
S C I E N C E .  


Some similar p l~ iase  mould be tlie best fornlnla 
for Cllailes ICingslcy's booli, now reprinter1 as  
one of Illaci~iiliaii's ' Globe lcacliiigb from 
standaicl authors.' T h e  st;\le i t  represents 
is not, t o  be  stlre, the olcl plain-(lealing man- 
ner of Mrs. J larcet  ancl he1 * C'oaversations 
about corillnoil things,' where Jollri and JJ7i1- 
liam cleinnrely put hard q l~es t io i~s ,and Mr. 
A. or Mr.  I:. seilately ansners  ; 'out it  i\ the 
ii~oclern, rollicking, galranized foil11 of the 
same thing, where tlie piectytor c:ills himself 
.I)addy,' mllele p ~ ~ p i l  adrlressed a sthe is 
313 dear cllilil ' on allnoit e le ry  page, and 

. J I y  pretty boy ' occasionally, jvlicrc tlie 
plain facts bout roclis or fi5iit.s mast be gar- 
nished wit11 all lnanner of mctaplior ancl rlietoiic, 
and ~cl iere  every chapter must nind up  n i t h  a 
ltigh-flo.iv11 r h j  tllmical passage cori~posecl of 
Itnskin-made-easy. T o  those who lilic that  
ior t  of booli, i t  m a j  be saicl, 1)orroniiig thi. 
~ v o r d s  of Prcsiclcnt Lincoln, that  ' this ic, just 
the sol t  of book they will lilce.' 13r1t Tve con-
fess onrselves iiot t o  be of that  opinion. 

Cnless we greatly mistalie, the  taste, even 
of cllilclrcn, has no^^^ changcd for the better. 
I t  is not non thought necessary l o  write clon~n 
to tlieni ; t o  pet them, so  t o  speali, in  printer's 
iiili- ; to  remincl tliein in  every other seilteilce 
of the fact they liiiow best, namelj , that  they 
are not gron n up. I t  lins been discovered that  
n~llat the! need is  merely the straightforward 
s i ~ n ~ l i c i t y  language ~rliicll  groR n peo-of even 
ple like bei t .  I t  is not necessary t o  talie 
every conimon fizct anil turn i t  viraciously into 
n inetaplior ; to  pe~sonify t n  o new iiltcimcdiate 
agencies in tlie universe uiltler the names of 

Xaclam IIom'  ant1 ' Lady Wli j  ,' and tllcn 
to  pro1 idc thein v i t h  t n o  g~:~nrlsons,  Anal j  -
sis ' and .SJntl~esis' (1). 158) ; all these per- 
soliiiicatioiis being, after all, so ineiYecLua1 
that  the author has to bring in at  last a liiglier 
c~ cative power (1). lo), cnllctl tile ' Jlaster , '  

Canon Kingsley's minil, nliicll was clashing, 
iinl)etuons, and ~ ~ l r n a j  s ready fbr too sweeping 
conclusions. T o  say, for iiist:uice, almost at 
the beginning, " I ne\ er saw a valley hon,erer 
deep, o r  a cliff' howevcr higli, which liad not 
bee11 scoopecl out by  mater " (1). 25) ; and t o  
reiterate again and again that  ' water, and 
nothing else,' has clone all these tlling3, with- 
ont a word of reference t o  volcanic action, o r  
upheaval. or snhsitlence, or lateral pressnre, -
is certxinlj- a very loose and nngnarcled 1 v y  of 
rviiting. Again : there is  the ~iiinor objection 
that  the  book, being prepared specifically for 
Eliglish childrei~, is very properly full of local 
references ancl illnstrations that  nil1 n~islead 
and l ~ e r p l e s  jonng  Americans, jnst a s  the 
older men among LIS u ~ dt o  be perplesed im 
childhood by t r j  ing t o  identify tlie l)iri(s ancl 
plants around 11s nit11 tile very different species 
clescrihrd in  the Engl i s l~  manunls. Man;\ of 
the autlioi's rnost iniportnlit i l lust int io~~q of the 
ihrmatioil of irlountuins and T allcys, for in- 
stance, are drawn from tlic f ~ a t i i i e s  of those 
miniature cnfions on the Euyli-'1 toast  -i11 
the Isle of JYigIlt, for iiist:iilce - 1,non n as  
' ellines ' (pp. 18-23). But  n llat American 
child linows, or how many ALme~.ican teachers, 
indeeil, l a o w ,  what a ' cliine ' is ? Tlic word 
cloes not e~ en appear in  llTorcester's Diction-
ary,' except a i  l i~eaning a piece oS an aniinal, 
or part of a vessel. 

A dlONOGRAI'H OF i3RITISH I~OSiSIL 

BRA CHIOPODA.  


