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oratory investigations, and may justly claim a voice in 
this special department. I t  is to be regretted, that Dr. 
Babes concedes the primary cliscovery of the specific 
bacilli of different niorbict processes to Babes alone. 
' L'un de nous' creeps into the various chapters with 
a frequency not in harmony with accepted facts. So 
far as is lrnown to microscopists, Dr. Babes has made 
no original discoveries ; and the morB is villuable for 
reference only (and in this particular its wort11 may 
not be overestin~ated), and as afresh proof of Professor 
Cornil's facility as a writer. Lustgarten has priority 
in the discovery of the contagium rivum of sypllilis, 
as well as in the peculiar process of staining. I saw 
Babes irlalre several ineffectual attcmpts to carry out 
L?stgartcn's directions, even mliile his b001i was 
going tlirough the press; so that liis statements in 
this connection, as nrell as those that occur in the 
discussion of actinornycosis, are purely imaginative. 
Actinoniycoses hare  been successfnlly colored by orily 
one rnail in Berlin, but his name was not Babes. 
Tlle drawings in some cases are p ~ e t t y  good. The 
tube-drawings are, ho~rrever, wretched, and convey 
an entirely erroneous impression of the g ro~r lh  of 
bacilli. Cornil's worlr in the booli is without spot or 
bleinisli, and i t  is unfortunate that liis duties as min- 
ister of public instruction did not allow him to give 
more attention to the details. Ilrs. G. Sinis TITood- 
liead, and Arthur W. Hare, have brought out a boolr 
jointly ( ' Pathological mycology ' ). Dr. JVoodliead 
came to Berlin for a few weelrs, worlred in the Iabora- 
tories, and then returned to Scotland, allel ~vrote a 
book. The nature and scientific mlne  of this pabli- 
cation may be estinlated fro111 the length of time 
which v a s  given to the study of micro-biolopg. The 
descriptioil of methods is entirely out of date. The 
illustrations are singularly iriaccurate, llotably No. 
v., and all of tlie potato-drawiiigs. No. 22 is not 
used by ICocll at  all, and in No. 34 the tubes are not 
lleltl properly. No. 37, ~~ai t l idescription, is absolutely 
wrong. I t  is evidently a conta~riinnter7,arid riot a 
puve, culture. The~ ,eis no detailed account of d ~ o p  
cnltmc or of platc culture, ~ ~ ~ l l i c l ~  is tlie rei,y basis of 

1Zoc.11'~ method of l)urc culture. The bncillus of blue 

lnilli fornis a b ~ o w i ~  not ' qreen' tint, as 
tint, arid a 
the autllors claini. 

Neither of tliese works finds great faror arnolig 
scientific men in Germany, arid neither conveTs any 
adequate impression of the exact processes of inquiry 
necessary to a iiitclligentco~i~prehei~sive,  survey of 
micro-biology. Ere11 Ii-ocll lliin~elf stands Ixlt get 
upon the threshold, ~~-o r l i i ng  his way into the clear 
light of trutll tllrough llr~lcll tribulation and scepti-
cism; and even he ~vould never dare to pronounce 
with sucli aotocr:rcy upon certaiil processes, as do 
tliose whose enthi:siasm leads them to snap juclgrnents 
after a few weelts of special study. 

An interesting matter lately 11appe11ed in Professor 
Jollnne's laboratory at  Dresden. A frieritl of nline, 
~vorliiiigup the micro-organisrlls of different earths, 
tool; a specimeli from untierneath t,he laboratory n in-  
(low. Froin this lie cultivated some specinlens of the 
bacilli of anthrax. Inquiry sllowed that formerly this 
place llati been nsed as a burial spot for sheep dying 
of ant111 a s ,  but that for Ielz years it l ~ a s  not b e ~ n  used 
for sncii a purpose. HOI<ATIO11.BIGELOW, A1.D. 

Bahtei, 5Lchs. Rchwciz, J o l y  13. 

