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order of the emir, wlio sent worcl that  lie woultl 
he 11al311y to receive them. Tlie clay following 
the frieticlly reception, the Russian ambassaclor 
esaminecl the prespnts sent  by the governor- 
general of T t ~ r l i e s t a ~ ito be delivered t o  the 
chieftain, ant1 fonnd t o  his great  d i s m q  that  
they consisted of almost mortl~less things. 
According t o  the author, they were shabby to 
behold, and beyoncl the most iiiclalgent criti- 
cism. Gen.  Stolettoff', anxious to prevent the 
repr~tation of his country fkom being dam-
agetl by a frartdulent gorernor, selectecl three 
of his best l~orses  given liilli by the emir of 
Bokliara. I Ie  hat1 them provided with richlj 
or~lnmentecl Boliliarian saddles, wit11 l~rocacle 
blanliets, mld tlie officers clieerfully aclclerl 
their silver tea-set. most of their plate, some 
costly fire-arms, and various otlier valnnblc 
objects. Tlie emir graciously acceptecl these 
gifts, senc l i~~g  in return 11,000 rupees, wliicli. 
after some remonstrance, had to be acceptecl 
by the Rnssinns in orcler not to  offenel the 
princely donor. 

1)ltring their sojoorn a t  I iahal ,  tmo events of 
~mportoiicctook place. 'l'lie lieir to t l ~ c  throne 
of Afghanistnn died after an illness of only :r 
few days. I n  consequence thereof, tlie para- 
graph ~n the  projectecl Afgliano-Russian con-
~ e n t i o n ,  that  " the imperial Russian govern- 
ment recogilizes Ahdullah-1)slian a s  heir to 
the throne of Afgl~anistan," was changed as  
follows : ' .The liussinn government is  ready to 
recognize a s  heirs sucli persons as  iiiay be 
nominatecl by  Emir  Sliir-Ali-Iilian. " 

Sllortly afterwards the elvir received the 
unexpected message that  a n  Icnglish embassy 
was under wax t o  pay their respects t o  him, 
and that  he shoald receive them " accortling t o  
tlie usage of 11osl)itality becoming to a gooti 
neighbor of Indin." Tliis piece of news n.ns 
surprising, for two years lwevioos tlie emir 
had entirely f:~llcn out  \\-it11 the English. 
Uncler these conclitions, he col~ld \),v no means 
receivc tlie emhassy. Lilie n gootl diplo~iinte, 
lie useel tlie recent cleat11 of llis son a s  a pre- 
t e s t ,  and informed theill tliat lie wad in mourn- 
ing ; bat  to  n o  effect. The  1i:nglisli insisted 
upon being receivctl. After holding n con-
sultatioii wit11 the R ~ ~ s s i : ~ i i  sentgeneral, he 
them the only possible anslyer : lie ernpilatically 
clcclinccl to  rcceirc t l ien~.  

On tlic 11th of August,  Gen. Stolettoff, ac- 
conipanicd only by the nnthor ancl a number of 
Cossacks, sndc1ciil~- left Ii:~i)r~l.Twenty d a j s  
later,  they again reached Samarlinnd, after a n  
absence of almost fifteen months. Tlie rest of 
his stair had bsen directed to  rem:~in a t  IZabul 
to  awnit f~lrtlier orclers. 

TVe regret that  we can dwell no longer upon 
this interesting ant1 timely worli, but we hope 
tlirtt we shall soon have a n  opportunity of 
reviewing tlie second ~ o l r ~ m e ,  haswhich not 
reacher1 us. W e  wish the translator might 
h a r e  displayerl a little niore artistic taste. 
T h a t  he has performecl liis work with minute 
correctness, cannot Ile denied ; but his Ger-
mail stxle is 11y no ineans elegant. Sentences 
like tlie following, -- I c l ~  wollte j 'urchtba~ 
schlnfe)~, '  o r  ' Sie zuerclen sick xerschlagen ' 
(1). 137), -2emind us too vividly of the iclio~n 
usecl by Serior I'edro Carolino in liis ' Einglisli 
as  slie is spolie.' I t  is true that  he states in  
his preface that  lie liad a t t e n ~ p t r d  t o  render 
liis translation as  correct a s  possible ; but  we 
are far from even admiring the language of his 
introdnction. 'r17e are, however, indebted t o  
him fbr a 1)etter tr:~ck-map tIi:~n the one in the 
original, tliongh tlie ortliograpliy of the iiames 
in  the t e s t  does not alrrays agree with that  oil 
the map. 

