
duri;lg some fifteen voyages along the south and 
~ves i~:oastof Africa. This book ~5-ould be supposed 
Cronl its full title to be a geographical or statisti- 
6x1 work from a military point of view. I t  does 
indeecl prehent facts of this character, but also 
niuclr more. Writte:~ in a a  easy and unassmnir~g 
style, the author has slrilfully combined with a n  
accocnt of the chief geographical and ecozomic 
features of the islands, a descriptioil of their at- 
tractions, their peculiarities, their odcl or extraordi- 
nary inhabitants, n~lcl a great variety of extremely 
amusing anecdotes. \Ire believe those of our 
readers who may be lrcl by this notice to peruse it 
will find themselves abu:xlar~tly repaid. 

St. Helena is first clescribed, rather briefly, as 
already much written about ; then follow Ascen- 
sion, F e r ~ ~ a n d o  Po, the Isles de Los, St. Vircent, 
Sax Antonio, Goree, Grallcl Canary, Telzeriffe and 
Nadeira. Some information of a strictly veracious 
character will also be found in regarcl to the miracu- 
lous isln;?cl of St. Brandan. 

Oae of the most s i~gnla r  spots is the island of 
Asce::sion, n-hich belongs to the British Admiralty, 
and is enrolled in the list of ships in commission 
uncler the title of ' the tender to 9.bl. S. Flora.' 
This origilaatecl in the fact that a vessel of that 
name was once anchored off the island as a store- 
ship, and part of the stores were kept on shore. 
Kaval discipline is maintained, but a few ladies, 
wives of the officers exiled to this barren spot, are 
allo~ved to remain here, submitting to naval rou- 
tine, which includes all lights out by 10 P. 31. 

There is no water except intermittent collection of 
rain or clenr, insufficient for the needs of the in- 
habitants. Nothing can be cultivated, though a 
few green tflings grow on the peak of one of the 
higher hills and in some narrow ravines which 
concentrate the scanty dews and showers. Sea 
turtles ancl terns, locally known as 'wicle-awakes,' 
are the sole edible productions. Cows are brought 
there, and at  first supply a small quantity of milk, 
which is reserved for the hospital. Shoulcl there 
be a surplus it is sold, a bell being rung to an- 
nounce the event, but nobody is allowed to buy 
more than one gill. After a time the milli clries 
up and the cow is turned into beef to save her frorn 
starving to death. 

An American returning to England on tke same 
steamer with Major Ellis, went ashore to look at 
the islancl, and came near running against an 
officer w i t l  flaxen whiskers, who suddenly issued 
from a building. The officer raised his eye-glass, 
looked at  the stranger with astonisl~ment, and be- 
fore the latter could apologize, called out : '' Siin-
mons !" A bearded seaman responding, '(i ly, ay, 
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sir," appeared upon the scene. The officer con- 
tinued : "Simmons, do you k11ox5- what this person 
wants, or who he is?" " No, sir ; I can't say, I'm 
sure, sir." The American began to explain : "Sir, 
I am a citizen of the United-" when the naval 
man interrupted him and saicl : "Simmons, do you 
tiliillr he is a stowaway ?" "Can't say, sir, I'm 
sure," replied the imperturbable Simmons. "Is 
there a mercnant steamer at anchor there 7'' "Yes, 
sir, Cape mail, sir." "Well, Simmons, just go to 
the off~cer of the watch, ancl ask if he has giueAl 
permission to any persoil to board us. And, er-. 
see what this persoa wants." The American, now 
very angry, began again : "Sir, I am-" when 
he was again interrupted by the officer : "Sim-
mons, I am engaged now. I cannot see this per- 
son. Perhaps you had better take him to the 
officer of the watch." Ancl he went off before all 
the terrors of the United States could be launched 
upon his heacl ; while the seaman, giinning re-
spectfully, when his superior's back was turnecl, 
conducted the irate Yankee to the officer a t  
the landing place, with \\-horn he had but just 
come ashore. Sociable fellows, our British cousins. 
even on a desert island ! 

EDWARDS'S BUTTERFLIES OF IVORTH 

THC perseverance with which Mr. W. H. 
Edwards has continuecl his study of the butterflies 
of tlus country, and the liberality with which he 
has illnstrated their various fonns, ever since he 
first began the task, are ~i~oorthy Theof all praise. 
completion of his second series furnishes occasion 
to draw attention to its excellence. When Mr. 
Edwards first advertised, in 18G8, that he would 
attempt a complete worlr, with ample illustrations, 
on the butterflies of North America, he probably 
little understood the nature of the task before him, 
or foresaw into what fields his work moulcl carry 
Iurn. Notwithstanding all he has accomplished, 
the horizon, broadening with his work is as distant 
as at the start. At first his iconography was 
almost exclusively given up to the mere descrip- 
tioil of species, with no attempt to illustrate any- 
thing but the perfect insect. Incleed, the work 
proceeded for nearly three years before the first 
illustratioil was given of the earlier stages of a 
single butterfly. Since that time but a single 
number has appeared which did not contain one 
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or more plates deroted in part to the illustrat,ion 
of the earlier stages of our butterflies, while the 
text has cons ta~~t ly i~~lprored  from that point up to 
the present time : a far larger l>roportion of the s1,ace 
being now occupied in treating of the biology and 
distribution of bntterflies, and with their cliinatic 
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I11this, homerer, in which the nmnber of species 
is raised from 512 to 012, he retains in nearly every 
pariicnlar the antique clnssificatio~~ adopted in the 
first rolume. The studies ~ ~ h i c i i  Mr. Edwards has 
undertaken upon the history of bntterflies have 
relldered hiin an authority on that subject, and his 

and seasoilnl variations-the latter a study in ~ ~ h i c l i  skill in field inrestigatioil has been unexcelled. 
our author has take11 the first ranli in this country. 

