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a differently sclcctecl group. I t  is of twenty- 
six mcmbcrs of thc corps of the Northern 
transcontinental survey, -an organization of 
which I hacl charge, and the object of whicli 
was an cconomic survey of the north-western 
tcrritorics. I t  mas a corps of men carefully 
selcctecl as thoroughly trained in their respec- 
tive clcpartmcnts of appliecl geology, topog- 
raphy, and chemistry, ancl having the phj sique 
ancl cncrgy, as me11 as intelligence, needed 
lo csecute such a task in face of many ob- 
stacles. Thc average age of this group mas 

munity at  large. Thcrc is, howevcr, a tcndeacy 
in the opposite direction, which may bc opera- 
tive to a limiteel cxtcnt, h pcl'son who has 
reason to suspcct his viability mill have a 
strongcr motive to get insured than onc wl~o  
docs not. Thcrc is, however, no evidencc that 
this cause has resultccl in thc lowering of the 
stanclarcl among the insurccl generally. 

One result of tlic sclectio~l esercisecl by the 
company is obvious, and has frcquently been 
poiiitecl out by writers on the subject. Out of 
the class of men with good constitutions, the 

thirty ycars. R ips&EL PC~IPELT,Y.comysany sclects only those who are, for thc 

LIi'OR 7'LlLITY EXPERIENCE OF TIIE 
CONATECTICUT ilIUII'UtlL LIFE-IN-
SURANCE COMPANY. 

TIIERII:is a 110puIar supcrstition, allnost uni- 
vc~sal  among our transatlantic cousins, and 
niclely spread in our own country, that iimcr- 
icails are shortening their d a ~ s  by harcl worli, 
ancl inattcntion to the l a m  of hcdthy l i~ i i ig .  
Oar rcaclers may rcincinbcr, that, when Mr. 
Herbert Spencer first arrivecl in this country, 
lie immediately began lecturing us on tliis sub- 
ject. No surer test of tliis question can be 
founcl than that of mortality stntistics, becausc 
tliose ~1110 insure their lives belong princi- 
pally to the very class, who, according to the 
superstition, are most aclivcly engaged in their 
own estermination. The tables recently pub- 
lished under the above title are therefore of 
great interest. The f i~l i~ess  of detail, ancl rari- 
ety of form, in mhich the results are presented, 
facilitate their discussion. I t  therefore seems 
worth while to point out the most interesting 
results obtainecl. The fact thus brought out 
is, that at the very agcs when mortality from 
over-work shoulcl most powerfully show itself, 
namely, from thirty to sixty, the American 
iilortality is more than one-third less than the 
English, as shown by tlie combined experience 
table, and is constantly dimiaisliing. 

There are, however, reasons why we should 
not expect the death-rate shown by the espe- 
rience of a life-inwraiice company to coincide 
with tlic rate amongst the community at  large. 
Insured l i ~ e s  are not taken at  random frorii the 
community, but form a select body. Only a 
limited class possess tlie foresight and interest 
in the future whicli wonlcl induce them to in- 
snre their lives. Out of that limited class, the 
insu~ance company selects only those wliose 
viability is free from serious doubt. This 
qelection, of course, tencls to result in the in- 
sured class having better lives than the com-

time being, in goocl health. MTith tliose who 
are going to clic, syinptoms of disease f're-
quently appear WCCBS, iiiolltlis, or even years 
before actual dcatll. The probability of a 
healthy person dying mithin thc year follo~ving 
his esan~ination by the life-insurance company 
is therefore less than tlie ljrobability that he 
will die in tlic second year ; and this, again, is 
still less tlian the probabilitx that lie will die in 
tlie thircl ycar. I t  has commonly been sup- 
posetl that three years mould hare to elapse 
after the examination, before tlic probability 
reached its normal point. It is remarkable 
that the table now before us exhibits this effect 
in a much smaller clegree than usual. The 
cleatli-rate cluring thc first two years of insur- 
ance is less by perhal~s tcil pcr cent than the 
general rate at all ages. Duriiig the thircl 
Fear it is actually less than dnring tlic second. 
Insteael of attaining its inaximum at the encl of 
the tliird year, it continnes to increase, ancl i t  
ilocs not reacli the regular curve until the sixth 
year. I t  would seem that while t115 company 
gains a certain advantage during the first fivc 
years, th~ough its privilege of selection, that 
advantage is far less during the first year than 
wonlcl have been supposccl, and far less tlian 
common cxpcrience has hitherto shown it to be. 

Another reiilarl~ablc rcsnlt, which wc wish 
had been esplained more f ~ i l l ~ ,  is thc estraor- 
dinary death-rate among tlie younger class. 
This is inore strongly shown among natives of 
the ui~ited States than among the insured at  
large. From the age of twenty-one to ninety, 
tlie death-rate follo~vs the table of mortality 
very closely, but is uniformly from fifteen to 
twenty per-cent less than tlie tabular rate. 
But among native Americans, between the ages 
of seven and twenty, the rate is forty per cent 
greater than that given by the American table. 
The actual number of those who died was forty- 
seven, while the table gives only thirty-three 
deaths. The case is re~iderecl yet more strik-
ing by the consideration that the mortality of 
tlie American table at  t l 1 ~  early ages is greater 
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tliaii that of tlie combined experience table of 
the English companies. Above the age of 
thirty, tile American mortality is deciiledly less 
than the English, while at  tllc earlier ages it is 
greater. The American talrlc slioms a maxi-
mnni of advantage over the Englisli experience 
about the age of fifty. The ileatlis at  this age 
are t~bout one in srvcnty-three by tile American 
tablc, while the Englisli table giies oiie cleat11 
in sixty at  this age. The rxpcrieiicc before us 
greally increases this discrel~ancy on the t v o  
sides of tlie Atlantic, At tlic age of fifty, the 
Connecticnt coin~any has only oiie cleat11 in 
ninety-three, g gain st the numbers just stated for 
the English and Aniericaii tables respecti\ cly. 
Perhttps the case is seen in the s t ro~~ges t  light 
by remxrkiag that the actual mortality a t  the 
ages from thirteen to tmcnty lias been apprecia- 
bly tlie same as a t  tile ages from forty-six to 
fifty. TVliether this extraorclinary niortality 
is due to some specixl cause, is not clearly 
stated. If  the lives ~ ~ h i c h  have been acceptecl 
by the coinpany are representatire ones of 
tlieir class, it mould seem tliat xonng Ameri- 
cans are subject to some extraordinary liabil- 
ity to death. 

