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tory, would have given us one of the noblest 
creations of genius, — one full of inspiration 
to every master and drudge of science. But 
the poet is too la te : the career he should 
invent has been lived in reality by Darwin. 
Can any one contemplate it, and not feel that 
it is beautiful ? 

The biography of Darwin is a theme worthy 
of genius : it should be written with eloquence, 
as well as with insight and discrimination. 
But Darwin's life possesses so much inherent 
interest, that any conscientious narrative of 
it must be meritorious. Dr. Krause furnishes 
us with a biography the preliminary character 
of which is frankly confessed. I t is not in 
any sense the great work we hope for, never­
theless it deserves genuine praise. The author 
gives a vivid and loving sketch of Darwin's 
career, and adds enough of the personal history 
to convey a clear impression of his character, 
which was so pure and open, that its noble 
traits impressed not only his friends, but also 
all who knew him. Indeed, there are many 
who feel that the man was finer than any of 
his works. Dr. Krause, as was natural for the 
editor of the German evolutionary magazine, 
Kosmos, has made his book more than a per­
sonal history by including an account of the 
rise and triumph of the Darwinian theory. 
All this is so well done, that the book affords 
a very clear idea of the inception of the theoiy, 
and of the leading episodes of the prolonged 
warfare which was initiated by the publication 
of the 4 Origin of species.' I t is certainty a 
very interesting history, plainly but well told. 
Moreover the volume, albeit not large, contains 
a sufficient outline of all Darwin's chief in­
vestigations. The principal excellence of the 
work ; however, lies in the correlations it es­
tablishes between Darwin's labors and both 
the circumstances of his life and his personal 
traits. In short, we commend the book as the 
best available source of a general knowledge 
of Darwin. The volume gains in interest b}r 

a couple of fairly good portraits — a view of 
Darwin's home at Down, a facsimile of an 
autograph letter — and the publication of a not 
inconsiderable number of letters from Darwin 
to various German naturalists. I t is well 
printed in clear Roman type, not in Gothic 
abominations. I t may be noted, that it is to 
be followed by a companion volume of trans­
lations into German of such of Darwin's 
smaller writings as have not previously ap­
peared in that language. We hope that this 
biography will be soon published in English 
translation. 

We have endeavored to express the twofold 

nature of the interest Darwin excites. Dr. 
Krause portrays his greatness, but his fame 
must be explained more fully hereafter by 
some profound philosopher who knows thor­
oughly and understandingly the intellectual 
history of the nineteenth century. 

EDIBLE AND POISONOUS FUNGI. 

ALTHOUGH the larger fungi, popularly called 
toadstools and mushrooms, are not so danger­
ous as is generally believed, it is certainty a 
difficult matter for the public to distinguish 
between the forms which are edible, and those 
which are injurious, or even fatal. The two 
charts, with twelve colored plates by Prang, 
are intended to aid those who are not bo­
tanical experts, in recognizing some of our 
more common edible and poisonous species. 
With each plate is a brief description of the 
species figured, and directions for cooking ; and, 
under the heading of ' general directions,' Mr. 
Julius A. Palmer gives a short account of the 
distinctions between poisonous and edible 
fungi. The plates are, in general, well exe­
cuted and characteristic; and some of the 
best edible species, as Coprinus comatus, 
would be recognized, without hesitation, by the 
most inexperienced. The plate showing puff-
balls is not well done from a botanical point 
of view ; and, with regard to the plates in which 
several different species are shown in one 
group, it may be said that the effect is confus­
ing ; especially in the plate of Russulae, where, 
after the directions for cooking, the warning 
is added, " t h e noxious members of this 
family resemble the esculent so closely, that, 
to the amateur, tasting each one as gathered 
is the only guide ; the hurtful ones being always 
hot and acrid." In such a case, one would 
suppose that plates would be of little use to 
the general public. In continuations of this 
work, it is to be hoped that the crowding of 
several species on one plate will be abandoned. 

If Americans do not make use of fungi to 
the same extent as some other nations, it is, 
perhaps, quite as much owing to their igno­
rance of the way to cook them, as fear of 
mistaking the edible and noxious forms. 
Numbers of our common species are delicious 
when well cooked: but on the other hand, as 
usually prepared for the table, the}^ are quite 
the reverse; and, until the number of good 
cooks is much greater than it is now, we can 
hardly expect fungi to become a very popular 
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article of food. 'L'lie m j  cophagists of the 
country are not as yet nurnerous ; hut they 
sometimes do an ii~.jnry to their cause, by rec- 
oin~ne~ldingthe use of certain species of wliich 
pe1.1iaps the best that call be said is that they 
are not i~~jurious.  Agaricus procerus, and 
Boletus strobilaccus, figured in the present 
n-ork. moult1 not strictly be called eclible, except 
by an entliusiastic nq cophagist. TITe ima- 
gine that one mllose first experiiiiellt in fungus- 
eating was ma~le  upon either of the species jnst 
nametl, woulcl I~ardl r  be lilielp to repeat the 
experiment. 

