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from Ncrat. Tlic road from IIcrnt to  Bala 
J f ~ ~ r g h a bcrosses its npper waters. A t  some 
po i l~ tnear the coiiflncnce of the Murgli-Ab ancl 
the Rnsl~l; tlie Afglialls constructetl a srni~ll 
fort called .llr Tepe. The  X e r v  oasis, from 
just n i~o \  e Yulatan, strctclies a l o ~ ~ g  the Xulgh-  
6b f'or 11eariy s ix t j  iiiiles. I t s  117itlth is not 
far fio111 Tortx inilcs, and i t  ?nay bc said 
to  he onlj- 240 miles from Herat .  ,a tlctailcd 
and inteiesting description of tlle o ~ s i s ,  togcth-
cr rn~tll n cicar ])inn, is g i rea  in  the sccontl 
voluine of O'Donovan's ' iSIerr Oasis.' It is 
only necessitrj- to  say hcrc that  3Icrv is  tllc 
converging point of the cnr:wan iontes fro111 
I'ersin by 3I:tsh-had, to  lihiva. a t  t11c 1-101tllcrn 
end o f ' t l l ~  'I'urkomnn Stcppe, ant1 to  Bokhara 
and file countries l)e~.ont! the Oxus. 

EI)W\XI) C ' ~ r ~ a u r \ c .  

7'11E RACES OF CErV7'1L4L . lS lA .  

Ar ( ,ELLYIS~ANi s  inliabiteci by many diffeicnt 
tribes a n ~ l  laces, of whonl the Afghans are un- 
donl)tecllj tlic dominant race;  but the extent  
of their dominion a t  any  one time depencls 
more up011 the skill and energy of the Afghan 
chief or arnir for the time being, than i t  tloes 
upon any prescriptive right o r  tradition. Ta-
cleecl, t h a t ,  are living a t  the present moment, 
i n  the mornltninous clistricts, non-Afghan tribes 
which h:t~e never bcen subclued, lZi~cl the 
EIazarn rlnelling on the great  central plateau 
are only t~ihrl tary to  the ruler of l<abul when 
that  potent:xte is sufBciently strong a t  11oine t o  
spare soldiers to collect tlie tribute o r  taxes. 
There is  no settled government in the country. 
' h e  sunit's :~utliority is  respected only when 
he possesses means of co~npelling respect. 
Each  tlibc and cl~lil 1nan:rgei it*, own imruecli- 
a te  affair, illrough a council of tile elders, and 
in accorcl:l:~ce wit11 the irnnicmo~ial cus ton~s  of 
thc tribe. The  amir is rnerel~ 'I  dictator for 
life; aatl every a t t eml~t ,  in rcc.ent times. t o  
iiltrodoce a settled form of government or to  
establish n t l j~ las ty ,  llrts been a n  immediatp 
ancl compielr failure. I t  is this want of co-
hesion among thc Afghans tlie~nselves that  llns 
brought about the interference of the Enalisll 
in their ilomestic and foreign lelations. 'rile 
true Afghan tribes l i re  in the valleys between 
IZahul and l'esl~awnr, and Iiraloul ancl IZsnclahar. 
They  are a sturdy, daring people, and are  de- 
scribed a s  possessing a strong Jewish cast of 
couatenance. This  latter peculiarity has in- 
ducecl some learned ancl enthusiastic ethnolo- 
gists t o  declare that  they, like a11 other races 
whose origin is  nnlcnon.11, arc the descendnnts 

of the ten lost tl ibes of Israel. However this 
may be, they a t  one time extciidctl their rnle 
to the iouth of Peshawar, ailcl have been a 
constant thorn in  the flesh of the viceroy of 
h d i a  from the beginning of the ccntmy t o  tlie 
present daj-. 

