
ing tribute to the Afghans only when compelled 
by an armed force. According to tlie London 
l'inzes, thc amir of Afghm~ clid not occnpy 
this disputed territory until 1883,when hc rc- 
ceivecl a innp from tlie riceroy of India, with 
thc boundary-line nom claimetl. 

The R~lssians claim tliat the Englisli have 
furilishetl the Afghans with maps, plans of 
fortifications, money to builcl ancl equip tliese 
forts, ancl engineers to superintcn~l the con-
struction, and tliat tliesc acts are n breach of 
good faith on the part of England. Tlie English 
claiin t l ~ a t  Russia has sent an arlned force into 
the disputed territoq-, occnpying at leaqt two 
towns, and tliat tliese acts are a breach of good 
faith on the part of lt~lssia. 

The English policy in India has been the 
same as that of Russia. It lvas fonnd neces- 
sary, and proved successful. to the maintenance 
of orcler ; aild there is erery reason to believe 
that n similar policy will produce lilie results. 

G A R D J N ~ I ~G. H u s u a n ~ .  

ROADS FROM IiVDIA T O  CE1Ql'IZAL ASIA 

DOST~ ~ U H A I \ I > I A D ,one of the most famous 
amirs of Afghanistan, is reported to have saicl 
that lie could not ulltlerstaiid wily tile rnasters 
of the riches of Inclia ever should have tie- 
signed .'occupying such a conntry as Kabul, 
where tliere is  nothing but rocks and stories." 
It was a shrewd remark ; ancl Afghanistan owes 
its importance, not to the fertility of its soil or 
to any other natural advantages, but to the fact 
that the great trade and military routes of ceri- 
tral Asia lie within its borclers. Afghaiiistan 
-using the word in its broadest sense, as 
inclnclirig a11 the territory under t11e rule of the 
present ainir -takes the forin, rouglily speak- 
ing, of an imnlense square, with sides of about 
six hundred miles in length. 011 the west a 
mell-definecl boundary separates it from Persia. 
To the south the clivicling-line between tlie ter- 
ritories of the amir and those of the lihan of 
Kelat, as the ruler of Ealochistan is often callccl 
in English books, is riot so me11 marked ; but, 
as a large portion of it r uris through ail nn-
inhabitable salt clesert, this is riot of inl~ch 
iil~portance. On the east the Sulilnall and 
other mountain ranges form a natural frontier 
between Afghanistan ancl Critisli Inclia. A t  
oiie time this inoantain harrier was supposed 
to be impracticable for the nlore~iient of large 
masses of troops. To-day it is certain that 
such is not the case; for, in addition to the 
well-known Khyber, Iiuram, aricl Bolan passes, 
more than two hnnclred other paths cross tliese 
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mountains in every direction. In fact, tiio 
barrier is no barlier a t  all, ancl would offer hat 
little resislance to an enterprising general. It 
is on tlie north. however, that Afghanistan is  
most ~ulncmble.  Truc, the Alnn Daria or 
Oxus River, froin its sonrce 13,900 fcct a1)o.i.e 
tlic sea, in Lalie Sir-i-IC~ild, in the highland of 
Grcat Paniir, to lihoja Salcli, separates the 
Afgllan pro\,inces of' Eadakshan ancl Tnrliestn~a 
from the Russian do~niiiions of "ergliana and 
Bolihnra. But a r i ~ e r  is, a t  best, a pool.bouaid- 
ary, fiom a military point of ~ i e w  ; ancl, besides, 
fro111 ITlioja Salcli to tllc Persian frontie~,  on 
tile f1a1i-Knrl, tlic line, n~ l l e rc~  er run, must 
purely artificial. 

