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O F F I C I A L  S C R I J T I N Y  OF TIIE U. S .  

C O A S T - S U R V E Y .  


S E I ~ ~ O ~ Scharges liave bcen brought hy the 
au tho~i l i esin Washington against tlie ad~ninis-  
tration of thc U. S, coast-snlvey. 1)iit ing 
many d a j  s par t ,  the ncmspapers, under nlore 
o r  less se~~sa t io i la l  cnr-headings, have given 
rcncy t o  stateinents and insinuations of n (lam- 
aging character. Sorrlc of the articles nhich 
h a r e  come ~undcr our cye are  ob\ionsly wrong. 
s o n ~ c  c o ~ ~ t a i n  half-truths, nncl sonic arc  in-
spired n-ith aniinosity tomaicl particular men, 
o r  tonard the prosecution of purely scientific 
work. U p  to the timc w l i ~ n  tlicsc lines are  
writtcri, n7c have seen nothing in the jour- 
nals nhicll hears thc stamp of official accu-
racy ; hut there appeared on Friday last nliat 
pur l~or t s  t o  h c  a summary of the rcsnlts xt- 
tailled by  a comrnittce of in\  estigation ap- 
pointed by the treasury depaitment. If so 
much is  to  bc said i11 public, as  is contained in 
this statement, rre regret that  tlie charges arc  
not authenticateil by a signature, alltl that  the 
circumstances nndcr which the inquiry has 
bccii conducted arc not clemly inatle known. 
T h e  credit of an important branch ot' tlie pnb-
lie service, as  ne l l  a s  tile personal standing 
of i ts  leading ofnccrs, i s  iiivolvcd in tliesc 
criminatioiis. A clcccnt regard for justice, and 
a fair considcrntioi~ for those who haue long 
maintained :x good report,  reqtiire sonlctlling 
more tll:111 anonymous and semi-official colnmu- 
nicatioiis, sent ont by telegl aph,  ill n llicll i t  is 
not possible to  cliscriminate the pel1 of tlie 
reporter froin that  of tlie autliorizecl in) csti- 
gator, :tncl in nhich it is still hartler to  cleter- 
mine what arc  the  charges of the complainants, 
a n ~ lwhat m e  the concli~sions of the  tribunal. 
Either reticence shor~ld goveln an inrestiga-
tion until so~i le  conclusion is re:ichcd which 
can be openly made knovn ,  o r  else there 
shoulcl be suf-ticient pltblicity i n  tllc conduct of 
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the inquiry t o  acquaint the pithlic n i t h  the 
cstenuaiiilg circumstances of thc clefence, ailcl 
the answers ~v11ic.h arc made to the preferred 
coml~laints.  Unless we arc misled by thcse 
unofficial statements, i t  appears that  the sn1)cr- 
intcndent of tlie stirrcy has been clcl~oscd fioiil 
his oflicc for allcged mismanageme~~t .  that  tlie 
assistant in cllargc a t  77rasl~ington has been 
first removed anrl then restored, anti that  scr-  
era1 persons cml~loyeil by tile s u r w y  (chiefly 
in  subordinate 1,c'lations to  the s c r ~ i c e )  have 
bcen brought under censure. 