THISbooli, of sinall size ancl inodest appear- 
ance, is full of important matter, told in a Tery 
interesting manner. Tlie preface says it is 
intendecl as a guide to the principles ancl prac- 
tice of prerentive medicine ; ancl we tliinli that 
every stutlellt of ineclicille should possess it, 
ancl study it. Air, water, food, clothing, soil, 
dwellings, hospitals, camp-life, ancl nnmerous 
other every-clay topics, are discussed in con-
densed sections, but with clearness and intelli- 
gence. There are some points, however, 
wliich we think should receive greater attsn- 
tion. For instance, in giving the tests for air 
ancl water impurities, nothing is said of the 
methods of analyzing these media for germs. 
A short ljaragrapll states that the air is the 
bearer of gerais, and that quaiititative analy- 
ses of the same have recerrtly beell made. Al-
though the metliocls of such allalyses are 
elaborate, ancl too e spens i~e  for students in 
general to unclertalie, nevertheless they ought 
to be explaineil in a test-book of this kind. 

Emphasis is properly laid upon the dangers 
from sewage in clrinliing-water. Dr. Roll6 
takes exceptions to the statement, that rivers 
guickly purify t h c n ~ s e l ~  es ; aiicl lie quotes tile 
rel~ort  of the Nassach~isetts board of health 
for 1,476, i11 wliicli the foul conclition of tlie 
Blackstone ltiver was proven. TIe rightly claims 
tliat tile rate of self-p~~rification for rivers is 
limited, and may be easily exceeded by tlie 
rate of sewage pollution. The danger from 
using polluted ice is also described ancl illus- 
trated by reference to cases of disease catlsecl 
by such ice. Water does ilot purge itself of 
impurities by freezing. 

T l ~ eproof-reading of the booli secms to liave 
been hastily done, as we notice nnmerous 
errors of spelling. TITe heartily rccolnmend 
tile hooli, and praise it for the sincere nncl un- 
aft'ectecl spirit in .ivhicli it is writtea. 

A te&-book qf 
more, T / ~ o n ~ ( t s& 

TIIE RESCUE 01" GREELY 

Is R-elcoming Lieat. Greely to the meeting 
of tlie geographical section of tlie British as-
sociation last summer, Capt. Bedford P i ~ n ,  
himself an arctic traveller of great experiei~ce, 
saicl tliat on one of the early expeditiolls in 
searcli of Sir Jolin Franlilia, the American 
ships were obserretl daslii~lg illto the ice al~ead 
of their E~lglisli companions. " Yes," saicl 
an old quartermaster : " they fears nothing, 
because they lrnowsnothi~ig." But norrr, since 
the return of Greely, the gallailt captain aclcled, 
it was evident that " the America~ls knew 
every thing, ancl feared nothing." This, too, 
must be tlie verdict of eyery one who reails 
this book, and sees the way in whicli Scliley 
and Emory, in two Dundee whalers, not merely 
kept pace with tlie best sllilss in tile Dmltlee 
whaling-fleet, but, 12ushiag by them, rescued 
Greely and liis dying comrades hours, if not 
days (considering the uncertainties of ice 
navigation), before tlie otlier ships coulcl have 
reacllecl Cape Sabine, thus saving tile lives of 
several of tlie party. 

I t  l~iakes an interesting story, and is well 
told by Professor Soley, who, we suppose, 
wrote tlie greater part, if not all, of the nar-
rative. The introcltictory chapters on the gate- 
r a y  of the polar seas and the circumpolar 
stations, are too brief to be of ~ n ~ l c hvnlne ; 
r~hile the account of the two previous atteinpts 
to reach Greely co~ltaius little that will aid one 
i11 forming for liiinself an opinion as to nrhere 
the respo~lsibility for the ~leatlls of nineteeu out 
of the twenty-five members of the Lady Frank<- 
liil Bay es1)edition really belongs. Tlie ~ o l -  
nme further contains a few good 1)ictures ; n 
track-chart shoving the ronte of Schler's ves- 
sels ; and the oEcial chart of the region from 
BafEn Bay to Lincoln Sea, first publishecl in 
Science last February. 

A LETIICI: f ~ o mDr. \Villi3 Evelmte, U.S.A., who 
recently arrived from St. Michael., dl:rska, at Sat1 
Francisco, states that  his original ylall of c~ossirlg 
fro111 the head^^ aters of the Wlrite-river bra l~ch  of the  
Puli-on to the Copper River, \?as defeated by the im- 
possibility of getting any comp:\~lion, either white 
or native, to nndertnlte the voyage v i t h  lliin. Ge~l lq  
thus ~ulaccornl3a1lied, he was ~ncomniodedby the be-
haxior of the Uppel Palron Indians, who eildeavolecl 
to purloill his supl)lies ; and therefore he descendecl 

The ?.esclre q f  G?.rcly. By \T7. S.SCHLEPand J .  It. SOLIY. 
Illustrated fI'om the photogI'i1phs and maps of the rclief axpedi-
tion. S e w  Pork, C/~( i r . l e .~  S o i n ,  1885.S'c~ihizi~i.'s 

http:C/~(ir.le.~