\ \ T r r ~ ~tlie present al)peiidis (vol. r. part  
iii.) a. i n o ~ ~ u m e n t a lwork has been h r o u s l ~ t  t o  
n close. 'I'lie labors of 'l'lioinas Daviclson, 
F.R.S., necd no introtluctioii t o  paleontologists 
of any part of tile worltl. 'P'l~e quict clistribu- 
tion of  tlie conclucliag fascicrlli of the ' I i r i t is l~ 
fossil I%r:~ciiiopoda ' s l i o ~ ~ l d  to~\ho111the1  all obey, and the refelelice to  ~ ~ l ~ o n i  iiot be allowecl 

ilialies this lnborecl 1 x 1 ~tliology \-cry superfloons. 
This  is  the head niid front of our ol~jection to 
the book, - that  it  is not t r a l  scientific, he- 
cnuse i t  is not simple. I t  tends to  iml~a i r ,  not 
to  foster, the  spontaneous love that  chilclreii 
linve for the fascinating truths of out-door 
n:tture : i t  is an at teni l~t  to  inake santlvricl~cs 
\\it11 sngar-plnms, and to A a ~ o r  biexcl and 
cheese n it11 vanilla. 

This  fiindan~ent:~l defect pointetl ont,  i t  illust 
iindoubtedly he admitted that  this little hook 
vontains a great deal of valuable ancl intercst- 
lug l~nonlcclge colivcgerl often in an e ~ c c e d i n g -  
1y graphic way. Evcii liere, however, tlicre are 
two clra~vb:~clis. One lies in the character of 

pass ~vi thoat  notice. 
T l~ i r t -  years ha\ e passed since tlie pnblication 

of tlle genclnl introduction to the first olunle 
of this inoi iog~apl~.  Coii ic idcnt l~ with, ancl 
1:lrgely iiitluceil by. its progress, a vast amount 
of ~ ~ r e c i s e  has been anclliiiowlcdge acqnircd 
lllacle public, ill regartl to all that  relates to  
the history and distribution of the brachiol~ocls. 
Indeed, our linowledge of them, in any suf- 
ficient sense, inay he alrnost said t o  clate t'roin 
abont the time when tlie learned autllor began 
11is labors ; and the earliest knon-n reference 
to thcrn in any printed worli dates only from 
1606. The  present apl)enclis closes a series 
of researches, begun just lialf a century ago, 
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on  the brachiopods of tlie British islancls. 
During that  period, Afr. Da\ idsoa has not 
only prepared the t e s t  of his monograph, nnd 
n~uil~eronscollateral and frequently very im-
portant papers on the general subject, but has 
drawn with his own hand more than two tliou- 
sand admirable x ~ l d  artistic plates by R hicll 
that t e s t  has been il1nstr:lted and adorned. 
Seldoin has fortune equil~ped more conipletcly 
a student for his life-work than in the present 
case, when more than ordinary artistic talent, 
a liberal education, independent means, were 
joined to ui~snlpassed devotion in the pursuit 
of knowledge, arlcl impartiality in the recogni- 
tion of the labors of others in  tlie same field. 

The  steady stream of information inilncecl 
hy the publication of successive parts of t11e 
monograph has necessitated supplement after 
supl~lement. T h e  present and concluding part  
not 0111y colltains such material, but a catalocue 

?of, and index to, the British genera and specles, 
bihliogrxl~liical allcl stratigrapliical, and,  more 
i n ~ l ~ o r t a n tthan either for the general biologist, 
a summary of progress in  oor linolvledge of 
the class u p  t o  the prcsent time. Thisincludes 
notices, untler separate heads, of the test,  the 
embryology. the nffinities, the adult anatomy, 
habitat, and rangcs in depth, of recent species, 
chniacters of tlte fossil genera, and classification 
discussed by families. Ful l  sllace is allotted 
t o  the adrocates of coiltencling theories : Iio-
\ -a lc~slii's 1-a1uxi)le pal)er on  t l ~ e  embryology 
is gireii  in flu11 abstiact,  mith excellent figores ; 
7-aiious s~lggeated pedigrees are quotecl ; the 
kjrilliznt riie.  aild slow bnt co~itinuous decn- 
(leiice, of the .nor111 theory,' is related, with 
geneions recognition of the sagacity of Xorse  
in the detection of nltinities to  which tlie tlleil 
iinpeifect kilon ledge of the lnolluscnn pedigree, 
and liis re~iiarlc:lb!e rese:~rches into the early 
stages of Terebrntulinn and Lingaln, lent a 
plnn>rhle. but,  as  it has since proved, n one-
si~lctlinterpretation. The  gcilernl concln5ion 
is icnchecl, that,  however great  the probability 
of contianons descent. Ivith modific:~tion, as  a n  
esplnnat ioi~of the variol~s fo~l i lsof ljrnclliopoils 
non oi previously existing, the paleoatological 
rccoid presents many facts inexplicable b\ . or  
el-en opposecl to ,  this theoly ; ~vhileof nnt l~inl  
selection there seems t o  be ab.olnte1~ 110~ i s i b l e  
tmce.  The nrmlher of British forms ~vllich, 
a t  the c~omiiieiicemcnt of the molk, nuinberet1 
I:i genera. niid 454 partly in\ :did sl)ecies, has 
lion espantlccl to  74 geilera, mld 976 slsccies 
aiid mieties, to  11-11ich eT en 1101v ncce~sioiis 
contiiiue to Le n~:liie. 