Tlrc have no disposition t o  apologize for, o r  
t o  screen, coiitinilccl neglect of duty, or alluse 
of thc high rcal~onsibilitics which arc attached 
t o  thc contlnct of :in important post ; brlt 
certain facts of a n  explanatory cliarscter 
s l~ould certainly accompany exprcis io~is  of 
blame. T h c  Bicnds of the s u p c r i n t c n ~ l ~ n t  
are nvi arc that he has b r c ~ i  for a long n hilc a 
suffcrer fro111 n 1)aiiiful disease. H c  has 7~cen 
acl~isctl ,  a s  ITC arc  informccl, t o  sceli relief 
frorri acute and clistrcssing attacks by thc nse 
of agents rrhich are  c s t r a  haznrdous. Thcre 
is  no don1,t that  his efficiency as  a11 adrninis- 
t i a t i re  officer lias thus been seriously im-
p a i ~ e d .  It w o ~ ~ l dhave been well, uilder 
circumstances of so mucli resl3onsibility. if 
he  could have been quietly retired i n  \iem 
of tlie long-cuntinncd, efficient, and able ser-
r ices  rrllicll he 1x1s rendered to tlle cowltry. 
Failure resulting froin physical infiririity, and 
from tlie cmplo>ment, however il-~juclicioris, of 
the l)rcsc~ibed ineans of relief, is failure *till, 
so f:v as  the  condact of a public office is con-
cerned ; but it  is not the failure of a clissil~atccl 
mall incl~ilging in ice. T h e  accllsed is not 
to  be coi~clc~~iined like one n h o  llas s ~ ~ r r o ~ i n t l e ~ l  
himself with bat1 associates, o r  mlio bas nl111ro- 
piiated to his personal gratification the 1iul)lic 
moileg. ITis l~rcvious record of fidelity, ap- 
l~lication, and ~lprightiiess should be remein- 
bered. iZ sliarp tlistinction should be  drawn 
hetrreeli erroneous methods of control xhich 
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he  has initiatcdlf and those had traditional 
forms n l l i c l~  are lilrcly to  g ~ o n  u p  in a n j  public 
office unless the most rigilant natcli  is liept. 
If the recold of the superintendci~t is good, 
-and we k~elieve that  it is, up to tlie time of 
a great clon~estic sorroJT, ancl tile suhseclnent 
incarsions of tlisease, -the judgment of the 
governn~ent  and of the public sllo~ild be ~ e r y  
ciiffe~cnt from that  wl~ich would he due to  a 
d i s h o n ~ s t ,  incai>able, or clissipaterl man. M7e 
sincerely believe, that ,  when all the facts are  
brought out,  our judgment will prore to  be 
correct, ancl that  tile bad aclministration at-
trib~itetl  to  the snperintenilent mill not be 
R itllout extenuating considerations. The  
honors nhicll ha\ e been n-on by the coast-
surrey ahro:td and a t  home, for thorongllness, 
under a ~ d u o u s  and cornplicateil circumstances. 
a l e  llonors mllicll l lare beell woii by those vl lo  
h a r e  administcrecl its affairs. 

T'i711ile awaiting further information, there are  
some liilonn facts, and some k n o v n  principles, 
n l ~ i c h  it  is no1 tll wliile to  bear in mind, Dm-
ticulally as  there is always a m~iltitucle ready 
to ~ a i s e  a line s l i d  cry if any deteriilined 
opl?onent leads off in tllroming out suspicions. 

77 itllout tlie slightest disposition to screen 
ofliiial mismanagement, if i t  has  heen clis-
covcrecl. me must cantion our leatlcrs agairlst 
g i ~ i n g  crccleiiae to  insinuations and rnmols. 
All n 110 are under implied cens1u.e h a r e  a 
l ight  to  he fully heard, and to bring all the 
facts allicll are explai~atoryof their concll~ct 
t o  the eye of a qualificcl tribl~ilal.  They have 
a l ight  to  protest against the a r b i t ~ a r y  escr-
cise of peisonal authority, or against the 

exact  science. I t  has  reecired the highest 
encomiums of foreigners who were qualified to  
judge of i t s  merits, ailcl Twre iatcrestecl in  
pointiilg out i ts  defects. T h e  fire sul3eriiltend- 
ents -Elassler, Bache, Benjamin Pierce, Pa t -  
terson, and IIilgarcl -have each, in  clifferent 
n a y s ,  iinprored i ts  methods, ancl uplleld i ts  
efficiency. The  officers just disl)lncccl liave 
gromn up in the service, and have van promo-
tion by the ability and fidelity ?Tit11 mhicll they 
hare  discharged their great  res l~o i~s i~~i l i t i es .  
The  pre3nmptions of official rectitude are  in 
their favor until positive faults are pointed 
out.  They are entitled by tile l~rinciples of 
goocl g o ~ e r ~ n n c n t ,  a s  well as  by their incl i~idaal  
services, t o  all the opportunities they may 
desire for exl~lanation or defcncc ; and any 
lxemature opinion is unfair, especially if i t  is 
affected by personal ~srejuclices, or is  based 
up011 a lack of appreciation for scientific re-
searches. 