TliE RUSSIANS AT THE G A m S  OF 
ZTE RA T. 

JSo higher complirncnt conld be paicl to  &lr.  
Marvin's little b o ~ k  than the fact,  that,  witliiii 
ten clays after it appearecl, i t  formccl the basis 
of leatling articles on the Afghan dispute in  
nearly all the principal papers in the cou~itry,  
and in most of them without any acknowledg- 
ment. Ko one but n mnn who liad lnatle a 
i i ~ o s t  c a r c f ~ ~ l  stncly of tlie subject could have 
conclensecl so  much, ancl sucli timely, infor- 
mation in such small space and on such sliort 
notice. T h e  preface bears the elate of March 
23 ; and tile booli gives the clearest possible 
insight into tlie progress of Russia's aclvance 
from tlic Cnspian during the last  fern years, 
tlic purl?ose aacl aim of lier movements, tlie 
origin of the boundnry dispute, ant1 its cori- 
clitlo~i on the date  nained. JVith the aid of 
this book, tlie te legrn~ns in the tlaily papers 
hecorne clear and intelligible, ancl ally one cml 
follow t l ~ c  tlcvelopment ctf e jcn t s  hereafter 
wit11 a clear understanding of tliein. 

1\11.. Marvin has l~assctl a consiclerahlc par t  
of his life zrmonp the Itnssians, and under-
stands their l a n g ~ ~ n g e .  lJrliile lie is  natara1l~- 
alarmecl a t  Russia's progress, a~icl o ~ ) ~ o s e ( l  t o  
licr i~itcntions, yct  he writes i n  a call11 :iutl 
moclcrnte tone. I Ie  always strives to  be jast ,  
n ~ i dcollies a s  near I~e ing  so  as  is  possible wll(l11 
one is a par ty to a controversy. I n  his iii t t~i- 
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course with the Rlissia~is during the last fivc 
ycalss, he has  gained a clear conccptio~l of 
what is tlie real object of Ilnssia's aclvaacc 
across central Asia, 2nd he is the first to  c s -
plain it  i11 tile English laaguage. I t  call be 
s~uinmcd up i ~ i  the pllrase of (;en. Sko'r)elcff: 

' L  Russia does not want Intlin, she ~ v a n t s  the  
Bosphorns." I t  is England that maintains 
t h c  Turli oil the Sos l~horus ,  a11d prerents  
llossia fiom taking it  : l~erice Itnssia seclrs n 
posilion from which she call threaten liCngland 
mitli disaster, if she c o n t i ~ ~ u c s  licr ol)l~osition ; 
uncl this positioil is on the frontier of Inclia. 
'L'o suppose that  any bocly of llnssians has 
c r e r  se~ ious ly  contemplnted tlie conquest of 
Intlia, is  a mistalie ; but it  is  a. fact,  that  the 
g rea t  mass of tlie Ilussian army firmly bcl iews 
t h a t  1i:nglancl liolds Iuclia by :L feeble tenure, 
t h a t  a small fhrce of Ilussian trooljs coulcl 
cause an uprising ill India  mhicli mouicl ovcr-
throw the English ~ x l e ,  ailcl that,  when Russia 
possesses certain points on the Ir~cl ia~l  frontier 
from wl~icll i t  call i ~ ~ j a r e  the English, the latter 
q i l l  come to terms about the Bosl)horus. 
Thesc  ideas first began t o  sptencl in Russia 
af ter  the Crimeail \Tar, but they received a 
treinendotls accessiou in consequeilce of the 
action of Englalitl in 1878. Their chief' aclvo- 
ca te  was Skobeleff, who hacl taken part i n  
several of the campaiglls in central Asia, and 
was marvellouslj familiar mitli the Asiatic 
question in all i ts bearings. 

In  pursuing this advance to  the borders of 
India ,  Russia has actecl on two linrs : and X r .  
Marvin dwells a t  length ~ i p o n  this fact,  so  a s  
t o  avoid thc confusion wllicll vague 11otio11s of 
geog~.nplty have cansecl in I1:l1glancl. T h e  first 
line, which was follomccl from 1863 to 1876, 
va.; from Orenburg south-eastwarel across 
-rurliestau. This  ~ l l o v c r n c ~ ~ t  practically ceased 
with the conqrlest of liholia~ltl  or Ferghan?: '
a n d  the virlual sui?jugation of I3oltll:~ra lu 
1876. I t  gave I h s s i a  a teriitory about as  
large a s  France, Germany, and Austria corn-
billeel, atltletl solllething t o  her trade, and 
bro i~ght  her armies t o  the base of the lofty 
raoiultains in the easteru 1):~rt of Afgl~anistan,  
a n d  o111y 300 ~ililes from the north-west prov- 
inces of India .  