Jlore unfortunate still, tlic IIindu ICnsh, n ~ t h  
its outlying spurs-the IChor-i-IZaba, Snfecl 
ICur (White AIountain.i), ancl Siah ICur (Black 
i\fo~~iitaiiis)--rrmningfroin east tomest, d i ~  itles 
,4fghnr1istan into two unequal parts. The ter- 
ritory 1xing nortli of tliesc ~llountains belongs, 
pliysically spealiing, to the basin of the O s ~ i s  
(Arnlo-Caspian basin), or. in other morels, to  
Russian Asia. I n  acldition, these mountains, 
together with their off-shoots to the sonth. y e -  
vent, during five montlis in eacli year, all clirect 
con~municatior~between Kabul, tlie chief city 
of the east, and IIcrat, the ccjually i~nportant  
clnporiuin of the west. 'L'he main route be- 
tween these two places is through ICnndahar, 
which thus lies a t  the sontliern apes  of a nearly 
equilateral triangle, with sides of three liunclreci 
and three huriclrecl and thirty-five miles. The 
position of tliese places once thoroughly 
grasped, there i i  no c1iEculty in uiiilerstancling 
the base of the English operations ill Afglran- 
istan. 

From Karachi (ICnrmchee) on the Arabia11 
Gulf, ancl near the nioutl~ of the r i ~  er Indus, zc 
railway runs along that rirer by Haiclarabacl t o  
S~iBliur. A t  this point i t  crosses the Tndus, 
and, passing by Xultan, joins the line fronz 
Calcutta and Bombay a t  Lahore. Tile latter 
roacl runs thence by IZnnral Pincli, crossing the 
Inclos near Attock, to Peshamar a t  the entrance 
of the 1Zhyber Pass. Tlie last of this railway- 
sjstem -. the inissillg link from i\iultaii t o  
Lahore ' -n-as ope11 to traffic in 1 8 i 8 .  

Kabul, the chief political city of Afghanis- 
tan, contairis a l?opulation of between fifty and 
sixty tho~lsand. I t  is situated on the Kabul 
River, not far from its confluence with the 
Logar, ancl is tlre converging point of the trade- 
routes from Afghan Turkestan, ancl the coun- 
tries beyond tlie Osus, over the difficult inonn- 
taiu passes, eleven and twelve thousand feet 
high, of the I-Zindo IZusli; froill Persia aricl 
13aluchistari by IiTa~iclahar; aiid from India by 
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the Ichjber and Kuram passes. Fro111 1Zabul 
to Peshawar (190 miles), the road 1e:lcls by 
the Icburd I<al?nl or Lntaband passes to the 
Jagdalali Pass. I t  mas in these narrow defiles 
that the 13nglish army was slaughtered by the 
Afghans in 1842. Thelice by Gandarnak and 
Jalalabacl, on the Kabul River, tile ro:~il rims to 
Lalpura. Tl~ereit leaves tlie ri-cer, :~nd follows 
two lnoiintain stream5 o\er the I(11ji~c.r Pass 
(3,000 feet), to Pcs1l:~war. This route was 
followed by Elphinstone ancl Pollock in the 
first Afghan war ; ancl, now that the terniinus 
of the Punjab railnaj is at Pesha~v:~r, it is the 
most imyortant rout(, fioill Inilia to e:rstc~11 
L2fgllanistan, althoagll Gen. (non~ Sir l'letl-
eiicli) Robe~ts ,  in 1879, led his aliny over thc 
lnore sor~therri liurarn Pnss to Iinbul. 

