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THE RUSSIrl fV B A S E  O F  OPEI~ATIOLV~S and Eatrlm on the 13lacB Sca. From these 
AGAIN,YT ZiWTA. 

AT B a l i ~ ,on the Caspian Scn, there stands 
an old tcmplc, rcllcrc for ccntr~rics a beacon has 
been kept eoritii iuall~ I )~uning  the fire-wor- 
shi l~pers  of 1nili:r ant1 I'ersia. The  priests in 
the olden tiinc dceln~et i  that  the liglit rras so-
pcrnatnral, the gift of the gocl of fire. Mod-
ern science shovs  that  the snl)ply comcs from 
gas-rvclls. 011one side of this tcmple arc cler- 
ricks ant1 oil-wells ; on tbe other sicle, a great 
tol lie ern0nnkrnent s t~ctcl l ing for ovcr a mile 
along the seacoast, sevcral hr~ntlrctl steal1 anrl 
sailillg ressels,  long trains of railroatl-c:ns 
loading with oil, and :i popnlation of fifty 
t1ious:tnd vhere  ten j cars ago mere lcss than 
fifteen thousand. The  Parsec, tending his eter- 
nal fire, is  the cil~hlrin of tlre past : tile l<ussian, 
~ ~ i t hhis oil-wells :~ntl emltanliments, his rail- 
roads anrl stcwnbo:lts, is  tlre emblem of tlic 
prcscnt. 

From Baku,  steniliers run north, through 
the Caspian Sca,  to  Astraltlian. ticar the month 
of the Volga ; thence u p  tllc Volga ant1 I<ama 
t o  Pcrm ( 2 5  miles 1)) r:iil from Elcatcrin'rtrirg 
in  Siberia, ~rrhencc colrie tllc best iron rails and 
mar~uft~cturcsof iron :tnd stccl),  up the  Volga 
ancl t11c Olga. to  the ~ieighhorhootl of AIoscow, 
u p  thc Volga to  Ihj hinsli, n hence a canal con-
tinues the ilarigation to the Baltic. On thcse 
water3 tlie cotton fro~i l  IClli~a a11r1 Bolihara, 
thc oil from the Caspian, the no01 from Astra- 
khan, and tlie g~.nin from the lower Volga, a le  
borne to  the Baltic :incl tllr Sort11 scas, 1~11ile 
material ant1 sul)plies from all l ~ a r t s  of Europe 
arc hrouglrt ns return cargo. Some of tile 
stcamel s 1)lying oil the Volgn rcsenilrle o u ~ .  
Mississijtpi steamers. :inil arc as  large a ~ i d  
commodious : otliclt.. trro linnclretl feet long, 
:ire fitted ~ r i t l i  cisterns, iirto ~ ~ l l i e l ~  tile oil flows, 
t111o1igll pipcs from reseivoirs a t  tllc refineries, 
a t  the rate  of frorrl a Iimicli ctl to trr o lit~lldrccl 
tons ail liolli.. Reroscr~e t'lo111 E a l a ~  has ncarbr 
supeiwc'letl tllc Arcet.ican oil 111 B$nssia, ant1 
now colnlx~tes nit11 i t  in 'I:erlii~ nnd Vienna. 

seal)orts, ltussian stcarncrs, the best on  the 
Mcclitcrrancan ancl Blaclc seas, ~ n a k e  quick 
trips t o  Sebastopol and Odessa ; and railroaiis 
conncct" these cities r i t h  all parts of Russia, 
eastern and western lihrope. Dircctly across 
from Uakn (sistecn 110ul.s hg steamer), on 
the other side of tlie Caspian Sea,  the trans- 
Caspian milroad commcnccs, runs to  Asliahad 
(280 miles),  and is bcing r a p i t i l ~  estcndecl 
tor~art is  Saralths ( IS5  miles froin t l ~ c  prcscnt 
tcrn~inns). From Saralths t o  1Ierat is about 
200 inilcs 1111 the river f Iar i  l tnd,  or 'L'ajanti. 
Tlic co~istrnction of a railroad ~vor~lcl bc illore 
difficult between tlicse places than bct\\een 
Saralilis ancl thc Caspian Sca ; t l ~ o n g l ~ ,  itas  
must follo~v tlic linc of tlie liver,  there r o o l d  
he no obstacles that  c:lnnot be easilj soy-
mountcd. 

