat, while it might be admittedthat further 
exploration could not be justified on utilitarian and 
commercial grounds, nevertheless, without refer- 
ence to scientific results, the world could not but 
gain by the examples of determination and heroism 
which arctic exploration may be counted on to de- 
.relo pin the future, as it has done in the past, that 

indiricluals and uations canzot afford to gauge 
their endeavors by a merely conlmercial standard ; 
and, last, that in regard to the facts of terrestrial 
physics to be determined by arctic exploration, the 
essayist had come to an unwarranted conclusion. 
The latter view was especially insisted on in a 
vigorous and co~nprehensive statement by Mr. 
Markham. 

There can be but one opinion among men of 
science in regard to a certaim sort of arctic expedi- 
tion. A vague ' patriotic ' impulse to plant the 
flag of any given country at the pole, taken by 
itself, is no more e-atitled to respect than is the 
nlotire which pronlpted the wanderings of ' Ser-
geant Bates ' over regions generally accessible. 
An expedition fitted out for mere glory, without 
any definite scientific object or well matured and 
clearly ~uiderstoocl plan, officered by nlen whose 
courage, enthusiasm and inexperience are their 
only qualifications, is in no respect to be com-
mended. Such expeditions have had their share 
of the glory they sought, and have contributed an 
enornions proportion to the total of arctic disaster. 
It is to be hoped that there mill be no more of 
them, in spite of the fact that they have also con- 
tributed something to the coinmon stock of kno\vl- 
edge. Scientific exploration of the arctic regions 
will go on. Like other undertakings ~vhich de- 
pend for the sine\%-s of \%-ar upon national or 
individual interest and liberality, it will have its 
periods of activity and of inaction. But that the 
crown of the sphere shall be left to solitude and 
the auroras, w-hile science with her questions and 
man with his anibitions coexist upon this planet, 
is a proposition requiring no refutation. 

THE NECESSITY OF PAYING greater attention to 
the study of geography in its widest sense is gradual- 
ly beconling aclnlittecl in European countries. The 
Revzce cle ge 'ogrc~phiecites, with appropriate com- 
ments, a recent discussion in the French senate on 
this subject, by 11. Bardoux, formerly hlinister of 
public instruction, and M. Goblet, at present hold- 
ing that office. In brief, the former called atten- 
tion to the need of more and better geographical 
teaching, both in Paris and the provinces, and to 
the isolation of the present teachers. He urged 
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the creation of more professorsl~ips and the propri- 
ety of conlbining their forces into a national 
faculty, institute, or school, of advailced geograph- 
ical teaching. 111 this way no additional expense 
would be required, and yet the work inigl~t be 
more effectively carried on. 
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position ~ v i t h  that of neighboring stars on six con- 
secutire days after cliscovery, thus furnishing 
plenty of data for fixiilg the time of perihelion 
passage ancl correcting the elements of its orbit, exren 
if no other obselraiions are secured a t  this return. 
The same obser~er  also obtained good obserra-
tions of Barnard's coinet on the seven consecutive 

The minister in replying evinced liis syinpatl~y nigllts follo~ring the telegraphic anno~ulcement of 
with the view that geography was gro~ving daily its disc01-ery. Tllese are records that could be 
more iinportant and should be inore xviclely t a ~ ~ g l l t .  nlaile at it er\ few places outside the sunn) skies ol' 
He declared his desire for more 11umero11s chairs 
of 'that science, and that it should be taught inore 
effectively, but doubted whether it  were desirable 
that any centralized body should undertalre in-
struction of that science separately, e\-iclelltly be- 
lieving that it should be taught in corjunction 
with other branches of leanliilg. He also pointed 
out that much progwss had already been made. 
Four professorsllips of geography have been cl.e%- 
ted since 1870, and more tlian ten others con~bine 
history and geography, besides which there are 
several courses of lectures on geographical sub-
jects. 31. Drapeyron, the editor of the review, is 
dex-oted to the project of a national scllool of 
geography, and has constituted himself its apostle 
in France. By geopaphy is, of course, incant 
' I<nowledge of tlie earth ' in its widest sense, anil 
not merely a smattering of l~olitical divisioas, 
large towns and the most salient physical fea- 
tures, mixecl with a little history, ethnology, nr-
chitecture and cartogral~l~y, ~x-llich passes muster 
for the science of geog~aphy in most of our schools. 

Great Britain has recently been stirriug in the 
matter of geographical teaching, and, though this 
country has benefited greatly by the v-ol.k and 
presence of such men as Qnyot and Jlaury, and 
by the constant progess of actual exploratioa, 
~vllich has^ made certain aspects of geograplly 
familiar to the public mind, yet el-en here the 
teaching of this science leaves much to be desired, 
and it is not yet, we believe, recognized by a full 
professorship in any of our universities. 

ASTROXOIIERS NOST observatories must envy AT 

those at  Nice their clear skies. 111. Charlois of that 
observatory mas the first to picb up Tuttle's conlet 
at its late return, and, although it was only possi- 
ble to observe it for ten or fifteen minutes etxch 
morning, between its rising-time and t ~ i l i g h t ,  yet, 
in spite of its faintness, nearness to the horizon, 
and this limited time, he v-as able to compare its 

sonthera 3 a n c e  and Italj-. 

THE RELBTITC I~IPORTAXCE of astronomy and 
meleorologv, as loolced upon in some parts of tlie 
~ ~ o l l d ,is xiell illustrated in a colunle just pub- 
lished \\ lloie title page reads : " 3Ieteorological ob- 
sen  at ions mntle at the Adelaide obserratorj , and 
otller places in southern Austialia and the northern 
t e n ~ t o r ) ,  during the 1 ear 1882, under the cliiection 
of Charles Todd, C. 31. O.,F.R. il. S., obserxei, 
l1o~tmaster-geaer,11, ancl superintendeilt of tele-
graphs." The volume is a follo of 298 pages, of 
IT hich all but tx-o are devoted to meteorologj. 
These tx-o dercribe the astrononiical norb  of the 
Adelaide obscl\atorg for 1882, the first being de- 
voted to the obser~ ation of Len pllenomena of Jupi- 
tel's satellites, of ~\-hich only tr\ o are eclipses, the 
pheno~nenn tinlecl in these cases be~ng desciibecl as 
' first seen,' ' qulte dlstinct,' and ' full blaze.' The 
otller l).?%e is c le~ oted to the director's obser\~ations 
u11o11 the tralliit of Venus of December 7, mndt: a t  

ye at^^ ortll. The description of the determination 
of the latitude of the ohsersing station is ~ ~ ~ o r t l l  
quoilng. " Tlle latitude, deduced fioin elel-en 
nleliclian altitudes, kindly taken with a sexbant by 
311. J. IT7. Conilolly, surreyor, is 3-2" 6' 244.". " 

TEiE" ALERT EXPEDITIOX. 

Txl: steamer Alert, Lieutenant C+ordon, R. N., 
commanding, arrixed at  St. John's. S.F., Oct. 14, 
froin ller second attempt to reach Ilrtd5on Bay, 
h a ~ i n g  rislted all the stations where observers 
hacl been placed in 1884, relieving the parties and 
su~ppl~ingtheir places by fresh observers. All 
were 71-ell, only one death, that of a station hand 
by scurvy, ha.cing been reported. One of the 
slations 7r:is found deserted, but the party, fearing 
the Alert inight not reach them, hail taken pas- 
sage on the I-Pudson Bay company's steanler 
Labrador. The results of ~vork  at the stations have 
been farorable, though exact details have not yet 
been receix-eil. The Alert reached her destination 


