
tion by our own tidy housewives ; that is, that it 
is expected, when a borrowed kettle is returned, 
that there mill be a small portion of the food 
wliicli has been coolied in the kettle remaining 
in the bottom of the pot. The language has 
a particular ~ o r d  to designate this remnant. 
Slloulcl this custom be clisregarded by any one, 
that person woulcl never be able to borrow 
again, as thc owner must always know what 
n a s  coolied in her lcettle. 

Great inclig~tation was the result of Ihe action 
of a white woman, who returned a scoured 
kettle. She meant, to teach a lesson in clean- 
liness ; but her act mas much talked over, and 
interpreted as  fresh evidence of the meanness 
of white folk ! 

so011 the savory odors give toBen that sup- 
per is ready. Dishes are set in the traditional 
places occupied by the members of the family, 
and the food ladled out, anil portioned to each 
person. The little girl is sent out to call the 
men in. There is no formality about the family 
meal. If the father is a religious tnan, he may 
take a bit of his food, lift it  up, ancl clrop it in 
the fire ; the act is without ostentation, and ap- 
parently unobserved by the others. Somc-
times the cltilclren take their supper together 
outsicle the tent. The mother seldom eats un- 
til all are fully served. She may join her cliil- 
dren with her portion ; or if she has female 
companions in the tent, they will draw together, 
and gossip over the meal. Erery one falls to 
with zest, and the pot is  generally emptied. 

After eating, all lie clown, stretching out in 
the tent, or going outside if the clay is fine, and 
resting in tile long slanting sunlight. As  the 
air cools, a fire is liindled ; ancl here grouped 
about the companionable blaze we watch the 
stars come out. Some persons doze, some dis- 
cuss the journey, or recount reminiscences of 
former times : the women gather together and 
complete the story of the day ; while the chil- 
dren chase the fireflies, or subside into drowsy 
listeners. Across the hum of voices is borne 
the song of a young man, who, hidclen in the 
grass, lies on his back drumminq on his breast 
as  he sings. There are no ulgent demands 
upon any one. The matron has no dishes or 
linen to wash, or scrubbing to clo ; there is 
nothing to clear away after the evening meal : 
the single pot is emptied, ancl set to one side. 
KO transitory fashions perplex the fancg of 
the maiden, no lessons to learn harass the 
child. The men tall: or sing, unconscious of 
nloney making or losing, or questions in science 
or art. T o  the people, no great disasters are 
probable, no great successes possible. The 
stars above silently hold their secrets, tlte un-

marrecl prairie tells no tales, and the silence of 
uninquisitive ignorance shuts down upon our 
little life. 

T o  one thrust from the miclst of civilization 
into so strange a camp-circle, the summer days 
hardly bring a realizing sense of the great es- 
trangement between the two orders of society. 
It is only when the frozen calm of winter oblit- 
erates every touch of color and individuality of 
outline in the lanclscape that it becomes possi- 
ble to gauae fully the mental poverty of abori- 
ginal life. '1'lte cold nights when the tent freezes 
hard so that it sounds like a drum, and the 
frost lies thick on the bedrobes, malre one 
clread to risc early; and the sun is often up 
before the fire is lrindlecl, and the kettle bubbles 
with tlie morning meal. After looliing to what 
comfort it is possible to give the ponies, and 
having gathered in the wood, the outdoor work 
of the day is over. 

I n  winter the tent is made warmer by putting 
a lining around to half the height of the tent- 
cloth, and b j  banking without and within, stuf- 
fing with grass the space between the l o ~ w r  
edge of tlie tent-cloth and the ground to keep 
out the wind. This done, and with plenty of 
wood to feed the fire, one can be passably com- 
fortable. Daring the day the women are busy 
rnnliing clothes, mending moccasins, or em-
broidering gala garmcnts with porcupine quills 
or beads : the men, if not out trapping, are rn- 
gaged in fashioning pipes and clubs, or shaping 
spoons on the ball of the foot. The winter is 
the season for story-telling, ancl many hours of 
the evening are spent in this enjoyment. 

'P'hc cold season brings pleasures to the 
children, -snowballing, slicli~~g ondown hill 
blocks of ice, or standing on :L flat stick ancl 
coasting swiftly, balancing with a pole. The 
glow on the faces of the liltle ones as they run 
in breathless from their sport to  meet the wel- 
come of the group within the tent, is al>ont 
the only zest the clags bring. 

Ar,rci: C. FLETCHER. 