Sibi is the present ttwninus of tlre Iiitlian 
railwn\.i, tlloiigh thc Ji:nglisll govci*tirllent is  
es tcnding tlic linc 133 rrliles to  Qucttn. 4'70 
nlilcs froin Hera t  h j  tlic Tray of IZandniia~~. 
This  loutc crosses alnilg rivcrs anti mountain 
rangcs, allti will bc a tiifficult ailcl c x p e n s i ~ c  
road t o  build. I t  rcquircs twice as  long for 
thc transit  of nlcn ant1 supl)lics from Sihi to  
Herat  as  from l l c r a t  t o  Baku, thor~gll the tlis- 
tanec is  hut little inorc. 

T h e  Caspian line is tllc most feasihlc ancl 
shortcst route for a railroacl from Enrope t o  
Iuclia. 

Il01lli. 

From London to Berlin . . . . . . . . . 24 
Thence by Urcslau and Lemburr: to Odessa . . 4\ 
I3y steamer to 1Jatu11 . . . . . . . . . . 4h 
By la11 to Ba1c11 . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
By stearner across the Ca-pian . . . . . . . lti 
By lail to hslc,~b,tcl . . . . . . . . . . . 11' 

Froni Lonrlon to Asltabadl (7 clays) . . . 172 
Thence to Ind~a,  1,000 miles, in . . . . . . 4 0  

Kine (lava' running time, if the railroad mere 
in operst~oi~, Loritlorl to 111tl1,i. . . 212i~orn  

Wliile frorli London to Herat, by the Site/, Canal arid 
India, is l~early three t i l~~es  as long. 

From Bnliu tlic? mil~ontl  runs n e s t  (561 ~ ~ i i l e s  Tlic trans-Cnsl)iaii railroacl, from tlle Caspi- 
i n  t11irt~--hi\: l ivi~is) ,  along tllc foot of the 
Caucasus JIonntaias, through 'riflis, to  Pot i  

Tlir mnp published i n  tile prescnt numhcl', to nccolnpany tliiii 
nnil  otllcr nriicleii. is baecd uuon one iiisuedfrom tlic oilice of t l i s  
onperintendent of thc yl'cat tri'ponomctric surrey of Inilia. The  
oriuinnl w;iii lrlal,ped on t h o  b;i?csof tlic iinrscyi made by British 
and Ku6si:in ofiicers u p  to 1881, aud was puljlisli(~ili n  1)clir;l 
Dun  in  Septembcr, 1881. .Is iiliylitlg rcduccil here, i t  rcprcsents 
ttie territory on :I iicnie of an  incli to forty ~niles. TI* npper 
broken rcd line rcprcsi.nta the boirniI;~ryof the  territory in  dis. 
pnte :is give11 on the map of wliicli th is  is the copy;  aud i t  aiiio 
;Lppearr in precisely tho satlie place, i n  tlie lntrst redllction of 
tile Russinn st:ril In:lr) obt:tin;rble in St. l'cti~rs11ur-u two vears 
ago; bu t  Ilie lower bl.;l;cn rrd line in ( l i~11 tc~  tow l ~ a tis-su1j1,08ed 
be t h ~extreme 1:usii:r~r ci;iiln, :111rl <lo(.> n o t  appc;~r oil 1l1c 
oliyin:ll  f rom mllich tlie ~ n n pis I;i!;(~ii. 

a11 to Saralills, runs in :t south-easterly cliix1c- 
tioli, nt tile foot o f  a lonq range of ~i io~ir~t :~in. i  
separating T [ ~ r l i ~ s t : l nfroin Pcrsia. Sir~:ill 
strcnws, ever!- fcn- miles, run c l o ~ ~ i itlie sitles 
of the n i o u ~ ~ t a i l ~ s  illto tllc valley, ant1 arc  soot1 
lost in  the sands of the dcsert. 1JThcrc\el. 
these strcains :lpl)exr, thcrc a re  fertile oascs, 
This  dcsert extends from tllc foot of tliesct 
moru~ta i i~s ,north-cast to  the River Osns ,  n0or1t 
500 illiles a t  thc Cnsl~i:~11 hen, :lliti 300 miles at 