The insured are clirided illto forty-nine 
classes of ocenpations. I t  -rill perhaps sad- 
den the reader to learn that travelling-agents, 
among whom book-agents are undoubtedly 
classed, seein to hare tlie greatest viability of 
all. Taking them and lumber-men together, 
the death-rate is less than half that given by 
tlie tables. Dentists come thircl, and meet 
with the same fortunes as professors and 
teachers: for both classes the mortality is sis- 
tenths that of the tables. How little Inere 
occnpation has to clo with viability, is shown 
by tlie fact, that, while bankers and capital- 
ists suffer one-fourth less, brokers, speculators, 
and operators suffer twelve per cent more 
than the tabular mortality. Oflicers of tlie 
navy, and of ocean aiill sailing vessels, have 
suffered the greatest comparative mortality of 
,211, haying diecl t-rice as fast as the general 
average of tile insurccl. This is no doubt 
to be attributed to the civil war, which oc-
curred during tlle time covcret-l by the experi- 
ence. Taking out this c:tsc as esception:tl, 
the greatest mortality of all T T O L I ~ C ~be founcl 
amongst liquor refiners and dealers, bnr-lieep- 
ers, lancllords, etc. This is quite in accord 
with generttl experience. 

I t  is ~nnch to be desired that the mortality 
statistics of the census should be placecl on a 
better basis. I f  the census oilice were to be 
made a permanent one, we inight expect s11c1i 
a result to be attainable. S. Ib'ewco>~r:. 

ALIIERICAlV F L A S H  LANGUAGE 1N 1798. 

TIIEcant or flash laugunge, or thieves' jar- 
gon, was scarcely lrno-rn, even 1)y name, in the 
Unitecl States, until attention was dra-rn to it 
some forty years ago by the publication of Ains- 
worth's ' ' and ' JaclsROO~<\VOOL~ Shepparcl,' 
followed by I)ickeas's ' Oliver Twist.' Even 
then it n as regarded as a purely English prod- 
uct ; and it was not until 1559 that Mr. G. T i T .  
Ifatsell. chief of police in New-170rk City, pub- 
lisliecl a little nork upon this tlialect, sho~~i r ig  
that it hacl been to some exteilt transplanted 
to this side of the Atlantic. 1 ~ u n  not amnre 
that any mention lias ever been nlacle of tlie 
fact tliat therc exists a full glossary of this 
thieves' jargon, as spoke11 nearly a century 
ago at  the Castle in Boston harbor (now Fort 
Iaclepeilclence), mliicll was used down to the 
year 1735 ns a state penitentiary. Tlie reason 
for tliis neglect lies, no doubt, in the fact tliat 
the book in which tliis glossary is g i ~  -'Tlieen 
life and adventures of Henry Tufts ' ( D o ~ e r ,  
N.II., 1807) -is an esceeclingly rare one, 
having been, it is said, suppressed by the au- 
thor's sons. I t  is not to be founcl in any pub- 
lic library in Canibridge or Boston ; and the only 
copy I have ever seen qras piclred up  by myself 
a t  an old book-store, many years since, and was 
presentecl to the IVorcester, >Sass., city library. 
I n  a paper to be published elsewhere, I have 
given some account of tliis singular book ; but 
this glossary of terms deserves a separate 
treatment as a contribution toward the history 
of the American speech. There is nothing 
more cnrious tliail the ritality of a class of 
n-ords never employecl in goocl society, and 
never admitted into any dictionary. While we 
all claim theoretically that vocabularies, and 
even academies, are necessary for the preserva- 
tion of a language, -re yet find in practice that 
tliese base-born brats, tliese chilclren of thieves 
ancl outcasts, have a ritality of their own. 
The profane or i~iclecent phrases which bogs 
hear at  school, and which they repeat with 
bated breath if at  all -these same words were 
heard at  scliool by tlieir grandfathers, and 
hare led a hardy ancl disreputable existence 
ever s i ~ ~ c e  unchanged, and ; yet they remain 
tiine has not, ns Sir Charles Pomancler said 
of his broken statues, ' impairccl their inclcli- 
cacy.' Tcfts's list does not, for a moncler, 
stray illto tlie cloinain of impiopriety, tlioi~gh 
tlie rest of his book does ; but he givcs many 
n~orcls that can bc traced tliroi~gll other similar 
tlictionaiies, many that occur 111 liis glossary 
alone, and others that are i l o ~ ~ ~  famili:tr, and are 
cornmoaly snpposed to be rccent. 1 hare rek 