T o  shorn the f luc tna t i~~g  na twc  of the A f g h a ~ ~  
dominion, let us briefly trace the history of the 
country from 184.' to the preseut year. In 
18-18 the I i ; ~ ~ g l i d ~  the attempt lonhnncio~~cd 
fol cc n ~ u l c ron the hfghails,  nnd ngain recog- 
n i~cc l  l los t  31uhammad as smir  of Kabul. 
Eight  years later, tha t  chieftain reconquerctl 
Ballih, then the niost i i n ~ o r t a a t  t o m  north 
of the I-Iinclu 1Lusli ; aild between 1830 and 
1860 he eutcndecl his rule o \ e r  t l ~ e  whole of 
Afghan Turliestnn, mid ledr~ced Unti:iicshan t o  
the co~lditioii of n tlibutnry province, h~ 
1855 11c took ICandahar, and thns establishctl 
his aut l~ori ty  in  the south. But  it  was not 
lintil 1863 that  lie captnred IIerat.  Then,  for 
the first time since the daxs of ' r i~nnr ,  there 
was one sul~rerne ruler in  tlic countrp. T w o  
weeks later he cliccl. I I is  son, hliir Ali, suc- 
ceeded him. But  there were many rivals in 
the field, among them Abclurrahman IChan, the 
present amir ; and Sliir Ali canilot be snit1 to  
have been the ~lnclisputed r ~ l l c r  of Afghanistan 
before 1868. 13s attention was then clirectecl 
to  persuacling the English. in return for vnlu- 
able concessions, to  gaarantee tlie nmirship to  
himself and his clesceuclants, and also t o  supply 
ilinl with funcls ~ v i t h  which t o  raise and ~ n a i ~ ~ t a i i l  
mi army in the face of the  ~ulpopularity his 
refo: ~ n s  were arousing in Afghn~listan. I11 this 
he n 21s only l~artially snccessfi~l ; nncl in 1 ' 7 ' 7 8  

he tru.rlec1 to the IZ~~ssians.  Gen.  KtolietoB' 
v n s  received a t  1Znbul ns ainb:lssador, ancl 
(>en. Gloclekoft' a s  cscolted through A f g l ~ a ~ i  
T~ulcestau t o  ETf~er:rt, n hile the Ellgllsli envoy 
nras not e \ ~ l i  :tllonetl to  coross tiic frontier. 
JiTar f o l l o ~ ~ e t l  ; nncl ill :L few inonthu Sllir Ali 
(lied a fugitive :it 3Iaz:rr-i-S2iarifS. IIiy sec-
ond son. Yali~th Khan ,  v a s  recognizecl by the 
English a s  anlir ; and,  nyon liis signing the 
treaty of Gnn~1am:~li in  1879, the English erac-  
uatecl the conntrr.  By this treaty tlie foreign 
relations of iLfglianistan were placed under the 
control of the English, who were to he a l lo~~red  
to sent1 a resident ' t o  Kabul. Shortly aftei- 
liis a r r i ~al,  J la jor  C'aragnari, the ' resiclent,' 
was ~nurclered. The  English again invaded 
tlie coontr j ,  tleposed Taicuh Khan, and recog- 
nizecl his cousia, Ahclorrahmaa IZIlan, for many 
years a n  exile in Bokhara and Samarkand, a s  
amir. Icabul was evacaated in 1880, and 
ILandaliar in 1881. I n  1883 the new ainir 
d r o ~ e  Ayub Khan ,  aaother sol1 of Sbir Ali,  
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out of Herat, and becaine sole ruler of Af- 
gllanistan. 

North of the IIinclu I<ush, and between that 
range, the OXLIS Itirer, and the 'I'nrliornan 
Stel)pe, are sitriatetl Badaltslian ancl Afghan 
Turkestan, as the provinces of K~mdnz,  
IChulm, B~ l l ih ,  Sir-i-pnl, Shibirlihan, Ancllih~li, 
and 3Iaimana are con~eniently calleil iiom-
:days. The g!eat inass of tlie population 
belongs to the I s b e g  race, who are of the same 
'l'arlii stocli as the Usbeg inhabi~ants of Ibus-
siail Turkestan. The best account of this part 
of' tlie wor1~1, in recent times, is - (>en. Grode- 
k o P s  ride from Samarliaiid to Herat,' trans- 
lated from the liussian by the indefatigable 
Cllarles Alar~ in. 

Beforc 1872, B:~l1<11, near the ruins of tllc 
ancient Eactrn, mas the capital of -ifghan Tur-
I<estan. But in that year the cholcr:~ rsgecl 
tllere with such viiulence that the sent of gor- 
ernmeilt was removed to Afazar-i-Sharif, a few 
miles to the cast, mheie is situated, slccordi~ig 
to the Ushcgs, tlie tomb of .Ui. 13alIili is nonT 
an insignificant rillage. Gcn. GrocleBoff spent 
:L corlple of weeks of eilforcecl idleness at Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif in 1878 : and to his Rt~ssian eyes 
the Ushcgs seemed ready to fall into the arms 
of the cmr,  the aclvance of whose armies. 
however menacing to Sfghanistan and Inclia, 
has celtainly brought order and law to central 
Asia, ancl especially to the Usbeg countries of 
Bolihara and Rhira.  Almost notlii~ig is lcno\vn 
of the condition of the country at the preseiit 
time ; hut tlie Usbegs assistetl Abdnrrahxnnn 
lihan in his itruggle against the sons of Shir 
Ali. That tliej are more trusted by the Ka- 
I)nlites now thnii in 1878, is shown by the fact, 
that, while they mere then tlisarmcd, an Usbeg 
corlx forvned part of the amir's escort to the 
recent coiiference a t  Ralral Pindi. 

