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COMiMENT AND C R I T I C I S J f .  

TIIEANKOUKCEIIENT IS MADE in another col- 
umn, by Dr. C. S. Minot, tliat Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thornpson of Stamford, Conn., has given to a 
boarcl of trustees the sum of twenty-five thou- 
sand clollars " for the advancement and prose- 
cution of scientific research in its broadest 
sense." I t  is a generous gift for a noble pur- 
pose. With a degree of wisdom wliich is for- 
tunately more ancl more evinced by those who 
~nalie enclomments, the methocls to be employed 
for the accomplishment of these ends bare 
been left by the clonor to the judgment of those 
whom she intrusts with the fu~ld. They are 
men in vr~liom tile public will also have confi- 
dence. One of them is a physiologist, one an 
astronomer, one a political e c o ~ ~ o n ~ i s t ,  anrl one 
a biologist. The income will soon be avail- 
able ; and the founder may hope to see within 
another year good ~ ~ o r k  in progress, which her 
liberality has made possible. 

It has been suggested that the fund thus 
established should he aclministered by an inter- 
national association of science, if such a body 
is initiated by the British and American asso- 
ciations. This woulcl doubtless give kclat to 
the new organization, but cliffiised responsi- 
bility is by no means essential to the success 
of the fund. A small body of trustees, such 
as that now instituted, is quite adequate to the 
direclion of the project, particularly if its en- 
deavors ancl its results are made known to the 
public by annual reports, which may evolie the 
comments and snggestions of otlier scientific 
men. But whichever form of direction may 
be finally adopted, the far-sighted arid gener- 
ous gift will be everywhere recognized as de- 
serving the gratitude of all who believe in the 
progress of science, and the endowment of 
research. We welcome as a new agency in 
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tlie promotion of linomledge, The E2lizabeth 
Thompson science fund.' 

WITHINA PEW YEARS a change has been 
effected in the organization of the American 
association, tl~rongh a considerable increase in 
the number of its sectioas. In  its present 
composition, it resembles much more than 
formerly its prototype, tlie British associ a t '  1011. 

Tlie change was a necessity of tlie immense 
recent growth of our association. There is 
another desirable change, not so radical, bnt 
in its future significance quite as important, 
which ~ o n l c l  be in keeping with the example 
of the British association, and which, even if 
entirely within the prorince of tlie stantling 
committee to carry into effect, should receive 
the countenance of the members at  large. 
This concerns its annual volume of pro-
ceeclings. AIeans of pnblicatio~~have now 
so vastly increased in all parts of the country, 
that tllcre is no longer neerl of this one adtli-
tional channel of commui~ication witli the 
outer world ; and the publication in full of all 
the papers read a t  any meeting (which has 
never been attempted in recent rears) would 
absorb at once all the increasing income of 
the association. A co~lsiderable number of the 
papers are printed only by title, most of 
the remainder only by abstract ; but the ab- 
stracts are apt to be of undue length, and a 
considerable nuinber of papers are printed in 
extenso. 

The change which we would adrocate is, 
that all papers should be printed in the ' pro-
ceedings ' eillier by title, or by brief abstract 
only. Should any papers prove of such es-
ceptional interest that they should be printed 
in full (and desirable, as would then bc the 
case, that they shonld appear under the au-
spices of the associ:ltion), it is also manifestly 
important that they sliould be published by 
the association without delay ; which, under the 
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present arrangements, is impractical~le, as  n o  constellatiori of Perseus. They increased in number 
liourly, until abont two o'cloclr in the morning they 

lTolilnle of ~ r o c e e d i n g s  attnirled their maxiniurn frequericy, ~vhich  I n s  abont 
reccllt Years ullcler ten or  eleren months, one hundred and fifty every hour. After this the 

riuinbrr per hour grew less frequently nntil four 
l'ilis year i t  is t \ ~ e l v e .  L e t  such lIaDC'.S the11 o'clock i11 tile moriiir~g, 1vhe11 they fell, as in  tlle early 
lJc prilltetl ill quarto form tile title of everii~~g, Tlie majority of me- a.bout fifty each hour. 

teors nere of tile third and fourth niagriitude, and 
memoirs ' ( a  series already commcllccd), ~ 1 1 ~ 1  fro111 two to three degrees in length. Tlie fillest nie- 

issuetl olle olle as fast as l,rinted : c\.cll \T.itll 
this cliinirlation and restriction, tile volume, 

tile growth of tile society, T\,ill bccolne 
quite as  large as  should be issneil b~ t'lle asso- 
ciatioll mitll its limited funds anclits liberal 
rules of distribution. The  lne~llbers \vonld re- 
ceire an accel,tablc qzcid qtLo,col,tnillillg 
fair staterucllt of the xvork of the association 
arid the iiiclustry of its memlsers. Sue11 a n  
action l ~ o u l d ,  as  i t  sho~lld,  e lcrate  the presi- 
dcutial addrcrses to a highcr dignity ; mhile, 
more important than all, i t  77'0111~1 fi'ee the asso- 
ciation from a lleavy burtlell, allcl 
ena),~le it ,  as  it  otherwise coulcl not,  to derote  
a not u,,ilnllortant of its allllual 

t o  allnun1 subsiclies for special resenrch. Tlie 
nssocintioll T\,oald thIls be ellallled to talie the 
l~ lace  that belongs essentially to  it  -oi' foster- 
iilg ' tlie nclvnnceinent of sciellce ' in the  most 
effective manner. 