1 Hcre ends thc  prc,e(,nt line of millond. 
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Saralills. Tlic rivers Tajand and Murgli-!tb 
run from the mountains of Afghan into tlie 
south-western part of the desert, nea~ly  parallel 
to the Oxus, until the1 are absorbed by the 
sands of the desert. The old chailnels through 
which thej once ran into the Oxus can still be 
tmced. Formerly this desert was a rich, fer- 
tile land, caltivated by ii rigation, inhabited by 
a vast population. mliere for hunclrerls of miles 
" a nightingale could fly from braiich to branc!~ 
of the fruit-trees, and a cat walk from mall to 
mall and housetop to housetop." Tile Iiioall-
ments of the old cities arc frecyueiitly sc.c.11 11y 
the traveller. half 1,uriecl in the stinil. S o w  
the desert is traversed only by :Lfew waiicier- 
ing horsemen, or an occasional shepheril wit11 
his floclts. arid is sparsely inhabited 011 the 
few oases that have been prebrr~ ed. 

The great cities of T~irliestaii are 1Chix n on 
the Oxus : Bokhara, Samarliand, a ~ i d  'L'ash- 
licnd, north of it. The former route fionl 
Russia to these cities was bj- rail to Orenbnrg 
on the divicling-line between Europe and Asia 
(ancl the termination of tlle Russian railwaj s) , 
thence across the desert to Iiasala on the L\ral 
Sea, then by steamer up Sir Daria (the Jasar-  
tes) or through the Aral Sea. ancl up the Ama 
Daria (the Osus).  These rivers are navigable 
only at their flood, and are Jery dangerous 
even for the smallest steameri. At other sea- 
sons the route is all the way across the desert. 
I t  is 900 nliles from Orenburg to I<l~iva, 1,100 
to Bolihara, and 1,225 niiles to Samarliand. 
:me1 takes fifty clays for tlie caiavails to go 
fi on1 Orenburg to Samarliand. -2 few years 
ago this route became for a time impassitble. 
owing to frequent incursions of robber-bands. 
A trader from I<hivn, bouiicl to tlle gieat fhir 
:it Nijni Novgorod, mas compelled to find 
some other route: he crossecl the clesert from 
Iill~iva to tlle Caspiaa hen (500 miles). ancl 
founcl it easier ancl qoiclser than from Iilhiva 
to Olenburg. Here he took the Baliu steaincr 
111' tlie Volga to Sijni  S o ~ g o i o d .  Other car-
avans fhllowed. The R~iasian a~mies ,  nit11 
their supplies. had by the~~11 ich  bee11 sent 
way of Orenburg and liasala, were sent by 
the Caspian route. Vlien the Caspian railway 

from Turkestan to 'l'iflis ; has led to the ol3e11- 
ing of the Caspian ancl the conitiuction of 
the trans-Caspian railroad ; and has hrouglit 
Merv, Hrrat ,  ancl Inclia foity days ilearer St. 
Petersburg than they weit six years ago, re- 
ducing, by fully three-fourtl~r. the cost of trxns- 
portation of illen ancl sul~plies, and opening :B 

new era for 'isia. The great saving in time in 
the cost of tmnsportation of men, mr~nitions of 
mar, anel stores, nil1 amply pay the iutelcst on 
tlie cost of the road, and its opcr:tting-espe~~set;. 

Eng1:~ncl and 1:ussin could easily unite i r k  
the constr~iction ~ n t l  operation of tlie Caspian 
road. They have a cornrnori intereqt, -the 
shortest may to their respcct i~r  clominlons. 
'I'l~e c:Luse mhicl~ threatens conflict between 
these two powers on the borders of ~lfghanis- 
tan should be the occ:lsioii of peace. Esglnntl 
wants on the nest  of 11lclia :i strong nlid per- 
manent power. s~tcll as Afgh~lnistaii can never 
be, althougli supported by constant subsiclic~s, 
supplemented, ~vlien these failed. by an arinetl 
force. Russia, on her eastern boundary. also 
neecls a strong aricl pern~anent poner to re- 
strain the wandering tribes from despoiling 
her territory. 

