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-~I:TEII. having laboriously waclcd through 
half :l dozen of the poi~clerous toincs with 
wl~ich 1<11glisli ~ ~ ' R T . ~ ~ I C I ' S - - ~ L I ~ ~  Ainericail too, 
for that matter -consc,icntiouslj. afliict 111an- 
Bincl, it is really a 1)lt~asure to take ul)  t l ~ i i  
light, and n e  fear cphcmcral, narra t i~e  of' 
the exploits of Mr. Orsolle. To be surc, 
Lliere are f e \ ~  clntes ailcl no statistics in the 
volume. IScitlier are tlicre any pictures, not 
even a portrail of tlie author. There is a 
iilap, hut as it vas  e~ideiltly cliav~n to illus-
trate a coiiclition of affai~ 5 considciably ante- 
rior to our author's journc-, ailcl as no attempt 
seems to have becii made to atlapt it to the 
book it accoinpanics, it is of little nsr ; nc\-
ertheless, it is a good i i~ :~p ,  in its way, antl, 
a f'cw ycai3s ago, inight ha\ c I)ceii regarcled 
with a inoie faiornble eye. 

It was in July, 1882, that Orsolle said gootl- 
by to his inotlier, and made the best of his 
nay to the ' gare du nord.' where his t rm-
ell~ng cornpanion, 11. Acl. Nihlcin joined liirn. 
Tlience by Cr:~cow. Odessa, and Sebastopol, 
he proccetlecl to Poti, nhelc he arrirecl on the 
I-ith of Anqast. From l'oti, at that tiine tlie 
I>lack-Sea terminus of the Caucasus railway, 
he journe> ctl to Tiflii. His description of the 
latter place occnl?ies a tlozen pages, anrl will 
well r e p q  a. cursory lwrusal. A t  'ritlis he left 
the railroad. ancl tra\ elletl in the manner of tlie 
country, ~vhicli llc fonnd ii111cll more agreeable 
than dicl O'I>ono\an, to Iials, the ruins of 
the ancient taity of Ani, of which a plan is 
g i ~ e n ,  ailcl 1Srivaii. Theilcc. by a rootc not 
to be tracctl on tlie ' Carte pour le voyage 
clc 31. Orsolle.' he I'ouild tiii way to the Tiflis- 
Baku railnaj ,  and erentunlly to the Caspian 
itself. 

There are many descriptions of Caliu in the 
books. bnt iioile so interesting as this. 34. 
O~xolle does not tell us how inany gallons of 
oil are iefiiled per h o ~ ~ r ,  does lie go into nor 
thc details of the use of the refwe products 
of that distillatioi~ on the Caspian steamers. 
IIe g i ~  es no infoinlntion on such points ; but 
he does tell us hat I h k u  i; like, wllo its den- 
izens are, ancl how tiley eat. ilriiil;, l ) la~-,  batlie, 
and exist. Wc say exist, because, judging 
fi-om this description, it is :L barc existence that 
tlic B ~ l i u n i a ~ ~ s  in tlicir naphtha-soakecl leatl 
to\\11, rhich.  11c s v s ,  is tlestinccl to l~ecome tile 
l\larseilles ut  the C'aspian. 

The rclilaincler of tlie book is clevoiecl to 
Teheran and north-weste~n Persia, and pos- 
sesses no especial interest at  tlie preeent time. 

7,e Cr~zicnser t  l a  Ihrce. Par E. Or,so~r,e. I'ariq, I'lm, IS85. 

NOTES A N D  NGPVS. 

TIIE following is a complete list of the papers read 
at  the meeting of the National academy of sciences, 
April 21-24:-J. S. Billings and Dr. &Iatthems, U.S.A., 
;\letl~ods of n~easur i~ig  the cubic capacity of crania; 
S. H. Scndtler, IVingecl insects from a paleontological 
point of view; A .  S. Pacliard, The Syncarida, a hith- 
erto undescribed group of extinct ~nalacostracous 
Crustacea, The Gampsonycliidae, an unclescribed 
farnily of fossil scllizopod Crustacea, The Anthra- 
caridae, a family of carbor~iferous macrilrous decapod 
Ci,ustacea, allied to the Eryonidae; Alexander Agas- 
siz, The coral reefs of the Sar~dwicli Islands, 'l'he ori-
gin of the fauna ancl flora of the Saliclwicli Islands; 
T. Sterry Hunt, The classification of 11atkir:ll silicates; 
Elias Loomis, 'I'he cause of the progressive move-
inelit of areas of low pressure; C. B. Cornstocli, 
The ratio of tlie rnetre to the yard; C:. IT. F. Peters, 
An accoulit of certain stars observetl 11pFianisteed, 
supposed to have disappearecl: .J. E:. I-Iilga~.il an11 
A. Li~~denlrohl,?'lie subniarine geology of tlie ap- 
proaches to New Pork ;  Tlleodore Gill, Tlle orders of 
fishes; J. W. Powell, The organization of the tribe; 
(:. W. Hill, On certain lunar inequalities rlne to tllc 
action of Jupiter, and discovered by Mr. E. Xeisom, 
13. D. Cope, The pretertiary Vertebrata of Crazil, 
The phylogeny of the placental AIan~malia; C. A. 
Young, Some recent observatio~ls upon tlie rotation 
and surface-markings of Jupiter ; H. A. RowIalld. 
On the value of the ohrn; P. A. (renth arid Ge1.1iaid 
vorn Eatli, On the vanadium nlinerals -vanadinite. 
endlicliite, and descloizite - and on iotlyrite, frorri 
the Sierra Grancle Mine, Lalie Valley, N. Mes. ; A. S.  
Skinner (by ir~vitation), On tlie total solar eclipse of 
Aug. 25, 1886; Theodore Gill arid Jollrl A. Ryder, 
The evolution arid homologies of the flulies of cota-
cearis and sireniar~s; I ra  liemsen, Chemical action 
in a magnetic field; A. Gral~arn Bell, The n1easill.c:- 
lnent of hearing-power; A. Gril11;~nl Bcll and F. Della 
Torre, 0 1 1  the possibility of obt:rining echoes frank 
ships ant1 icebergs in a fog. The follon~ing biographi- 
cal lot ices of deceased niembers were also presented : 
of Dr. J. J. T'oodward, IJ.S.A., by J. S. Billings; of 
Gen. A. A. I-inmphreys, U.S.A., by IT. L. Abbot; and 
of TViilia~n Stin~pson, by Theodore (+ill. 

-At a recent meeting of t , l~e  Uavariar~ geograpli- 
icul society, Professor R~itzel comniullicated somc 
1)i~r~ticulars aconcerrli~~g ?nap wliicli lie is tlesigrlilig 
to show t,l~cpolitical circu~nstances of Africa; t.lle 
actual limits of the various states, native and other, 
l~e ing defined according to the extent of tlie territo- 
ries actnwlly pojsessetl by cncl~. Tlie niap will show 
several ' centres ' of st,atc! for,rn;~tion. The whole of 
the continent is, Iiowever, far fro111 being divided 
arrio~lgst t,he esistir~g tribes, a?  there are 11ii111y dis-
tricts mllicll do not beloll: to,nr~yof them. Tlie es- 
isting nal.ive state-. s ~ ~ c l i  the Sundarnoreovel', as 
and tlie Zulu l i i ~ ~ g t l o ~ n ~ ,  are of rarying importance, 
and subject to very differer~t systems. The native 
states, it is assertell, rest mainly on the boundztry be- 
tween tlle Saliara and the S~ulan,  the liigli p1;~tearz 
of east Africa, ar~cl the Guinea coast. The 1.e1r1ai11- 


