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PIZOGRESS OF T H E  L I C K  OESER VATOIZY. 

SOJIETEIISG J ear ago, we reviemctl the lilic a 
policy and operations of tile Goard of trustees 
of X r .  James Lick's bequest of about four mil- 
lions of ~lollars for objects patriotic, charitable, 
and scientific, directing (111~ attention to thc 
conservative management of thc estate, shom- 
iag thc litter folly of tllc attaclis ml~ich hnvc 
fro111 time to time hcen macle upon their otficial 
actions. ancl giving tlie best of reasons why all 
intercstcil in the nclnlinistration of this trust 
shollld uphold. thc board in thc continuance of 
thc policy ~vhich they have secii fit to adopt. 
The cessation of these impolitic hostilitics is a 
matter of notc~vorthy significance, because of 
thc relations of the bequest to the Lick ob-
servatory, aucl tlic othcr scientific objects 
which 31r. Lick thought nrortll gaining. 

Tlic trustccs' first worli -the coastruction of 
tlic grcat obscrvntoi*y on the summit of 3Zouat 
IIanlilton -has becn l~rosccuted with snch vig- 
or cluring the past fire years, that its comple- 
tion at  n dcfinitc cpoch in the ncnr future 
appcars now to be a mnttcr of certainty. I t  
is only possible to say this becanse inforina- 
tion has just bccn rcccitccl horn thc glass-
inalicrs, 3Iessrs. Feil and AIautois of Paris, 
that all serious difficulty in making thc disk 
of cro~vn-glass for the great telescope has at  
last hccn surmounted, - a  dificulty n-hicli has 
alrcady tlelnyecl the bcginiiiilg of the opti-
cians' work nearly three years, and lias pcr- 
mitted the trustccs to advance the rcmaiiider 
of the observatory to :1 fi~lished state. Thc 
opticians now hope to be e~~ahleclto begin 
thcir labors upon this grcat object-glass by 
nest  August or September, and to complete 
their part of thc contract within two c a r s '  
time. This cncouraging condition of afihirs 
has been brorlght about largely by thc rcceilt 
action of the trustccs thcinsclvcs, ~vlio, clesir- 
ing to complctc as soon as possible their task 
of constructing and cq~~ipping thc observatory, 
and findi~lg that all furthcr progress was con- 
ditional upon getting the ncccssary disk of 
glass, clespatchetl a rcsponsiblc agent to the 
eastern states, ml~ere hc could bc in consulta- 

tion with promineilt astronomers, anti in ready 
conim~~nicationn itli f i r i s .  

Thc rcsults of this action havc bccn \.cr~-
satisfactory, and nill cnablc the trustees to 
slictcli the impo~tant o~ltlincs of thcir plans 
for future and final operations on the moun-
tain. Tlle fact that the glass is now to be ob- 
tained with rcsisonablc certainty, lias prepnrecl 
thc way for d~tcrininiag thc size of tlie dome 
nllich ill be rcquiretl to covcr the telescope 
mhen filially moantccl. This building is alreaclj 
in process of erection, nilcl will consl1nie all the 
attention of the sl~perinlcaclent of construction 
for thc ilcst tmo seasons. The clomc will hare 
an interior clinnleter of seventy-three feet ; and 
the telcscopc itself, whose cxact lcngth cannot 
yct be defined within narrow limits, nill proba- 
bly bc fully sixty feet long, mliilc, with the 
inonstcr spcctroscopc attached, it may reach a 
length of ncarly scvcnty fcet from cncl to cncl. 

Aside from this important end of secur-
ing thc clata necessary to avoid tlic entire 
cessation of moil< r~poii J I o ~ ~ i l t  lTamilton this 

suinincr, tlic ugciit of tl-ic trustees has also 

personally insl~ectccl the ~nountings of thc 

great do~ncs at Chnrlottcsrille. J17asliington, 

and I'rinccton, including tile cmalier ones at  

1Ixrv:u (1, hrnliei s t .  Coliunbia, ailcl othcr col- 

lcgcs ; :incl, on his rctrlrn to S:iu Finncisco, he 

mill ~ c p o r t  to tlie trostcw on tlie i i l fo r~~ i~  
Jt '  lon 

11c has obtninccl, ant1 rccolnmcnd that plan 

for constructing aiiil ~not~i i t i i~g 
the great dome 
~vliich appcnrs lilicly to iasmc in cl-cry \\ay 
the hest resulls. Ally competent person ml~o 
mill take the trouble to consider thc problem 
of builcliag this cloinc from an astro~iolnicnl 
and engiaccring point of view, mill readily 
appreciate thc ~iature of tlic obstacles to be 
ovcrcome ; hot thc eininciltly satisfactory ar-
rangements clcvisccl, aucl already put into suc- 
cessfill opci ation at  this mo~untain observatory, 
will go a great way towarc1 inspiring conficlenec 
in mhaterer form of tloinc thc trustccs fillally 
decidc to aclopt. 111 an carlg issue, we s11all 
place before our readers an account of thc 
Licli obscrvator~ and its work, together wit11 
a fully illustrated description of the site. l~i~ilti- 
ings, and instrnincnts. 