'rile English complain that the policj of 
H ~ ~ s s i a  a ox-fhr hundred years has bee11 to 
trild her dominions in every quarter, and ini 
proof point to the continual expansion of her 
territory. Scarraelya century ago tlie easteril 
ant1 sontliern boundaries of Russia followed 
tllc Jrolgn do\vii to Tsaritsin, abont three hun- 
tlretl miles from the Caspian, then crossed to 
the Don, following that riIer to the Black 8e:i. 
Since tllen the Russian army has crossetl tllc 
Car~casus. conqnerecl the whole of C i r c a s h  
mlcl a portiol~ of I'ersin in Asia, and T ~ ~ ~ l i e y  
aiicl pushed its ~outhern  boundary two 11~1nclrecI 
miles south of the Caucasian Nonntains. P t  
has pushed its south-eastern bonndary down 
to the Casl)ian, ,ziound tlie head ancl eastern 
shore of that iea, reaching out to the Sea 
of Arnl. aiinesirig lihiva, Eokliara. Tmkeitiul, 
ant1 the liirghiz btel~pes, even to the ~ e s t e r n  
bounclarj. of' C'hina. (111ite recently it has au- 
lresed -\lerv, and tliieatcns Herat ; ancl aow, 
fioin the Black Sea and Persia north to thc 

is extencled to Saiakhs, BoBliarn will he ~ ~ i t l i i n  Arctic Ocean, the Itussinii eagle is the only fiag 
300 miles, and Xelv  less than 100 nlilei, from 
the line of the road. 

The discoveiy of oil at  IIaBu has built that 
city, and made it the en t~epotof all kiilcls of 
stores ; has olsenecl a railroad from Tiflis to 
Baku, and created a fleet of steamers plj ing on 
the Caspian and Volga ; has turned tlie course 
of the Asiatic trade from Orenburg to the Cas- 
pian, and transfe~rccl the governmelit of Asia 

that waves. 
Itussia, again and again, through her leading 

statesmen, has assurctl England that she liatd 
reached lier eastern limits, aiicl as often have 
tlleee assurances been corltradicted by f~irther 
conquests in the east. The English naturally 
regartl these assertions as promises made only 
to deceive, and to be broken as soon as the 
hostile feeling of C:rcat Britain, a1 ouscd by 
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such conquests, has been qnietecl. 3Iay not, 
however, the intentions of the Rnssians be 
honest, ancl the cause of this apparent breach 
of faith be easily explained? 

All the country from the Don a i ~ d  tlie Volga 
east to Cl~ina and Inilia, and from the Cau- 
casus south to the Persian Gulf, :mcl soutli- 
west to the Blediterranean, lias been occupied 
on the one side by wandering tribes witliout 
fixer1 habitation or permanent government, ma- 
rauders, slave-dealers, ancl vagabonds ; nliile 
on the south ancl soath-west tlie countries 
have heell and are rulccl by tlie Persians and 
Tarlts, whose dominion is a constant cume to 
thc people over 1v11om they rule, the tau-gatli- 
erers being tile only eviclence to thein of a 
government. 

Where\ er the ICussians l-I:%\ e established a 
new eastern boundary, settlements have sprung 
1.111. These scttlcments must he protceted from 
pillage by the wandering chiefs. I t  was not 
sufficient to chastise the marauders and rcturri 
within the boundary, as the return was regarded 
as :t retreat, and proof of n-eakness. Experience 
has taught the IZussians, that, in order to liccp 
peace, these trilxs must be brought nndcr Rus- 
sian rule : tlltls, by force of circumstances, they 
have been compellcd to extencl their territory 
from time to time. The conqucrecl countries 
have been governed b\- the ablest generals of 
Russia, a I<aufmann and a Skobcleff. Their 
authority mas almost despotic ; and frequcntly 
Itingdoms havc been an~icxec'l before either 
Russia or Europe linew of the forward move-
ment. TSThen once annexed, the government 
could not recall its army, or refrain from gov- 
erning the conquered cotlntrj-. 

The liussiai~s arc on17 carrying out the 
policy aclopteil by the Engliill in India a Irun- 
clrcd and fifty years ago. Her 1~1le the11 cs- 
tended only over a few tribes. Lortl Clive 
and Warren IIastiiigs were forced to estenil 
her dominio~ls north to the Himalayan i\Ioun- 
tains, and south to the I'acific Ocean, until the 
whole peninsula of India became her empire ; 
tvhich, though not as extensive territorially as 
Russia. yet in wealth and pol~ulation far ex-
ceeds that of 12ussia in Asia. 

%'lierever the Russian has gone, there he has 
carried law and government, settled habita- 
tions, and civilization. Though we may regard 
the civilization as crnde and the government 
a? bad, ~ e t  it is a vast improvement over the 
former nl~srnle. Robbery has been stopped, 
slavcry abolished, and the permanent cnltiva- 
tion of the land begun. With the exception 
of one or tmo tribes in tlie Caucasus, there is 
not a single nntiou or trihe tliat does not 

greatly prefer the rule of Russia to the misrule 
of their former chiefs. 