THE CAROLINE ISLANDS.  

Mrcno;\r~s~.~,or the Little Islands,' is a 
fitting name given to that portion of the Pttcific 
Ocean lying bet-cveen 13 Lo ancl 177' longitutle 
east from Greenwich, and from 2" south to '20' 
nortli latitw.le. \lTithin .these bo~u~dar ies  it is es- 
timated that there are not far from one thousand 
islancls, clivitled into four groups, -tlte Gilbert, 
Marshall, Caroline, anil Ladrone. The La- 
drone Islands on the north, I~etween 144" ancl 
146" Iongitaile, were discovc'red by &Iagellau 
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in 1581, ancl are  under Spanish rule, being 
rised for n penal settlement. 'Fhe native popu- 
latioii oil t,ilis group is  elitircly extinct. T h e  
Gilbert ailci hlnrsliall Isin~lcls 011 tlie eastern 

side of Blicrollesis~ arc  all of coral formation, 
nnd with f c ~ v  csceptions arc very sillall in 
:l,rca. 

Tlie largest group of tlie four is tllc Carolines 
'-"i:&l\ial~ loaned by the I m c r .  boa14 of comm. of for .  mias. 

lying north of the equator b e t ~ ~ ~ e e n  134" xlld 
165" east longitude. They mere discovered i n  
1528 bg- A1v:~ro d e  Saaredra,  and are usually 
cliriclecl illto the eastern, vestern,  gild ceiltral 

Carolines ; but there are nodefi- 
nitc boundnrics to  these sec-
tioiis. On the mesteri? entl, 

IC~zsaie on  tlle eastern sec-
tions, are the ollly 11igEi islailds, 
t,he rest being of coral forma- 
tion, ancl rising but a few feet 
n7r)ove the  level of the ocean. 
T h e  highest point on yap is  
about 1,200 feet, while the top 
of Ponape is said t o  he not 
less than 3,000 feet. Ruk, o r  
I-Togolea, i s  a n  archipelago en- 
circlecl by a n  imrneilse barrier- 
reef soine 150 miles in  extent.  
T h e  lagoon which is thns en-
c l  o s e d, thougll irregular i n  

rse, tropical, the ther- 

t o  87" F. The  three 
proclucts which tlirire 

port of human life, 
are  the  cocoal~ut-palm. mllich 
grows wild, the bread-i'ruit, 
ancl the panclanus or screm-
pine. Taro  is also protlnced 

that  on Ponape there are not 
less tliail a dozen d i f f e r e i l t  

American missionaries have 
resided there, various tropical 
fruits have been introcluced, 

trees, and abound i n  pigeons 
a~icl wild 1)irds. 

It is clitricult to  eslimntc tlic nunibcr of in-
habitants ~ i t l i i n  the g ~ o u l ~ .  P o r n ~ a ~ ehas shout 
5,000, Euk about 12,000, Yap  8,000 or  
10,000. The pcople belong to the hrorrii h l y -  



ncsian race, having straigl~t liuli. Tlley are 
tall, well formcci, and ~igorons ,  liluch xdclictecl 
to mar, yct not c1~:~ractcristically savngc. Rev. 
l l r .  Doanc of Ponnpc describes thc Er~liite 
as oC " a soft saffron t i n g ~ ,  his forrn syin~net- 
rical, liil~bs rollnci, and of goocl lc~igtll 11c- 
tmecn joints, stcp easy, cye rounil, blncl\. and 
lustrous, not cli~nmeil by thc usc of :lra or 
toddy from the cocoanut-blossom, lips rather 
thin for a BIicroi~csiaa, hair wavy 2nd long. 
I thought hi111 a fiiie-looking n a t i ~ c .  Some of 
the women are quite beantifi~l." The islanders 
are sliilful in navigating their proas, which are 
fitted with ontriggers ; a ~ i d  they often make 
long voyages without compass, though not in- 
frequently a boat-load is drifted away, nnrl is 
lost. The people throughout the is!ands for-
lnerly tattooed themselves, a custom which is 
rapidly passing anray. Their houses are simply 
roofs on posts about four feet from the ground. 
I n  these attics they sleep with a wooden pillow 
and a mat covering. U~iti l  recently, there was 
little clothing seen on men or women. Therc 
mas no mariiage-rite linonrn, though the pair- 
ing of men and women mas respectecl. Each 
of the 3Iicronesian groups has a distinct lan- 
guage, ancl within tlie Caroline islands the 
variatioiis are morc than dialectic. There are 
at  least six or eight distinct languages within 
the gronp. 