A x o i n ~ ncv1nr:sc~of the necessity of rcstric- 
tion, in evpei~scs of nstronomical establish-
ments, comes from abroad. I n  his last report, 
Admiral Mouclicz, director of the Z'aris obser- 
~ ' a to ry ,  notillg the fact that  the puhlication of 
the Bulletin ast?.oilonzique entails great outlay 
of the resources of the observatorj.  expresses 
his appreiiension, tliat, unless the list of sub- 
scribers to  the period~cal is largely ang~nented,  
the journal must soon be discontinued. Bi~lle-
t in  ctstroi?omigz~eis  a moilthly of tlie l~iglicst 
ra lue ; and, although -\.cry joung ,  it woulcl be 
greatly rnissccl. The  first ~ iumher  was that  
issued for the month of J a n u a r j ,  1884. 

LETTEES TO TIiE EDITOR. 
'2  Co~re,9pondent~ Therrre requested to be as brie,f asposnible. 
writer's nnme i s  in all c&rm requirerl a s  proof of good fhfitith. 

Meteoric activity, Aug. 10. 
ON the 10th of Angust last, the date of meteor 

activity, it was noticed abont ten o'cloclr in the even- 
iug, that meteors issued very f r eque~~ t lyfrorn the 

teor of the evenillg i\suetl from tlie constell~itioii Per-
sew,  took a. north-resterly course, and disapl)ca~.ed 
bellit~d the horizon. It mas of the first rnagtlitude, 
and silvery ill color. The passage of the Irleteor vns 
marlred by a train resembling stealn, vliicll (lid riot 
tlisappcar for over a niinrite. J i a ~ l y  other 1iieteol.s 
were observed during the eve~~ ing ,  b11t all 1vc:r.e less 
brilliant tliati tlie one describetl. Two nere seen rli- 
rectly soutli, a11d a f e n  soutli-west; but t l ~ e  majority 
issued from the cor~stellntion of I'erseus. 

DAI:TVIN31~~12s .  
Fort n7wlle, 

Color associations with the moaths. 

xoticing in Science of July 31 a letter orl 'color 
associations wit11 the months,' I ~vould call attention 
to a geometrical associatio~l that I have uncouscioi~sly 
acquiretl, and that is ever present in my nli~ld w11en 
thinking of any date, or period of tlie year. Tile 
curve is represented in tlie sitbjoir~etl slietch. The 
divisions repre>ent rnoiiths. Several, as yo11 obsel.re, 
allllear longer t l~ari  others. Tlie plarte in ~r~hicli  this 
curve is described appears to rrie inclined at  an a~igle  
of about 40° wit11 tlie vertical. Its longest diirnirttr 
is l'erliaps two llu1ltlrecl yards. Fro111 (lay to day I 
seern to inore a l o ~ r  this imaginary line to l ) o s i t i o ~ ~ ~  
correspo~~dirigwith tire date. 

Notxl)le days, as Christmas ant1 Fourth of July, 
out  as tlistillct nlarlis culr.e. It 

not as a black line, but as a portion of space only 

defined by marks here a11c1 there denotingdags on v-liich 
so~r~ethingoccurreci that I remen~ber. Xy  suljposi- 
tion as to the origin of this u111iatural a ~ l d  ratlier nu- 
pleasant notion of tlie ruontl~s. is, that, mlicn a cl~ild 
at  scliool, tlie impression made 1ipo11 111g I ~ I ~ I I ~by my 
everyday dc~ties was sirr~ilar to the er~lotions one would 
feel ill walking arou~rd a curve arl.angec1 as this is. 
Enteri~ig school the n~itldle of September, there \yap, 
nntil C1i1,istmas time, Iiarrl, up-hill work. 'rllen for 
one wreelr, until Jan.  1, a period of rest, after \vllich 
things \~-ould go easier by my being accustomeil to 
thern, and looking for\vard to the spring. Uuririg
June  tlie curre begins to bend clon'11; and, through 
July arid August, there is perfect rest, as tl~oilgh one 
were sliclilig down with no exertion, until towards 
September the tlionght of again assnrni~ig t,l~e duties 
of scliool-life puts a stop to the d o w ~ ~ w a r d  notion, 
and the curve begins to ascend in September. On 
this supposition it is hard to explain ~ v h y  July  and 
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