After the capture of BIerv by the Russians, 
Afghan was the only country that separated 
the Russian dominions from the English ern- 
pire. The western bounclarg of Afghan then 
became a subject of great importance to Eng- 
land. The capture of Jlerv was acquiesced 
in by Great Britain on the agreement with 
Rnssia that a joint commission should be ap- 
pointed to delimit tlie Afghan frontier from 
IChoja S:~lell on the Oxus, to Sarakhs " on 
the 1Iari-End, or Tajanil, -a distance of about 
three hundred miles. 

The Rnssians claim that this bonndary-line 
runs sontll of T'anj Dell, crossing the Hari-llud 
or Tajancl about fifty miles belom EIerat, fol- 
lon~ing a range of mountains that runs, or a t  
least was snpposecl to run, from the Oxus River 
to the Tctjancl. 

Thc English claim that it crosses the river 
about two h~uldrctl nliles below Herat. The 
line has ncver been fisecl. I n  Ihc article on 
Afghanistan, in the last edition of the Encyclo- 
paedia Britan?aica, two boundaries are given. 
Thc first crosses the river about seventy miles 
below Herat, and follows closely the line now 
claimed by 12ussia. I t  says, " The half-
independent EIazara tribes stretch across the 
branches of the river of Iierat, and down into 
the Oxus basin, so that it is difficult here to 
assign a boundary. " 

On two maps in my French atlas, the bound- 
ary-line crosscs the Tajancl at  different places. 
On the large map of thc Messrs. Johnson, 
publishecl in E2dinburg11, two boundaries are 
also given ; though the ontcr onc, now claimed 
by Ii:nglancl, has greater prominence. At  one 
time thc line was described ns running along 
a high mountain range which passed south of 
the Mnrgli-Ab ltiver, ancl bct~veen that river 
and the Tajand, -substailtially the line now 
claimecl by Russia ; but when it was discov-
ered that this range existed only on the maps 
and in  accounts of e:trly travellers, and that 
there mas no mounti~in barrier, the boundary- 
line was moved farther west.l Until recently, 
the western bonndary had never been a subject 
of interest to the ainir of Afghan or to the 
English or Russian go\~ernments. The land 
within the disputed territory is of little value. 
The population is sparse, with few affiliations 
with tlie Afglians. The people belong to a 
different race, having features of the Dlongol 
type, spealring a different language, and pay- 

'The London Times says, "The limits have c h a n ~ e daccord-
ing to the character and military resources of the ;hiefs ruling 
at ITevat, I<nbul, and Itandahar." 



ing tribute to the Afghans only when compelled 
by an armed force. According to tlie London 
l'inzes, thc amir of Afghm~ clid not occnpy 
this disputed territory until 1883,when hc rc- 
ceivecl a innp from tlie riceroy of India, with 
thc boundary-line nom claimetl. 

The R~lssians claim tliat the Englisli have 
furilishetl the Afghans with maps, plans of 
fortifications, money to builcl ancl equip tliese 
forts, ancl engineers to superintcn~l the con-
struction, and tliat tliesc acts are n breach of 
good faith on the part of England. Tlie English 
claiin t l ~ a t  Russia has sent an arlned force into 
the disputed territoq-, occnpying at leaqt two 
towns, and tliat tliese acts are a breach of good 
faith on the part of lt~lssia. 

The English policy in India has been the 
same as that of Russia. It lvas fonnd neces- 
sary, and proved successful. to the maintenance 
of orcler ; aild there is erery reason to believe 
that n similar policy will produce lilie results. 

G A R D J N ~ I ~G. H u s u a n ~ .  