T h e  scco~id m o r e n ~ e ~ ~ t  began in 1879. I t s  
starting-point was tlie eastern shore of the 
Cas l~ ian  (about a tliousancl ~ r ~ i l c ssoutli of 
Orenburg) ,  whcrc llussia hael gainrtl a foot-
holcl ten ycars before. I t  has progrcssed. 
~ ~ f i t l i  rapidity, eastmard througl~ c s t r a o r t l i ~ ~ a r y  
Tt irk~ncnia, 01- thc country of the nomad 
T u t l i o ~ l ~ c n ,l j ing  l)ctmccn Periin antl the 
tlescrt on the 11ort11. I t  ~cachecl Merr ,  s i s  

hunclretl miles from the Casl~iau,  in  1884; 
and this 3 ear  it  mas nearing IIcrat ,  when the 
Ei~gl i sh  tooli alarm, and c~~tlearorecl  t o  fix x 
limit by marking the boundary of Afghanistan 
a s  the line which could not be crossecl except 
as  all act of war. 

These two movements have thci~cfore attailicd 
their full dc~rclopn~ent  ; and thc object of tlieln 
is accomplished, for R~iss ia  is now practically 
on the borders of India, rcady to strike a 
vigorous blow wl~encvcr  tlle moment seems 
propitious. She lias n line of railway :iild 
steamboat all the way from St. I'etersburg ancl 
i\loscow to a short clistance behind her advance 
post a t  P a ~ i j  J k h ;  ancl she can move half n 
million me11 against l Ie ra t  with far more ease 
ancl safety than she moved them illto Turkej- 
in 1877. A r ~ dfrom IIerat  there are no phgsi-
cal obstacles tp  prevent a mat-ch on  Inclia ; for, 
accorcling to Mr. I Iarvin,  one call drive n coacll 
ancl four all the  may. 

This  is  in  brief the situation of affairs to-clay, 
a s  cleliucated with the utmost lucidity in &I?. 
Marvin's e x c e l l e ~ ~ t  book. accuseslittle I-Ie 
Russia of bacl faith in  her movements : so h:~re 
France and other nations accnsed England 
in tlie p:~st, until ' perfitlioos Albion' has  come 
to be a by-word. Such accusations, and the 
arguments i n  support of them, count for little 
witli disinterested spectators. JJ'hat t h e ~tlc-
sire to  1i11o~v are accomplished facts, ancl it is 
in the presentation of these tha t  the merit of 
this book consists. Few people, even among 
those who h a r e  trietl to  follow this trans-
Caspian movement, 11ave realized what it  has 
already accomplished, ancl 11051- p reg~lan t  i t  is 
with great events for the near future. TTTliat 
mas scouted in parliament o111y four years ago 
a s  an idle tlrcam, is  to-clay a reality, a n  esis t -  
iug state of affairs. I t  finds the E~ig l i sh  un- 
preparetl, unclecidecl, bewildered, as  to  tlieir 
ploper course. I n  front of then] is  a nation 
which they h a r e  succeecled i n  c o ~ ~ v e r t i ~ l g  illto 
their inveterate enemy, patient,  crafty, tleter- 
mined, with a of its o ~ v n  clear onc le rs ta~~t l~ng  

intentions, and a n i l l i~~gr iess  
t o  malie any sac- 

rifices in support of tliem. I f  li;nglautl will 

agree with her about the 13osplior11s, Russin 

nil1 be a t  peace, :11lt1 even letire from central 

A s i a :  if not ,  a terrible war must ensue, not 

iiecessarily now, but in the near future, -a 

war in ~vhich all the aclra~ltages of 1)osition will 

be on the side of Ilossia. T h c  l~rohablc result 

of such a, war is a matter of the witlcst spccola- 

tion, and no onc can foretell it. It is enough 

IIO\T~to linom ancl urttlcrstantl tlie csistiilg statc 

of affairs, antl this Mr .  I l n r r i n  lins eilabletl 

LIS to do. 