The Caroline islander as found, \?-as not an  
idolater, though full of superstition. EIe hacl 
~leither images nor temples, tliough certain 
places mere avoided becanse he bclieved t11at 
they mere inhabited by spirits. I n  a few place5 
l~ricsts mere found whose aid n7as sooght in 
curing tile sick. As to the government of the 
islancls, there has been hitherto no attempt 011 

the part of foreign powers to cseicise control 
over tlicm. Each island has its chief, who is 
absolutely independent, thong11 sometimes con- 
trolled b y  a council of the people. His author- 
ity is hereditary, ancl is derived in the line of 
the mother. On a fern of the islands, there is 
more than one tribe. in which case each clivis- 
ion is ruled by its o~v11 chief. There is no 
confederation linown throughout the group. 

A remarliable change has been effccted in 
1he islands within the last generation. I n  1852 
American ~nissiouaries, under the care of the 
America11 board of' foreign missions, were 
located on Ponape. ancl liavc since occupied 
Iiusaie, Ruk, and tile i\lortlocl~s. From these 
points thex have extended their labors through 
the agency of native helpers to several islands 
of the group, as veil as into tlie Marshall ancl 
Gilbert Groups. There are at present tmelve 
American 111ission:lries. men and women, to be 

found on tlic iilancls, n l ~ o  arc aicleci in their worli 
by the Morning star, a barlccntiae with nnxiliarg 
stearri-poner, which cnahlcs tlicm to visit thc 
islnnd~,:illcl locnte tllc native hclpcrs. 011its 
prescrit \ oyngcl t h i ~  ~ e s s c lis cxl~ectcil to land 
teachers or1 the isla~ld of Yap. Since thc land- 
ing of thew rr~issionaries, tlie wholc conditior~ 
of socicty on rnany of thc islanijs has bcen en- 
tirely cll>~nged. 111 sollie places the whole pop- 
ulation is rounil ia  schools ; and on II IOS~ of 
the islantls occupiecl by Christian teachcrs 
the l)eople ale respectably clad, and are ac-
ceptinq the civilization and religious truth 
offered tliem. TJ7ithin Jlicronesia the mis-
sio~iaries have n n d e ~  tllcir care liiore than 
forty churches. with over f o ~ ~ r  thousnild church- 
members. 

As  to the question of the sovereignty of the 
Carolines, which is now in tlispnte between 
Spain ancl Germany, i t  ma? be said that, t h o ~ ~ g h  
Spain may claim possession on the gronncl of 
prior discovery, she has not for three centuries 
enforced that claim, or occupied any of the 
islands, unless it may he a single one nearest 
her Philippilie possessions. Germany has no 
claim save on tile gror~nd that a clozen tmders, 
more or less, liave taken aclrantxge of the im- 
proved condition of aff:lirs. dae to the labors of 
American missionaries, ancl llave cairiecl on a 
sinall tracle in the clried fruit of the cocoanut. 
The interests of civilization anii humanity do 
not require that either of these llntio~ls shoulcl 
assnme control. E, 14:. STEOS(;. 

SCIENCE IN CO.Il.UON SCIf OOLS.  

Bones.' 
BONESare tlic fl.aine~vorli of the human body. 

If I llaii no liiore bones in me, I should not have so 
rnucb shape as I have now. If I had no bones in me, 
I should not ]lave so much motion, and grandma 
mould be glad; bnt I like motion. Bones give me 
motion, l~ecanse t,lley are soillethillg hard for motion 
to cling to. If I had no bones, lily brains, heart, 
lungs, and larger blood-vessels would be lying round 
in rue sort of loose-like, and might get harted; but 
not much, lest i t  is hard hit. 

If my bones were hurnetl, I shoulil be all brittle, 
ancl you could crumble nle np, because all the animal 
wo~ild be out of me. If I was soalied in a kind of 
acid,I should be limber. Teacher showed someljoncs 
that had been soaked. I could tie a knot irl olie. 
had rather be soalcecl than burned. 

Some of my bones don't grow snug, anil close to 
Iny other bones, like the brar~ches lo the trunk of :L 

tree do; and I am glad they don't; for if they did, I 
could~iotplay leap-frog, and other good grtrnes Iknow. 

Cornposition by a boy in one of the lower grtiiles of a New-
England grammar school. 
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