I n  the conduct of such a bureau as  the coast- 
survey, a large amo~ul t  of discretion must be 
left to  tile chief. H e ,  and he only, can deter-
mine a 7 ast nnlnher of questions \vliieh pertain 
t o  the selectioll of assistallts for different lrinds 
of work, tlle choice of fields of labor, the dis- 
criniiilation bet~veen services which have a n  
o b ~ i o u s  relation to  some iinrnediate nrant of 
the public, and those wllicll may be just a s  
serliccahle, hut are  recondite, and uniiitelligible 
t o  the uninformed. I t  is impossible t o  mark 
out  the dnties of the highest assistants by 
such rules as  inxy be applied to  the clerical 
serrices of an  orclinary counting-room. I n  
orcler that  tlle lesults of the survey nlay be  

judicinl metllods of a star-chamber or a d r ~ ~ i n -  accuiate and trustvortlly, - the only results 
head coult-nlartial. N o  12olitical purpose, no 
personal tlislilie. no disbelief in science, slionlcl 
be alloved, ~~nquestionecl,  to cliscleclitt h i o ~ ~  
1111on a branch of tile public scrlice, or dis- 
honor upon a corps hitherto legarcled a s  e s -  
eml~lary in all i ts official norli. 

The T7011i of the coast-survey, c lu~ing its 
long 11istor~-, has been of the higliest cllalacter. 
F o r  i l e a ~ l j  serentg Scars it 112s heen appl,o\ ecl 
by success i~~c  coi1gresses arid acln~inistrxtions. 
and by navigators, merchants, ancl nicil of 

which are  vor th  having, -costly instrncnents 
must he bougllt and usecl, ancl must af tervards 
he th ronn  aside, became other instruments 
a re  better, o r  because their n-ork is  clone. 
Still larger ontlag-s are  reqnisite, in order that  
elaborate ancl inipoitant f~indamental ir~quiries 
11121~-be prosewled by inell rrho are trainee1 t o  
exact scieiltific methods. A staff of learned 
ancl esl~erie~lceclinvestigators is  al~solutely 
essential to  the conduct of such a national 
undcrtalilng as  the coast-survey. 
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Nevertliclcss, all this scientific research is  
appreciated by a very small nmnbcr of persons. 
Indeed,  the more valuable it  is,  the less obvi- 
oils may be its meiits. E ~ c r yseainnil linoms 
thc value of a good chart :  not cvery seaman. 
not every scliolar, not c r e r y  stntesmnn, knows 
tllc collditions by nhich a good clinit is  pro- 
cluccd. I t  is only tile expert wlio appieciates 
the s i~b t lc  somces of erlor n-llicll must be elimi- 
11atcc1: he only Bnoxrs tlic infinitutle of matlic- 
mnticnl, 12113 sicnl, astronomicnl, aud geodetic 
problems. which a le  in\ olved in nn cncleavor t o  
portray faithfully suc11 n coast line as  tliat of tlie 
Uii i te~l  Stntcs. a ~ l d  t o  keep the p o ~ t ~ n !  nl in ac- 
curate cor~cspor~tleilce wit11 the chn~iging saiicls. 

r 3I l ie  jntlge of what to  do, and horn t o  clo it ,  
iliust bc the supe~intendeiit .  Coiigress mnst 
sny how mucli money may bc spclit, ancl the 
secretary of tlie trensuly must exercise a n  
authority o \e r  tlic methods of cspei~di torc: 
but  the rnnster of the worl<s inust bc  tllc licacl 
of thc snrve-j ; nucl, nltliongh hc is liable to  
el lor ,  like the ~ e n e ~ a l  in  the field, or tlic sea- 
man on the deep, tlle ulti~nnte results, attained 
~i i ider  liis guidance, arc  tllc criterion of his 
scientific cficieacy. 

I n  tlie zeal for civil-scrvicc reform, whicli 
has chnrncterizeci the ne\r administratiou, it  
ni l l  not be s u r p r i s i ~ ~ g  if outla! s for scientific 
observntion, espeiimeut, 21nd research slio~lld 
be regnlded as qnestionnble i f  not estr:~rngant. 
L t  is i ~ o t  to  be ~voiicleietl at.  that 211 autlilor of 
nccouuts sliould eoiisicler as  needless, espcndi- 
. t u r e ~nliicli ex1)crieilec 11as shown t o  be nbso- 
lutely necessary for tile cficiellt i~lailngc~ileilt 
of n scientific bnrc:zu. I t  will not be s t rn~ige  