I n  taking 1e:tle of his tasli, so  n.ortliil~ per- 

the author, i n  spite of certain infirmities, does 
not relinquish his studies, but  is now engaged 
on a monograph of the r e c e ~ ~ t  species, which i t  
is  to be hoped he m a r  be spared to complete 
t o  his own satisfaction and the undoubteci 
benefit of science. JJr. 11. 13.41.1,. 

NOTES AND N E W S .  

-THE prize of 500 francs, foulided by Augus t i~~-  
Pyrarnus de Candolie, llns been awartied to Professor 
Plancliorl, professor of botany nt RIo~itpellier, for his 
memoir on  the Ampelidees. 

-A geographical society has been estahlislied at  
Rio de Janeiro, nnder the presiclency of Visco~uit cle 
Paranagud, with Garon Teffi arid Srfioi Henriclues. 
vice-presidents; Carlos Nont6ro and Pereira Cornjn, 
secretaries. 
-According to  the Oeste~~~~eic?iisclte~no~tatssclir[tY 

fiir den o~ielzt? the preference shown in England ancl 
her colonies for Indian teas is cansing considerable 
anxiety among the native and European tea-establisll- 
rnents of China. Calcutta alone sent to England, in 
the past year, 62,773,187 pounds, against 58,830.47i3 ill 
1S83>and 51,579,740 in 1882; while the A ~ ~ s t r a l i a ~ i  
and S e w  Zenlaiid markets receir-ed, in 1SS4, 1,029.- 
463 pounds, against 6'36,479 in 1883. To be sure, this 
figure sllo~vs a great falling-off from 188% ; yet a t  
present a preference is rna~~ifested in Australia for 
India11 teas, v\.Bich, lilce tliose of Ceylon, ~vllose pro- 
duction probably has a similar future, far silrpass it1 
quality the ar-erage teas of China. Also tlie success 
of Nat:~l, ill the production of tea, warrants the 
assmnption tliat South Africa will soor1 enter the 
ma~,lret. Tlie total esport of Foocl~ow, tlie greatest 
tea-depot of China., nnlountetl, in the last senson, to  
77,631,997 poi~nds,  against 81,100,875 for t,lie si\.mc 
time last year. In  HanBow, Canton, Shanghai, nrld 
Mncno the s:trne proportion is seen. The frilling-olf ill 
tlie export of all Chirla against the past year amon~~t . :  
to abont ten nill lion pounds, and may be nscribetl to 
the redl~ction i11 quality of the Chinese teas. How 
far this decrease nlay have been due to tile Fre1ic11 
operations cannot be told. 

-Another party for the scientific exploration of 

Greenland is being organized by tile a~tt l~orit ics nl 

Copenhngen. I t  nrill be co~nnlnniled by tile naval 

lieuteliallt, J. A .  D. Jensen, assisteil by Lieut. C. H. 

12yclell. 


- In  n reccnt isi it to 1:nssian Lapland, Itabot vis- 

ited the vnlleys of Pnsvig and T;~ioin arid Lake Enarn. 

The entire country is all iiillllen~e forest, dotted wit11 

lakes a~!cl pools, and cut by rapid streams. The lal- 

ter, t,hougli very iliificult c!f xiavigrttion, form the sole 

roads of tile country. Tile Pasvig, for inqtance, ill 

it- cour:e, forms more tlian thirty cascailes and rap- 

ids. L;~l;cE~lnra ,from xvhich it f lo \~s ,  is a11 interiol 

sea, tlot,tetl ~ ~ i t l i  of
tllousands islets corered with 

niag:iificellt pines. Tlie cli~nzte is very rigorous; the 

short snuiriier is, however, quite hot, b11t in Angust 


formed anil to be coiitinucd by j o r l ~ ~ g e i  frosts are I I V ~unlirio\v~i. Tlie country aron~id Lalre l~n i~ t l s .  