ROADS FROM IiVDIA T O  CE1Ql'IZAL ASIA 

DOST~ ~ U H A I \ I > I A D ,one of the most famous 
amirs of Afghanistan, is reported to have saicl 
that lie could not ulltlerstaiid wily tile rnasters 
of the riches of Inclia ever should have tie- 
signed .'occupying such a conntry as Kabul, 
where tliere is  nothing but rocks and stories." 
It was a shrewd remark ; ancl Afghanistan owes 
its importance, not to the fertility of its soil or 
to any other natural advantages, but to the fact 
that the great trade and military routes of ceri- 
tral Asia lie within its borclers. Afghaiiistan 
-using the word in its broadest sense, as 
inclnclirig a11 the territory under t11e rule of the 
present ainir -takes the forin, rouglily speak- 
ing, of an imnlense square, with sides of about 
six hundred miles in length. 011 the west a 
mell-definecl boundary separates it from Persia. 
To the south the clivicling-line between tlie ter- 
ritories of the amir and those of the lihan of 
Kelat, as the ruler of Ealochistan is often callccl 
in English books, is riot so me11 marked ; but, 
as a large portion of it r uris through ail nn-
inhabitable salt clesert, this is riot of inl~ch 
iil~portance. On the east the Sulilnall and 
other mountain ranges form a natural frontier 
between Afghanistan ancl Critisli Inclia. A t  
oiie time this inoantain harrier was supposed 
to be impracticable for the nlore~iient of large 
masses of troops. To-day it is certain that 
such is not the case; for, in addition to the 
well-known Khyber, Iiuram, aricl Bolan passes, 
more than two hnnclred other paths cross tliese 
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mountains in every direction. In fact, tiio 
barrier is no barlier a t  all, ancl would offer hat 
little resislance to an enterprising general. It 
is on tlie north. however, that Afghanistan is  
most ~ulncmble.  Truc, the Alnn Daria or 
Oxus River, froin its sonrce 13,900 fcct a1)o.i.e 
tlic sea, in Lalie Sir-i-IC~ild, in the highland of 
Grcat Paniir, to lihoja Salcli, separates the 
Afgllan pro\,inces of' Eadakshan ancl Tnrliestn~a 
from the Russian do~niiiions of "ergliana and 
Bolihnra. But a r i ~ e r  is, a t  best, a pool.bouaid- 
ary, fiom a military point of ~ i e w  ; ancl, besides, 
fro111 ITlioja Salcli to tllc Persian frontie~,  on 
tile f1a1i-Knrl, tlic line, n~ l l e rc~  er run, must 
purely artificial. 

Jlore unfortunate still, tlic IIindu ICnsh, n ~ t h  
its outlying spurs-the IChor-i-IZaba, Snfecl 
ICur (White AIountain.i), ancl Siah ICur (Black 
i\fo~~iitaiiis)--rrmningfroin east tomest, d i ~  itles 
,4fghnr1istan into two unequal parts. The ter- 
ritory 1xing nortli of tliesc ~llountains belongs, 
pliysically spealiing, to the basin of the O s ~ i s  
(Arnlo-Caspian basin), or. in other morels, to  
Russian Asia. I n  acldition, these mountains, 
together with their off-shoots to the sonth. y e -  
vent, during five montlis in eacli year, all clirect 
con~municatior~between Kabul, tlie chief city 
of the east, and IIcrat, the ccjually i~nportant  
clnporiuin of the west. 'L'he main route be- 
tween these two places is through ICnndahar, 
which thus lies a t  the sontliern apes  of a nearly 
equilateral triangle, with sides of three liunclreci 
and three huriclrecl and thirty-five miles. The 
position of tliese places once thoroughly 
grasped, there i i  no c1iEculty in uiiilerstancling 
the base of the English operations ill Afglran- 
istan. 

From Karachi (ICnrmchee) on the Arabia11 
Gulf, ancl near the nioutl~ of the r i ~  er Indus, zc 
railway runs along that rirer by Haiclarabacl t o  
S~iBliur. A t  this point i t  crosses the Tndus, 
and, passing by Xultan, joins the line fronz 
Calcutta and Bombay a t  Lahore. Tile latter 
roacl runs thence by IZnnral Pincli, crossing the 
Inclos near Attock, to Peshamar a t  the entrance 
of the 1Zhyber Pass. Tlie last of this railway- 
sjstem -. the inissillg link from i\iultaii t o  
Lahore ' -n-as ope11 to traffic in 1 8 i 8 .  

Kabul, the chief political city of Afghanis- 
tan, contairis a l?opulation of between fifty and 
sixty tho~lsand. I t  is situated on the Kabul 
River, not far from its confluence with the 
Logar, ancl is tlre converging point of the trade- 
routes from Afghan Turkestan, ancl the coun- 
tries beyond tlie Osus, over the difficult inonn- 
taiu passes, eleven and twelve thousand feet 
high, of the I-Zindo IZusli; froill Persia aricl 
13aluchistari by IiTa~iclahar; aiid from India by 


