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THCcorlrse t o  be followecl a t  JVushlngton 
in the selection of a su!)erinlenclent of till 
c.8,coast-survey, will be natc!~ecl with th 
greatest concern by all who are intcrcsted n 
the coilcluct of tha t  i~ l lpor ta~ l t  bur car^. Tllc ,e 
especially nho belie\ e in maintailring t!ie ril 
service in a high s tate  of efficiency, and who 
1001; to  the present admil~istration for the 
faitllful application of sotmd principles i n  the 
selection of officials for positions of liigll re-
sponsil)ility. mill form their opinion of the mis- 
cloni ancl honesty of those i n  antliority by the 
action which is about t o  be taken. 

W e  are informeel that  actrrally an appoint-
ment has alreacly been made ; but v e  t:ike it  
for grantetl tll.it i t  is only an appoint~neatad 
interim, tlrat the public service may not suf- 
fer nnj  dctrinleilt i11 the emergency which has 
niisen. I n  :ill p~obabil i ty ,  the oficer liow in 
chmgt. of t h r  surve j ,  h o ~ e v e r  qllalifiecl he 
m a s  be t o  pionounce upon many of the ques- 
ticns wllich are brought t o  his notice, -and 
R,,? hear him spoken of in terms of great re-
spect,  --mould decline the  respoiisibi1it~- of 
guitling. even for a few months, the worli of a 
scieiltific coips so numerous, so expert,  ancl so 
special, a s  the surveyors and hydrographers of 
our  coast.  

T h e  head of the survey must not only be 
co~llpetcnt t o  judge of results, as  cloes the 
secretary of the treasury, or the obseraillg 
meiribcr of congress, but he nlust be compe- 
tent  to  point oa t  the methods, ancl select the 
agents, and govern the various steps, by which 
t,he tlcsireil results are t o  be ohtainctl. A s  
these  iesults -the nccmate desc~ip t ion  of 
the coast.  ancl the careful o h s c r ~  atioa of the 
chailges ~ h i c h  a l e  constalltly in progress upon 
t h e  marine highways of travcl and comlnerce 

-dcpen(1 upon the most precise physical 
measr~rernents, and tkic most accurate mnthe- 
inntical cliscussions, the superintentleiit sllo~lld 
be a ma11 who has been trained i11 nlathernatical 
and l~hysicnl science. Other qualities are  also 
essential, but they can be fhmld in liien mllo 
have been trained to this !xirticular kind of 
scientific work. 

If there sk~oulcl be a vacancy in tile supreme 
corrrt, iioiie bat  a lawyer moulil be tllonght of 
for the position ; if there should be ileed of a 
snrgeoa-general for the army or the navy, 
none but  a 1~11ysiciai1 would he apllointed ; only 
a military eagineer morrld be  competent t o  con- 
duct the military engineering of the gomrn-  
ine~l t .  TVl~at is  true of the older professions 
is true of the newer. T h e  clirector of the  
coast and geoclatic surveys o f t h i s  vast  coontry 
shonlcl be one 1~7110 will comlna~ltl the profes- 
s ioml  conficlence and respect of all wlro a re  
t h e m s e l ~ ~ c sexpert it1 hydrogmphy and geocl- 
esy. I I e  mnst be surveyor-in-chief, or snr-
JTej or-geiieral. I I e  shoulcl have high persolla1 
character, acqnaintztnce with the structure and 
phjsics  of the globe, skill in  adminstration, 
anrl the pover  of con1plete ancl lifelol~g clevo- 
tion t o  a w r k  of great responsibility ancl 
l~onor .  

It is not necessary to look for  such a inan 
in the army or in the navy. Incleecl, there are 
g ra re  ol>jections to  cletailing any oMcer of 
either arm of the service to  the conclnct of the 
coast-survey ; and i t  may be assumed, that  rio 
one will resign from the army or aavy to enter 
upoil the unpeiisionccl and tlnccrtain career of 
a civilian. Fortunately, there are several iiien 
in civil life whose pursuits ancl attainments 
qualify then1 for the supcrint~ndcncg,  -me11 
~ h ohave already n or1 distinctioil in  mathe- 
matical ancl p11j sical researches. Among 
tllcni are  men of excelleiit business habits, of 
administrative sliill, of honest, faithful, and 
industrious liacs. Upo11 such a mail .rve sin- 
cerely hope the choicc will fall. 