The first series of parts was completed ill fire 
years ; the seconcl has occupied more tllail tell for 
its issue. But the ralue of the second, with 
tweiity-seven out of its fifty-one plates devote6 in 
part to illustrations of the earlier stages, is beyond 
conipariso~l more ralnable than the first series, in 
~vliich oaly nine out of the fifty plates contained 
any illustration ~vlsatever of the earlier conditioils 
of the existence of these animals, As to the exe- 
cution of the plates, no iconography of the prcsent 
tiine excels theill ; in faithfulness and sobriety of 
color, in gracefulness of dispositioil upon the 
plates, in artistic execution and in faithful repre- 
selltation of the minutest details, they surpass any- 
thing that has been giren to the 1~~0i:ld from the 
most fanled ateliers of Europe. There is little in-
equality about them. They are uniformly ex-
quisite, and lepiclopterists the world over are 
indebted to Mr. Edwards for the faithfullless and 
luxury of his illustmtions. By text ancl plates he 
has enriched the natnml history of our nntiae 
butteri-iies to sucli an extent, dnri:x-,g the seven-
teen years in which these two volumes llaae been 
passing through the press, that the butterfly fauna 
of the United States is now quite as well Imon-11 
and illustrated as that of any equal region else- 
where, not excluding the long gleaned fields of 
Europe. 

The manufacture of the book is equally credit- 
able, with the single exception of the difficulty of 
reference. By the system adopter1 it hecollies nec- 
essary to refer to plate 'Papilio SB,' for instance, 
instead of to a siagle number. So also the text is 
unpaged, excepting in a few illstances ~vhere it is 
separately paged throughout a single part, as in 
' Lycaena 11.-111.' The author's intention is that at 
the close of the volulnes text and plates shall be 
re-distributed and bound in an order fixed by him- 
self, and then numbered in pencil ; and he gives, 
therefore, a numerical order to the plates. But 
this is a most unsatisfactory method, and there is 
EO index to the rolurne, so that any reference to 
the text is troublesome and mgue. 

In  closing the first series of his 'Butterflies,' Mr. 
Edwards gave what he termed a ' Syilopsis of North 
American butterflies,' 7 ~ i t 2 ~  aniple reference to the 
literature of the subject. This he has wisely dis- 
carded at the close of the present volume, substi- 
tnting therefor a merely iloniiilal list of species. 

This, ho~r,-erer, constitutes ao claiin whatever to 
ally I ino~~ledge of the structure itself of bntterflies, 
upon n-hich classifications lnust be founded ; and 
as he has shown no such l<no\vleclge in his writings, 
i~-ecall only regret th:it he did not altogether onlit 
this list, since it carries an authority to the public 
eye ~ ~ h i c hit does not possess, the classificatioil 
being not only faulty in lllallr nlinute l)articulars, 
but fundaillentally false to nature. 

LII'IS 'SPSYCHOLOGICAL ST LTDIES. 

TI-11s firnlly and ~1e:irly-7%-ritten volume is the 
vork  of r, very acute arid able man. No compe- 
tent persoil \$-ill reacl it without wishing to read 
the other morli to whioli its author refers,-his 
'Or~~ndtllatsachendes seelenlebens' (Bonn, 1883). 
One can nerer do justice to a 1)sychologist without 
k n o ~ ~ i n gthe elzseinble of his riel%-s ; and as .ive 
ha7 e not yet seen the larger volume, our om-n notice 
better be descriptire tllail critical. There are two 
essays in the \~-ork before us ; one on visual space- 
perception, the other 011 the essence of musical 
harilloily and discord ; and both stick close to the 
particular matter in hand. In  the space-perception 
essay, tl~ese topics are treated of: the nature of 
seen rlistcc?zce, the continuity of the field of view 
as connec.ted \$-it11 the filling out of the bli?zcl spot, 
and the spccce i?zte~vnlsseen bet\^-een different 
retinal spots \\-lien the latter are excited. On all 
these subjects Dr. Lipps's views are tl~orongl~ly 
original. To take the last one first ; it is an ein-
pirical fact that (distance and eye-position being 
equal) an object a13pears of about the salve size 
to us, no nlatter on what part of the retina its 
image falls ; l-hy is this so ? why, on the whole, 
do equal retinal distances correspond to eqnal ex- 
tensions seen? The simplest answer is that they 
haae an inborn tendency to do so, of which we 
can give no farther account. This answer is now- 
adays unpopular-notwithstanding the very great 
ability of sonie of those \$-I10 defend it, first because 
it  is the fashion to substitute genesis for ilz71uteness 
ererym-here in our explanations just now, and sec- 
ond because there are vctriutions in the judgments 
of size, shape, distance apart, etc., x\-liich we 
get from the same retiaal tracts, under different 

Psyc7zologiscl~e stz~clieil. Von Dr. T a ~ o n o ~  IIei-LIPPS. 
delberg. T-t'mss. 1855, 1 6 1 ~ .  