[ O w  correspondent makes some strong statements 
\vIiich need niodification. I he animus of Priedliirlcl-
er's criticisnl of Coriiil and Babes' book ( Fortschritte 
der medeci~z, July 1 ,  188.5)may be easily anderstoocl, 
and loses value by so much. So far as our perusal 
of ' l e s  batteries ' has illforriled us, the ' L'un de 
nous,' spoken of in our letter, refers purely to con-

.flr.inatory work done b y  onc or the other of the 
authors, and is not a claim to oripinality. To  our 
thirilting, Lustgarten, being tlle only onementioned 
a t  all in con~lection v i th  syphilis in tlie classification 
of the scl~izomycetes, receives all the credit tlie niost 
grasping conld desire: and the fact that  Biibes failed 
once or i ntwice to stain the bacilli, proves l~ol l i i~rg  
regard to his success at  other times (as any practical 
~vorlter knows) : nor, so far as we can see, has i t  any 
bearing upon his absertions in regard to actinoiiiy- 
cosis. I n  regard to tlle staining of the fungus of tlie 
latter, we would suggest that some others than the 
one successfr~l vorlier in Berlin should try mashiug 
the sections for a short time in dilute llydrocliloric 
acid, and the11 stain according to Gram's iuethod. 
We fancy there will be no difficulty in fincling the 
fungus stailled blne, as ~ v a s  denlollstrated in TVas11- 
ington last April. Our rer iev  (Sciel~ce, July 24) 
gives our own opinion of the work. Of Sirns and 
TIToodhead's ' Pathological mycology,' n.e hare 
received only the first part as yet; and we liave 
therefore not spol<en of i t  i n  detail. Bad as our 
correspondent seenls to tllinlr it, i t  pronlises to be 
a t  least the best work upon the subject that has yet 
appeared in English. -En.] 

' Color associations.' 

Another curious phase of color sesociation. beaicles 
the interest,ing one mentioned by Dr. C. S. Xinot, is 
that  in connection with names. 

I have heard three children of different tempera- 
ments in the same fari~ily avorv an association of col- 
ors with names. Strangely enough, tliey agreed 011 

nearly every exaillple; as, forinstarice, that  Kate mas 
red; Mary, white; Alice, riolet; Diclr, deep T7andyke 
b r o ~ r ~ n ;  This seems even TVilliani, a watery blue, etc. 
more arbitrary arid unacco~intable than color associa- 
tions xvith months; as that nligllt, to some extent, be 
influenced by the prevailiilg tints of natural objects 
at  those particular seasons. Tlius the tone of sun-
light dr~ring January, Pebrnary, and Marcll, deter- 
niiriing the color associatecl, slli~ling ~vliite yellow; 
that of the April sky, ~vlien there is otherwise an  
absence of strilting color; the leading hue of ;\lay-
flowers ; the ze~litll of r-ertinre in June,  -all may assist 
in forining the color associations. I nlay acltl. I liliom 
the use of color-synibols for 1i:nnrs to exist also in 
adult, n l i ~ ~ t l s  ill a less definite degree ( the  agreement 
bet~veen different persoils also not so uiianinlous), but 
quite suaciently to cause a confusion in reci~lling 
llarries of the ' same color; ' as, for example, Martlia 
anel Mary Ann, both being classified as ' bro~vriisll 
drab.' I tllirilr if lhis connectioii of ideas were traced 
to the root, i t  rvould result in tlie conclusion that the 
aseortrrierlt is conducted on a very elenleiltary basis; 
as in tlie case of t l ~ etwo last-mentioned names, usu- 
ally belongiiig to pei,sons engaged in ordinary work-a- 
day pursuits, they are rel~resentrd, or rather produce 
an identical effect of conimonplace neutrality u p o l ~  
tlie rnirid, with tlie tint commonly adapted to service- 
able uses. I t  is probable that  thought is niuch rriore 
fl-equeritly carried oil by hieroglyphics of for111 and 
color than by words. I n  fact, these afford too slow a 
presentatio~l of ideas, ~ h i l e  sonle faintly defined sgm- 
bol coiivers the effect of whole sentences at all insta~lt .  
As Ribot explains a certain illilsioil of nle~nory: 
' there is a ground of resemblance quickly perceived 
betmeen the t ~ v o  impressions, which leads us to iden- 
tify them.' We confuse similar nloclifications of the 
nerve elements as the pictures on t ~ oslides passing 
sinlultaneously through the magic lantern are corn- 
bineel. I<. A. CIIIPMAN. 
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