The origin of tlie Turliomnns is veiletl in 
obscurity ; but it rnay be stated as certain, that 
in 1830 the Tebke Tnrlcomans occnpied the 
Alchal oasis, the Sarik T~lrliomans lived amidst 
the ruins of il2er1, aiicl the Salor Torl<omans 
resided in and around Saralihs. They were 
all robbers and slave-stealers, bnt the 'L'elilces 
seen1 to hare been by far the most savage and 
energetic. They flourished, and outgrew the 
capabilities of tlie Akllal oasis. A portion 
split off', and, advanciiig to the east, settled 
down on the Tajand. The Persians, in 1833, 
fell upon the Snlors a t  SaraBhs, and all that 
escal~ed took refuge ainong the Sarilis a t  
JIerv. The Telilies then moved on to Sar- 
alihs, anrl, as thcj gradually acquired strength, 
extended their forays to Khira, Bokhara, aild 
to every part of Persian IChorassan. Tliis 

brought up011 tliern the vengeance of the Per- 
sians, nrho, in 18.57, drove them from Snrakhs 
to RIerv. As  there mas not room on that oasis 
for such a large population, the Telilies com- 
pclled the Sarilis to more farther up the Rlnrgh- 
Ab. They established tl~ernselves a t  Yulataii 
ancl Panj Deh, driving out the Salors, and ac- 
cortling to the 12ussian gciieral, Petraseritch, 
seine Afgllail nomails who fed their floclis near 
the latter place. Tiic Telilics, n o l ~  of~ ~ i a s t e r s  
3Ierr. b~lilt a11 enornious dam a t  Renti, ancl by 
mealis of lateral canal4 greatly increased tlie 
cnltivable area of tlie oasis. until it becaine 
capable of s~ipporling a population of not less 
than n quarter-million souls. From this secure 
retreat, the hIor~,  Telilies raided tlie frontier 
pro~inces  of Persia ant1 Afghanistan. until 
whole districts I)ecanne desolate. In  1861 a 
Pcrsiali army thirty thousant1 strong, accom-
l~aniecl by a ~ t i l l e v .was sent against them; 
but instead of defeating the 3lel.r Telikes, the 
I'ersians were overtlwown, aild fi~lly one-half 
captured and solcl into slavery by tile Alcrvli. 
.Lt'ter the Russiaris liad brougllt Kliiva and 
I3okhara undel. their dorni~iion in 18i3 ,  they 
abolishetl slavery in those placc~s, ancl, by clos- 
ing tlieir great sla\ e-niarliets, tooli away from 
the 'I'elilres the incentive to the cilpture of 
slaves. 

The ground 1)nt forn~arcl by ltussia to justify 
her occupation of I'a~lj 1)eh ancl Sarnlchs is 
nocv clear ; that is, if me allow that the Sarilcs 
were tributary to the IIcrv Telilies. Those of 
y ~ ~ l a t a n  nndoobtetlly mere ; they could not 
very well help it, living as they did on the oasis. 
But tlle case is not so clear as to the Panj Dell 
Sariks, ~vllo, accorcling to the English and 
Afghans, 1)ay tribute to IIerat. The 12ossians 
reply that no tribute is paid except a t  the 
point of the bayonet, and therefore, on cthuo-
logical grounds, Panj Dell should go wit11 Xerh.  
That  colnpulsion is necessary, is certainly true. 
It is admittecl by the Afghans. But the soldier 
is the tax-gatherer not only of Pa11j Dell, but 
of central Asia. In conclusion, i t  ill not be 
amiss to again point ont that all of Afghanis- 
tan north of the Hindu liusll and ~ t s  outlying 
spurs belongs, both geographically ancl cthno- 
graphically, to Russian Asia, rather than to 
Afghanistan. EDW.~KDCIIANNIKG. 

7'1IE LEGAL LANGUAGE OF INDIA.' 

INthe higher courts of justice and in gover~lrnent 
admi~listratio~lin Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, the 
Er~glisll language is conling into general use. In 

1 Translated from the Oesterreichische monatssclhrift.fiir d e n  
o r i ~ n t .  


