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raves of Turkey, perhaps with the co~r~~ivarrce of 
Russia, to se~~lc the.it^ own \\,elfare regardPc~ss of 
gerrernl corrvenience of Europe. 

EDWARD CHANNING. 

THE LATEST SLIDES IN THE TVIIITE 
1110UNTL41NS. 

THE g ~ e a t  slide of July 10, upoil the north slope 
of Cherry rnou~zt:ti~, has beell described in Scie)zc.cJ, 
July 31. Pinre then others 11m-c. been re\ ealed at 
various localities, but p,~rticularly at  Watc.r\ ille. 
Upor1 August 13, the. raimfall \\:IS excessi~e iAl that 
township. The fields :md l~illsides about Elliot's 
hotel \\ere completely flooded and Mail Ri\ er rose 
tm.er,ty or thirty feckt. I t  tmrxpirecl shortly after- 
wards t lu t  the f:t~nous slide upon the south side of 
r 7  .l r ipyram~dhad been renewed and enlarged, and 
that upon the north sidc of the same el<.\ ation its 
double Ilad made. its appearawe. This last oneL is 
not visi1)le. fro111 any of tllp White. Mountain locali- 
ti(+, muel1 visited, unless it be fro111 the dist:tnt 
surrlrrlit of nlount \Vasllington. I Irncl tllc. pleasure 
of visiting both these slidc~s Hcpternber 10, in rom- 
pany \\,it11 several gentlenlen nrd ladies frlorn the 
hotel. We nallaed up the northern slide first, as- 
cerlded the 1-01th peak of Tril~yrarnid, followed the 
ridge to f11e south l~eali a ~d the11 dc.srei dekd tile old 
slide to its haw in 'B~clij%=to\+-~.' 

Four slides c o ~ \  erge icto one :it the upper (.ad 
of the nmt11c~rn stream. Two of t11c.m arcL too pre- 
cipitous to be trax~ellecl o\er with safety. Each 
of tl~ckse tributaries may be about a half mile i-1 
lekngth, \\,hile the UL itecl stream below is about n 
mile long. Its rourse lay cwtirely tl~rougll tlrr 
prirnitivci forckst, and it did ~ o t  reach so far as Nor- 
way brook by a 1i:~lf mile. An i~nillense pile of 
trcke-stnrnps aiid roots marks its lou er extremity. 

bushes Elad grown over the. base ground. Those 

were a t  quite all ~ymovedby the last floods, 
showillg it to be lcxss c:xtensive. 

Thc: fresI:.et \vllich moved the boxzxlder f r o ~ n  the: 
Flu~rle ii; Lincola (Fralconia) three years since 
sc:ems to have beec more pojrc~rful than afiy of this 
seasoii's slides. C. H. ~~ITc'IICOCIR. 

TIIROUJII tlle' cotirtesy of n1essrs. ~21\-:1:1 Clark 
& Sons,\re are at~lc. to 1,ublislr the folloxving ex- 
tract fmm a letter ~w~ritterr to tllck~n by Dr. Otto 
Strure : 

"I am nshcb<lbg the. goverplnent to irrfolml you 
that, in leilgenlerrt of the excellcknt per- :~(.'1~10\\ 

formarrcc~s of the gre.&t object-glass, furnished for 
Pulkon a by 1our fir lu, his nlaje~ty, thc, Enlperor, 
has he11 gmcionsly ple'lsed to co,lfer nporr 3 011 

the golden lloi~orary medal of the E11ll)irc.. Tlre 
valne of this gift is c~Lll~ancecl by the circu~llsta-Lee. 
that thib illetlal is giten very iarely arrd O- ly for 
quite extraoldinary nlc- its. Yon and Rephold :ll.cL 
the first wv-110 will receive it f ~ o ~ n  tllck presellt Em- 
pcuor, i\lexan&.r 114. 

"Tllis circu~llst:tnce produres sonle delay in tl~c. 
transmiqsio.i, as tlle Emperor dc~sirc~s that the 
nlecl.11 s11:~ll lmrr 111s portrait, and not that of llis 
prc~ilecessors. Tl~erc.forc. the stamp lllust bcl newly 
c . l ~ g ~ ~ v e d .  will rerc.i\ cL\t7llen that be (lone., J ou 
the mctlal tllrough the IZussiall minister at W:tslr- 
ington. 