and mis~.epresei>tntior~s. The  president, u11-
less wc mis-read his official 2nd persoiial chnr- 
ncter, will insist upon mise ecoaoiny. Beyond 
the adnii~listratioil and Congress, there lies ail 
appcal t o  the intelligei~ce of the people, n h o  
certainly d o  not want parsimony in tllc stutdy 
of tlic sen-coast. lJoilesty ant1 acconnlnbility 
ni l l  be  cleillauc~cd by thc pnblic in all braiiches 
of tllc government service : tliey mill rejoice 
in  every check wl~ich may be de~isecl  to  pre- 
vent tlie misnlq2roprintion of funcls, but they 
will not want tlic cficiency of tlic const-survex 
impairccl. Ail administrntion mill indeed np- 
pear awry, wliicli proposes in  oilc breath t o  
restore tlic navy to efficiency. nlicl i11 another t o  
interfere with tllc accnrntc study of tlic coast, 
2nd with the perfectio~l of our kiionledgc of 
harbors 2nd reefs. Le t  tllere be fair play in  
coilsidering thc affairs of the coast-sorvcy, 2nd 
v e  sliall h a r e  no fenrs of tlic result. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
A m a d  stone. 

TIII:Sedalia ailcl other papers lately contained ac-
counts of the application of a 'mad storie ' to a Mr. 
Girard of this city, who had been bitten bv a suul~osed 

" A -

mad dog. 
Tlie stone was ow~ieclby Mr. J. >I. Diclisoii of 

1Cans:~s City, ~ 1 1 0  advertises tlie use of the stone, arid 
stater that i t  lrar been in possessiori of his falllily for 
riioro than a hiu~clred yeak, arld was brought by one 
of t11e family froni Scotlalid. From tlie large number 
of references given ill Mr. Diclison's advertisement 
to tlie nayo or aiid other oti~cials, mid pliysicialis of 
Karisas City, we may take it as true tliat RIr. Dicli- 
sori is honest iii lris belief as to tile virtues and his- 
tory of the stone. 

To a reporter Xr. Diclison made a statement that  
he liad applied tlie stone to Inore than five hu~ldred 
cases of bites hy varioils lti~ids of ~narl  a~ i i~ l~ i t l s  and 
wild slrunlis; liis ol7inioii eridelitly being, tliat tlie 
bite of tliis animal, whether rabid or not, will produce 
hydrophobia. I le  gare the method of apl)lication, 

if n of ~ ~ l i i c h  upon orco~ni l~ i ss io i~  govciinneiit officials pro- was to place the storie the \ ~ ~ o ~ u l d ,  
up011 ari abrasion of tlie skin inaile or1 any part of noui~cesmnuy of the ilwestigntious of tlie coast- tile body, first soal<ing tlie stone in sweet mill<. He 

s u r l e j  to  be incomplete, uselesi. or ~111d~ilj'stated, tliat, if thc? person contained any rirus, the 
s t o ~ ~ e  01. abrasioii until it would adliere to the W O U I ~ ~

costly. I t  mill be easy t o  gain a reputstion was saturated witlr tlie poison, ~vlien it ~vouldfall off; 
for economy, and for discorci i l~g the S:~ults of arid that it was then cleaiietl by again soaliing it in 

m e e t  mill;, and this was repeated until the stone
preceding aclniinistrations, by stiil i i l~g a t  ~ ~ o r l i ,  would no longer adliere. 
the metllods of ~ ~ h i c h ,  their very nature, froin 
a le  illcoi~lprehensible to  the pnblic. I t  is easy 
t o  furaish witticis~lls to mritersi~l~luinerable  
by  n judicious rel~etitioil of scientific tecl~nicnl- 
ities. But ,  happily, Clo~lgress is not likely t o  
1)e inisled by such comhinecl misnl~pielieiisioiis 

We may presiltne, that, of tlie five liundreil treated 
by him, a large iluliiber I~a t lbeen bitten by anirnals 
~vliich were not 111ail; and statistics show, that, of 
tliose bitten by dogs wllicll are mad, not more than 
one-third to one-lialf will have hydrophobia; and yet 
we can hardly suppose, tliat, of fire hundred persons 
wlio believed tliernselves to be in danger of hydro-
phobia, not orie would have talcen it even if 110 pre-
ventive ~neasures had beell taken. Mr. Dickson 


