
SCIENCE.  


Silver in mounds. 
I n  tlie number of Science for May 22 you have an 

article on ' Silver frorn a Pei~nsylvania mound,' wliich 
leads me to speak of a rrcent find 1irl.e. TITithin the 
city liniits, or1 the west side of the river, a~rtl in the 
region of a groirp of ~ ~ i o ~ u i d s  nroilllv re~rtorted, now 
there were recel1t1.y fount1 two nodules of ;learly pure 
silver, weiohing togetlier upward of twelve pounds, 
together ~ 7 t h  a small piece of silver-foil. Tile iiod- 
ules were irregular in shape, with some admixture of 
earthy material; but a competent che~riist pronolnrces 
them esse~itially pure silver. With t1re111 was founcl 
a large copper axe, a large sea-shell (Pyrula?),  bone 
spears, h n ~ n a n  bones, etc., - the usual contents of the 
mounds (in t,liis region) of the so-called mouncl-build- 
ers. A more co~iiplete es;tininatiori of these articles 
will be ~nade.  E. A. S.raosc. 

Grand Rapids, hlich., June 11. 

Mound-building tribes. 
'Name the mound-building tribes,' is the denland 

now made of those lloldi~rg the Indiall theory. The 
mound testiniorig so far o\)tained ( ~ n u c h  of it by the 
bure:tu of ethnolo,ey, ant1 yet uupubiished), talien in 
con~iection with tlre historical, tratlitional, and lin- 
guistic evidence, leacls to the following conclusions: -

I. That tlie :tncierlt morlrs ill eastern- . .-...- ..~ .. Ar1;ansas.-. .. 

north of the Arkansas River, mere cliiefly built h i  
tlie ' Aliar~sea' (Quapaws or Kappas), arid other allied 
tribes of tlie Daliotan stoclr encourite~~etl by I)eSoto, 
and fount1 still occupying this region ~vhell first visited 
by the French explorers. The evitfcnce in support 
of this opinion seems to be well-nigli conclusive. 

2. 'Sliat solne ancient works rtwently discovered in 
Poiltotoc and Unio~l  couutirs, Miss., are probably 
due t,o the Chicltasa~vs, wlio are lrriowr~ to have in- 
habited this region from the time of DeSoto's expe- 
ditiorr until a recent date. These works have been 
visited aud carefully explored by a bnreai~  assistarit, 
who dibcovered in one of the mounds, in addition 
to a number of the nsllal rnonnd-builder's relics 
found in such works, one blade of a pair of scissors, 
the blade of an iron ' case-knife,' and a small silver 
plate s t a m p ~ d  with the Spanish coat-of-arms. Tlre 
vestiges of aboriginal art  present niarlrecl differences 
from those found in Arlr~nsas, western Tennessee, 
and tlie more southern portions of Ali>sissil)pi. Of 
course the data so far obtained, relating to this locali- 
ty, are too meagre to jwtify a decitied conclusior~. 

3. That  niost of the ar~tiquities of Alabama and 
Georgia are attributable to the Aiuskolii tribes. But 
the mound explorations indicate that the south-west 
corner of Georgia, and immediately adjoining por- 
tions of Florida, were occupied in mound-bt~ilding 
tirries by a different people. I t  is sorae~vhat sig~~ifi-  
cant that IIr .  Gatschet ( ' I l igratior~ legend of the 
Creeks ' )  locates t.lie Uchees in precisely this area. 
Some sprcimens of pottery indicate contact with the 
whites, but others are more aricieiit. Tlie indications 
are that the same people occupied this region at  two 
different pe~,iods. 

4. 'rhat the Cheroliees were mo~uld-builders, and 
that  they were the autl~ors of most of the \ I ~ O Y I ~ S  of 
western Nor t l~carol in;^ a11tl eas1el.n Tennessee. I 
have given elsewhere (,%ltrgrt%ine1?fA ~ n e r i c n nhistor?/, 
May, 1884) some reasoris for lliis belief. Subsequent 
explorat,ions have served to strengi,l~~:n this opinion. 
A 1111rnber of mounds arolrnd the site of old Fort 
Loudon, RIorlroe county, Tenn. (one of then1 of large 
size), rct-eutly openccl, furnish what seem to be abso- 
lutely connecting-linlis between the moulitl-builders 
and Intiians. From tlie large one, cor~tainjng ninety-

one slreletons, were talten dozens of polisl~etl celts; 
several shell maslis; some engraved silells; a gallon 
or niore of shell beads, some of them pearls ; vessels 
of clay of ancient type; hone implements; I~nudreds 
of perforated shells; (1 ,fezu l ~ i p e sqi' tc coiiyi~ii~ntivrly 
mode~ ia  Chevokee t ~ p e;.four copper hn?c/c-tiellswith 
shell-bend nizd pebble i~r t l l r s;discoitial stolles, etc. 
No indica.tion of intrusive buri:ils. 