"\\'hen this lektter re,~clles yon 1shall he on a 
jourrrey tllrouqll (+ernla;ir and S\\it~r~il:tncl. First 
1 sh;l!l assist :xt the general mcketizig of the. A\stro- 
,o~nicalassoci:~tiorr, a t  Geneva, a d  tl~cirI I ~ L I S ~go 
for a cuie to the mc.11-linowrr atckrin ;~)l:tce, C~trls- 
bad. Tllongll rn? health is tolerably goo11 at  this 
lnonle .t, I tce.1 still T ery tired, and from the. il1nc.s~ 

The lcdges exposed are nlostly of gal)I)ro. I'rol~~ of last \\--inter tl~erc~ is left sollle :tiTc.ctiot~ tll~tt tle- 
north Tripyra~nid oi e can see that the slides ugo? rrlarrds serions tre~atnlent. 
the westsidc of 3Lount Lo\vell-t?~c. old Bricl~llause "yc>u \\ill lie 1)lc.asc.d to hear that, \vitll tlle 3d-
Mountain-h:t\cL also been in motion the. yreseat illell rc.i+actor ill good nights ;dl the naost di l l ic~~lt  
Seaboll. double-stars, ~ I i s c o ~  Buimh:~ii~ thec ~ e d  by with 

Tlre old slide of Tripymmid stai-tecl October 4, Wasl~ingtoii rc.fmctor, c:~n be c.asil) i~lrasurecl. 
1869, in that wontlc.iful rainstorm wllicll cost the During the. last n-c.elis, Iler~nalln has rollc.cted al- 
state of Nekw Hanlpshirc. bet\vc~c.rr oneL and two rnil- ready solne i1unclrc.d~ of llleasures on silnilar o 1 ~  
lions of dollars for repairs. I t  has been fully de- jects that were out of the reash of the. old 13-illcll 
srribed in the 'Ueology of New Ha~nl~shire.' Tl~cb refractor. . . . . OTTO STROVE." 
first stc~q) slope amounts to three-fourths of a mile, Pullion.&,July 23. 
then the current bends at a right angle. :md flo\ved 
to Berkyto\vn, a further dista~cc. of rrlorcL than %x~o 
miles, u71\;llerc: the trees \\,<:re deposited I\-Bich WEST AFRICAN ISLAXDS. 
marked the e ~ d .  The ncu. slide: takes up nearly 
tllree times as but ~ ~ A J O RELLIS, lr~lown as the author of ' \vest111uch sptlce at  tlic: b~ginrlin~.,  
tile flood \\-:Ls less abundant below tl:c: I)c.ntl. African slretclles ' a d  otller morlrs, acc~~lllul:tted 
During the sixtec:n years since: tire first catastropl~e the notes from which this volume was prepared, 
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duri;lg some fifteen voyages along the south and 
~ves i~:oastof Africa. This book ~5-ould be supposed 
Cronl its full title to be a geographical or statisti- 
6x1 work from a military point of view. I t  does 
indeecl prehent facts of this character, but also 
niuclr more. Writte:~ in a a  easy and unassmnir~g 
style, the author has slrilfully combined with a n  
accocnt of the chief geographical and ecozomic 
features of the islands, a descriptioil of their at- 
tractions, their peculiarities, their odcl or extraordi- 
nary inhabitants, n~lcl a great variety of extremely 
amusing anecdotes. \Ire believe those of our 
readers who may be lrcl by this notice to peruse it 
will find themselves abu:xlar~tly repaid. 

St. Helena is first clescribed, rather briefly, as 
already much written about ; then follow Ascen- 
sion, F e r ~ ~ a n d o  Po, the Isles de Los, St. Vircent, 
Sax Antonio, Goree, Grallcl Canary, Telzeriffe and 
Nadeira. Some information of a strictly veracious 
character will also be found in regarcl to the miracu- 
lous isln;?cl of St. Brandan. 