IZ:~ndahar, the great trntle-centre of tllc 
soutl~,  lying oil tlie direct roatl from India to 
fleraL, is liltely to be of Iriore iniportniice in 
case of a war between Eng1:uld and Rnssia. 
I t  is sitlratecl in a small 1)Iaiii betn~cen the 
Arghauil-&l) ant1 Talnalc rivers, ant1 coinmallcls 
tile road through tlie Tnrnali v:~llcy, by Gh:rzni. 
to Iiahul (318 miles). Sir John 1a'e:ine tooli 
this route on his lnarcli to ICanclahar in 1838 ; 
Xott marched by it ill 1842, to aid Pollocl~ ill 
a~eng ing  the massacre of 1i:lpliinstone's ex-
peclition ; ant1 it was hy this roacl that Sir 
Frederick lioberts inacle his famoas march 
from Kab~11 to tl,e relief of Kandahnr ill 1880. 
The railroad from Inclia to liandahar leaves 
the main line from lcarachi to Lahore. at  
SuBBur on the lnclus ; thence by Slliliarpur 
and Sibi to ltinclli, at the entrance of tlie Rolan 
l'ass. Elere the railway stops ; bat n good car- 
riage-road has been constructecl, xt least as fa1 
as Q~letta. Unfortnnately no bridges mere 
bclilt over the streams, they being crossed by 
fords ; 121111 this lias rnade it iml)ossihle to lay a 
light military railway along the road. Incleed, 
it has been stated that a thoroughly built rail- 
way co0lc1 not be opc.ncd to (Jnetta in less tllan 
two years. (Jnetta, or Sllal, is situated between 
the liead of the Bolan I'ass and the Pishin 
rallex. I t  cominancls the road, anil is there- 
fore a place of \ ery great nii l i tar~ i~nl~ortance. 
The 13olan Pass and Qr~etta are in Baluchi~tan ; 
but the English acquired by treaty, in 1876, the 
right to hold and nse the pass ancl town for 
military purposes, ancl Quetta is now the most 
ad~anceti  English ontpost. The roatl 1e:Lcls 
thence through the Pishin valley, ant1 01er the 
Iiojali or Gmaja passes to Icanilahar. From 
the end of the iailmay at  Rindli, to Kanclahar, 
is somewhere between 200 and. 260 miles. 
Authority lias been given to complete it to the 
Pishin valley witliin a l~uncl~-cclmiles of Kan- 

daliar. That city was occupiecl by tlie Englisli 
from 1839 to 1846, ancl agtiin from 1879 to 
1881. Tlie trade-route thence to flerat, nearly 
370 miles away. leads by two strong positions, 
-1Cuslilr-i-Nakud, the scene of Uurrons's 
defeat in 1880, ancl Girisiik, -:incl over several 
nlo~ultain passes. But tile iinportanue of this 
road, and of Kancla11:lr itself, lias bee11 les- 
selictl by the d isco~er j  of' a mucli longer, hut 
nevcrtlieless good, ro~ite from (Jnetta to Herat 
n~ithout passing IC,.niclallar. I t  was by this 
roacl that Gen. L~init lcn's  Eudian escort, over 
1,300 stlong, ~ ~ n t l  a train of 1,300 cariiels ~ i l i ~  
and 100 ~nnlc<, marclled at an :I\erage late 
of eighteen iniles a dug to meet liim on tile 
frontier. 

1lci:lt (IIeri) is sitarlted on a firtile l~lain, 
near t l i ~  river 1Ini.i-Krrcl (liver of 1Iel.i or 
1Ierat) , hctwcen tllc western estrernitic,~ of 
the spuls oP the Iliiiclu Iinsh, above men-
tioned. Jts in~portaiice, both connnercinl and 
stmtcgic, iz cl~ic to tho fact that it dominates 
the best roatl Sloln the Caspian b j  AIasii-had. 
to the Indus 11g 1i:~atiahar. 'P'llr. position of 
the city itself, fko111 a military point of riem, 
is not good ; because its defences ale, as Gen. 
Crodelioff pointed out, com~nauded bp a 
aeigliboring hill. 

Tlic Hari-Rite? rises in the heart of: Afghan- 
istau, and floning alll~ost due ves t  along the 
northern base of the l'aropaluis~is Hills, within 
a few niiles of IIerat, strikes the Persian fron- 
tier seventy miles i,ej onel that city, a t  la'asan. 
Tlicre it abrr~ptly turns north, and, passing 
Zolfikar, -a llari16 given to t i  ford, but rnore 
correctly, perl~aps, to a neighboli~ig llass in the 
hills, -reaclic~s Pul-i-I<hatun. At this point 
it receives its principal amuelit, the I<nshaf 
Rutl, from tlie west. Tlie Kasliaf ancl EIari- 
Rnd, after lear ing I'trl-i-IChatun, take the name 
of T~~jaiicl, antl, passing Saralilis, 7r1ec.ome desic- 
cated in the 'S~~rlioman 'L'lics oasis thus Steppe. 
for~necl lies i>et\veen Merv ancl Persia, and for 
this reason has been nearly uninllabited until 
the recent Zusiian adval~ce upon BIer1. 