13ut the mount1 trstiliionv ill regard t o  this tribe 
does riot stop hwe. I t  i1111ic;ttes that  to them we 
must attribute t.he works of linnawlia v;lllvy, near 
Cliarleston, those at  Grave Creek, alrcl the typical 
works of southern Ohio: in other words, it is in ac-
cord mitli the tradition nlentioried by Ilaywor~tl, and 
the theory wliich ideiltifies them with tlie Talegrvi. 
Tlie proof is circumstantial, but the chain is un- 
broken: the pipcs alone are sufficient to sliow this. 
We can trace tliein back along their line of migration 
to Iowa. The worlcs of Ohio indicate s ev~ra i  differ- 
ent waves of populatio~i, and occupancy for a greater 
or less length of time by different tr i l~cs;  but the 
worlis of the Talrgmi (Clierolcees) are generally easily 
distinguished. T l ~ en~ourld testimor~y absolutely for- 
bids tlie idea that  tlie Ohio mound-buiidt~rs went 
south to the Gulf states, and merged into 111~. IIuslioki 
family, or were represeiltetl by the Natclie-. 

5.  'l'hat the traclr of tlie Shawnees call l)e traced 
bv their worlis from southern Illinois to1it11.tll-oasrern 
~ e o r g i a .  They were urldor11,tedly tlie autlr,t~.s of the 
box-shaped 'stone gra\?t:s,' or cysts, fourid sont11 of 
tile Ohio Iiiver, and the other ~vorlis of t,llat rc~pion 
directly connected wit11 these graves. While ?t is 
probable they entered it frorn the west, possibly alortg 
the line of the lower Missouri Hiver, the works at the 
eastern end of the elongate area bear tiit? rnarlts of 
greatest age, nnlees we attribute to them the Callokia 
pyramid and its companions. The region of the 
Camberland valley and middle Tenriessee was evi-
dently their chief and most permanent seat of power. 
The later occupancy by them and by the Delawares, 
of various points in Ohio, is generally indicated by 
their stone coffins and mode of burial. 

ti. That a large portion of tile works of Kentucky 
differ from all others east of the Rlississippi, north- 
eastern Missouri alone present~ing any thing similar. 
The only probable solution of the puzzle is, that a 
tribe wllich once inhabited this section ha3 become 
extinct, or fled west, a r ~ d  was absorbed in some other 
tribe, or became no~nadic. And, last, tha t  Illorgan's 
theory that the tnou~ld-builders were fro111 the pueblo 
Indians is witliout fo~u~dat ion .  

Tlie evidence on whicll these conclusiori- a1.e I~ased 
cannot be prese~itrd liere, but will be given ill the 
report on the mouiid explorations of the bureau of 
e thnolo~y for the gears 1852-85, now being prepared 
for pub~catioii. C r ~ u sTaohras. 

Abert's squirrel. 

That the credit of first publishing a drawi~rg of 
Abert's squirrel n ~ a y  bt? given to the proper prr*on, I 
beg, through you. tu call Dr. Sliufeldt's alteritio~l to 
the illustration of it that is contained in Sellate es- 
doc. No. 59, 32rl congress, 2d session, 18n3: "Re. 
port on tlie nat11r.al history of the courrtry passed 
over by the exploring espe~lition under tht: con~mand 
of Brevet Capt. L. Sitgreaves, U. S, topoqraphical 
engineers, cluring the year 18.51, by S. TV. TVootl-
house, I l .D. ,  surgeon and naturalist to the expedi- 
tion." 

Plate 6 is a fnll-length view of the arlin~al, and on 
pp. 63, 54, is a description in detail of this Sciuras. 

Xew Yol.];, J u n e  15. L. S. FOSTER. 


