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article of food. 'L'lie m j  cophagists of the 
country are not as yet nurnerous ; hut they 
sometimes do an ii~.jnry to their cause, by rec- 
oin~ne~ldingthe use of certain species of wliich 
pe1.1iaps the best that call be said is that they 
are not i~~jurious.  Agaricus procerus, and 
Boletus strobilaccus, figured in the present 
n-ork. moult1 not strictly be called eclible, except 
by an entliusiastic nq cophagist. TITe ima- 
gine that one mllose first experiiiiellt in fungus- 
eating was ma~le  upon either of the species jnst 
nametl, woulcl I~ardl r  be lilielp to repeat the 
experiment. 

THISbooli, of sinall size ancl inodest appear- 
ance, is full of important matter, told in a Tery 
interesting manner. Tlie preface says it is 
intendecl as a guide to the principles ancl prac- 
tice of prerentive medicine ; ancl we tliinli that 
every stutlellt of ineclicille should possess it, 
ancl study it. Air, water, food, clothing, soil, 
dwellings, hospitals, camp-life, ancl nnmerous 
other every-clay topics, are discussed in con-
densed sections, but with clearness and intelli- 
gence. There are some points, however, 
wliich we think should receive greater attsn- 
tion. For instance, in giving the tests for air 
ancl water impurities, nothing is said of the 
methods of analyzing these media for germs. 
A short ljaragrapll states that the air is the 
bearer of gerais, and that quaiititative analy- 
ses of the same have recerrtly beell made. Al-
though the metliocls of such allalyses are 
elaborate, ancl too e spens i~e  for students in 
general to unclertalie, nevertheless they ought 
to be explaineil in a test-book of this kind. 

Emphasis is properly laid upon the dangers 
from sewage in clrinliing-water. Dr. Roll6 
takes exceptions to the statement, that rivers 
guickly purify t h c n ~ s e l ~  es ; aiicl lie quotes tile 
rel~ort  of the Nassach~isetts board of health 
for 1,476, i11 wliicli the foul conclition of tlie 
Blackstone ltiver was proven. TIe rightly claims 
tliat tile rate of self-p~~rification for rivers is 
limited, and may be easily exceeded by tlie 
rate of sewage pollution. The danger from 
using polluted ice is also described ancl illus- 
trated by reference to cases of disease catlsecl 
by such ice. Water does ilot purge itself of 
impurities by freezing. 

T l ~ eproof-reading of the booli secms to liave 
been hastily done, as we notice nnmerous 
errors of spelling. TITe heartily rccolnmend 
tile hooli, and praise it for the sincere nncl un- 
aft'ectecl spirit in .ivhicli it is writtea. 

A te&-book qf 
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TIIE RESCUE 01" GREELY 

Is R-elcoming Lieat. Greely to the meeting 
of tlie geographical section of tlie British as-
sociation last summer, Capt. Bedford P i ~ n ,  
himself an arctic traveller of great experiei~ce, 
saicl tliat on one of the early expeditiolls in 
searcli of Sir Jolin Franlilia, the American 
ships were obserretl daslii~lg illto the ice al~ead 
of their E~lglisli companions. " Yes," saicl 
an old quartermaster : " they fears nothing, 
because they lrnowsnothi~ig." But norrr, since 
the return of Greely, the gallailt captain aclcled, 
it was evident that " the America~ls knew 
every thing, ancl feared nothing." This, too, 
must be tlie verdict of eyery one who reails 
this book, and sees the way in whicli Scliley 
and Emory, in two Dundee whalers, not merely 
kept pace with tlie best sllilss in tile Dmltlee 
whaling-fleet, but, 12ushiag by them, rescued 
Greely and liis dying comrades hours, if not 
days (considering the uncertainties of ice 
navigation), before tlie otlier ships coulcl have 
reacllecl Cape Sabine, thus saving tile lives of 
several of tlie party. 

I t  l~iakes an interesting story, and is well 
told by Professor Soley, who, we suppose, 
wrote tlie greater part, if not all, of the nar-
rative. The introcltictory chapters on the gate- 
r a y  of the polar seas and the circumpolar 
stations, are too brief to be of ~ n ~ l c hvnlne ; 
r~hile the account of the two previous atteinpts 
to reach Greely co~ltaius little that will aid one 
i11 forming for liiinself an opinion as to nrhere 
the respo~lsibility for the ~leatlls of nineteeu out 
of the twenty-five members of the Lady Frank<- 
liil Bay es1)edition really belongs. Tlie ~ o l -  
nme further contains a few good 1)ictures ; n 
track-chart shoving the ronte of Schler's ves- 
sels ; and the oEcial chart of the region from 
BafEn Bay to Lincoln Sea, first publishecl in 
Science last February. 

A LETIICI: f ~ o mDr. \Villi3 Evelmte, U.S.A., who 
recently arrived from St. Michael., dl:rska, at Sat1 
Francisco, states that  his original ylall of c~ossirlg 
fro111 the head^^ aters of the Wlrite-river bra l~ch  of the  
Puli-on to the Copper River, \?as defeated by the im- 
possibility of getting any comp:\~lion, either white 
or native, to nndertnlte the voyage v i t h  lliin. Ge~l lq  
thus ~ulaccornl3a1lied, he was ~ncomniodedby the be-
haxior of the Uppel Palron Indians, who eildeavolecl 
to purloill his supl)lies ; and therefore he descendecl 

The ?.esclre q f  G?.rcly. By \T7. S.SCHLEPand J .  It. SOLIY. 
Illustrated fI'om the photogI'i1phs and maps of the rclief axpedi-
tion. S e w  Pork, C/~( i r . l e .~  S o i n ,  1885.S'c~ihizi~i.'s 

http:C/~(ir.le.~