The river AIurgh-ab rises to the soutll of the 
I'aioparnisus Xlills, antl, flowing in a geueral 
nortlierly clirection, passes tlie Afghan strong- 
hold of Eala L\lnrglrah, on t h e  ro21~1 f ro~n Bcrat 
to llaimana ancl ,2fghnn Turliestan ; thence 
it Bows by l\Ieruchalr (wliere, accordi~lg to the 
Russians, the north-western bo~mdary of Af- 
ghanistan crosses the r irer) ,  by Panj Dell :rnd 
Pulatan, to Ner r ,  mlicrc it loses itself in the 
irrigation canals of that oasis. 

A fern miles below l'anj Dell the JT\lrlrgh-Bb 
receires frulr~ tllc west the rirer Eiushli, which 
rises to the north of the water-parting riot far 
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from Ncrat. Tlic road from IIcrnt to  Bala 
J f ~ ~ r g h a bcrosses its npper waters. A t  some 
po i l~ tnear the coiiflncnce of the Murgli-Ab ancl 
the Rnsl~l; tlie Afglialls constructetl a srni~ll 
fort called .llr Tepe. The  X e r v  oasis, from 
just n i~o \  e Yulatan, strctclies a l o ~ ~ g  the Xulgh-  
6b f'or 11eariy s ix t j  iiiiles. I t s  117itlth is not 
far fio111 Tortx inilcs, and i t  ?nay bc said 
to  he onlj- 240 miles from Herat .  ,a tlctailcd 
and inteiesting description of tlle o ~ s i s ,  togcth-
cr rn~tll n cicar ])inn, is g i rea  in  the sccontl 
voluine of O'Donovan's ' iSIerr Oasis.' It is 
only necessitrj- to  say hcrc that  3Icrv is  tllc 
converging point of the cnr:wan iontes fro111 
I'ersin by 3I:tsh-had, to  lihiva. a t  t11c 1-101tllcrn 
end o f ' t l l ~  'I'urkomnn Stcppe, ant1 to  Bokhara 
and file countries l)e~.ont! the Oxus. 

EI)W\XI) C ' ~ r ~ a u r \ c .  

7'11E RACES OF CErV7'1L4L . lS lA .  

Ar ( ,ELLYIS~ANi s  inliabiteci by many diffeicnt 
tribes a n ~ l  laces, of whonl the Afghans are un- 
donl)tecllj tlic dominant race;  but the extent  
of their dominion a t  any  one time depencls 
more up011 the skill and energy of the Afghan 
chief or arnir for the time being, than i t  tloes 
upon any prescriptive right o r  tradition. Ta-
cleecl, t h a t ,  are living a t  the present moment, 
i n  the mornltninous clistricts, non-Afghan tribes 
which h:t~e never bcen subclued, lZi~cl the 
EIazarn rlnelling on the great  central plateau 
are only t~ihrl tary to  the ruler of l<abul when 
that  potent:xte is sufBciently strong a t  11oine t o  
spare soldiers to collect tlie tribute o r  taxes. 
There is  no settled government in the country. 
' h e  sunit's :~utliority is  respected only when 
he possesses means of co~npelling respect. 
Each  tlibc and cl~lil 1nan:rgei it*, own imruecli- 
a te  affair, illrough a council of tile elders, and 
in accorcl:l:~ce wit11 the irnnicmo~ial cus ton~s  of 
thc tribe. The  amir is rnerel~ 'I  dictator for 
life; aatl every a t t eml~t ,  in rcc.ent times. t o  
iiltrodoce a settled form of government or to  
establish n t l j~ las ty ,  llrts been a n  immediatp 
ancl compielr failure. I t  is this want of co-
hesion among thc Afghans tlie~nselves that  llns 
brought about the interference of the Enalisll 
in their ilomestic and foreign lelations. 'rile 
true Afghan tribes l i re  in the valleys between 
IZahul and l'esl~awnr, and Iiraloul ancl IZsnclahar. 
They  are a sturdy, daring people, and are  de- 
scribed a s  possessing a strong Jewish cast of 
couatenance. This  latter peculiarity has in- 
ducecl some learned ancl enthusiastic ethnolo- 
gists t o  declare that  they, like a11 other races 
whose origin is  nnlcnon.11, arc the descendnnts 

of the ten lost tl ibes of Israel. However this 
may be, they a t  one time extciidctl their rnle 
to the iouth of Peshawar, ailcl have been a 
constant thorn in  the flesh of the viceroy of 
h d i a  from the beginning of the ccntmy t o  tlie 
present daj-. 