Oae of the most s i~gnla r  spots is the island of 
Asce::sion, n-hich belongs to the British Admiralty, 
and is enrolled in the list of ships in commission 
uncler the title of ' the tender to 9.bl. S. Flora.' 
This origilaatecl in the fact that a vessel of that 
name was once anchored off the island as a store- 
ship, and part of the stores were kept on shore. 
Kaval discipline is maintained, but a few ladies, 
wives of the officers exiled to this barren spot, are 
allo~ved to remain here, submitting to naval rou- 
tine, which includes all lights out by 10 P. 31. 

There is no water except intermittent collection of 
rain or clenr, insufficient for the needs of the in- 
habitants. Nothing can be cultivated, though a 
few green tflings grow on the peak of one of the 
higher hills and in some narrow ravines which 
concentrate the scanty dews and showers. Sea 
turtles ancl terns, locally known as 'wicle-awakes,' 
are the sole edible productions. Cows are brought 
there, and at  first supply a small quantity of milk, 
which is reserved for the hospital. Shoulcl there 
be a surplus it is sold, a bell being rung to an- 
nounce the event, but nobody is allowed to buy 
more than one gill. After a time the milli clries 
up a11d the cow is turned into beef to save her frorn 
starving to death. 

An American returning to England on tke same 
steamer with Major Ellis, went ashore to look at 
the islancl, and came near running against an 
officer w i t l  flaxen whiskers, who suddenly issued 
from a building. The officer raised his eye-glass, 
looked at  the stranger with astonisl~ment, and be- 
fore the latter could apologize, called out : '' Siin-
mons !" A bearded seaman responding, '(i ly, ay, 

W e s t  A f r i c a n  Islar~ds.  By Najor  A. B. ELLIS. London,
C l ~ a p r n a r ~& Hal l ,  1886. 8f362 p., 8O. 

sir," appeared upon the scene. The officer con- 
tinued : "Simmons, do you k11ox5- what this person 
wants, or who he is?" " No, sir ; I can't say, I'm 
sure, sir." The American began to explain : "Sir, 
I am a citizen of the United-" when the naval 
man interrupted him and saicl : "Simmons, do you 
tiliillr he is a stowaway ?" "Can't say, sir, I'm 
sure," replied the imperturbable Simmons. "Is 
there a mercnant steamer at anchor there 7'' "Yes, 
sir, Cape mail, sir." "Well, Simmons, just go to 
the off~cer of the watch, ancl ask if he has giueAl 
permission to any persoil to board us. And, er-. 
see what this persoa wants." The American, now 
very angry, began again : "Sir, I am-" when 
he was again interrupted by the officer : "Sim-
mons, I am engaged now. I cannot see this per- 
son. Perhaps you had better take him to the 
officer of the watch." Ancl he went off before all 
the terrors of the United States could be launched 
upon his heacl ; while the seaman, giinning re-
spectfully, when his superior's back was turnecl, 
conducted the irate Yankee to the officer a t  
the landing place, with \\-horn he had but just 
come ashore. Sociable fellows, our British cousins. 
even on a desert island ! 

EDWARDS'S BUTTERFLIES OF IVORTH 

THC perseverance with which Mr. W. H. 
Edwards has continuecl his study of the butterflies 
of tlus country, and the liberality with which he 
has illnstrated their various fonns, ever since he 
first began the task, are ~i~oorthy Theof all praise. 
completion of his second series furnishes occasion 
to draw attention to its excellence. When Mr. 
Edwards first advertised, in 18G8, that he would 
attempt a complete worlr, with ample illustrations, 
on the butterflies of North America, he probably 
little understood the nature of the task before him, 
or foresaw into what fields his work moulcl carry 
Iurn. Notwithstanding all he has accomplished, 
the horizon, broadening with his work is as distant 
as at the start. At first his iconography was 
almost exclusively given up to the mere descrip- 
tioil of species, with no attempt to illustrate any- 
thing but the perfect insect. Incleed, the work 
proceeded for nearly three years before the first 
illustratioil was given of the earlier stages of a 
single butterfly. Since that time but a single 
number has appeared which did not contain one 

The  b u t t e ~ f l i e s  of  A'ortl~ Bnzerica. By WILLIAMH. ED-
WARDS. Second series.  Boston, Hozcghto?~,Minin & Co., 
1871-1884. 14445 p., 51 pl.] 4'. 