T o  shorn the f luc tna t i~~g  na twc  of the A f g h a ~ ~  
dominion, let us briefly trace the history of the 
country from 184.' to the preseut year. In 
18-18 the I i ; ~ ~ g l i d ~  the attempt lonhnncio~~cd 
fol cc n ~ u l c ron the hfghails,  nnd ngain recog- 
n i~cc l  l los t  31uhammad as smir  of Kabul. 
Eight  years later, tha t  chieftain reconquerctl 
Ballih, then the niost i i n ~ o r t a a t  t o m  north 
of the I-Iinclu 1Lusli ; aild between 1830 and 
1860 he eutcndecl his rule o \ e r  t l ~ e  whole of 
Afghan Turliestnn, mid ledr~ced Unti:iicshan t o  
the co~lditioii of n tlibutnry province, h~ 
1855 11c took ICandahar, and thns establishctl 
his aut l~ori ty  in  the south. But  it  was not 
lintil 1863 that  lie captnred IIerat.  Then,  for 
the first time since the daxs of ' r i~nnr ,  there 
was one sul~rerne ruler in  tlic countrp. T w o  
weeks later he cliccl. I I is  son, hliir Ali, suc- 
ceeded him. But  there were many rivals in 
the field, among them Abclurrahman IChan, the 
present amir ; and Sliir Ali canilot be snit1 to  
have been the ~lnclisputed r ~ l l c r  of Afghanistan 
before 1868. 13s attention was then clirectecl 
to  persuacling the English. in return for vnlu- 
able concessions, to  gaarantee tlie nmirship to  
himself and his clesceuclants, and also t o  supply 
ilinl with funcls ~ v i t h  which t o  raise and ~ n a i ~ ~ t a i i l  
mi army in the face of the  ~ulpopularity his 
refo: ~ n s  were arousing in Afghn~listan. I11 this 
he n 21s only l~artially snccessfi~l ; nncl in 1 ' 7 ' 7 8  

he tru.rlec1 to the IZ~~ssians.  Gen.  KtolietoB' 
v n s  received a t  1Znbul ns ainb:lssador, ancl 
(>en. Gloclekoft' a s  cscolted through A f g l ~ a ~ i  
T~ulcestau t o  ETf~er:rt, n hile the Ellgllsli envoy 
nras not e \ ~ l i  :tllonetl to  coross tiic frontier. 
JiTar f o l l o ~ ~ e t l  ; nncl ill :L few inonthu Sllir Ali 
(lied a fugitive :it 3Iaz:rr-i-S2iarifS. IIiy sec-
ond son. Yali~th Khan ,  v a s  recognizecl by the 
English a s  anlir ; and,  nyon liis signing the 
treaty of Gnn~1am:~li in  1879, the English erac-  
uatecl the conntrr.  By this treaty tlie foreign 
relations of iLfglianistan were placed under the 
control of the English, who were to he a l lo~~red  
to sent1 a resident ' t o  Kabul. Shortly aftei- 
liis a r r i ~al,  J la jor  C'aragnari, the ' resiclent,' 
was ~nurclered. The  English again invaded 
tlie coontr j ,  tleposed Taicuh Khan, and recog- 
nizecl his cousia, Ahclorrahmaa IZIlan, for many 
years a n  exile in Bokhara and Samarkand, a s  
amir. Icabul was evacaated in 1880, and 
ILandaliar in 1881. I n  1883 the new ainir 
d r o ~ e  Ayub Khan ,  aaother sol1 of Sbir Ali,  
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