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d ~ a n ~ i n g - t o g e t l ~ e r  the particles.of scattered 
become heated. according to the well-ltnown 
law for gases. 

I t  arill not do. l)erh:~ps, t o  be critical here. 
any more than. one shoalil bc of a iiliry-tale, 
for it  mould tiestroy tile charm of' the illusion ; 
and there is no reason m11y this speculation is  
not a s  good as. or perhaps better than. nil! 

other cosmological theory. 
The book, fnrtlier. contains an :~tl~Iitionnl 

l u r t  glving a liistorical account of the evo-
lution of cosmogonic doctrines : wliile, a5 :I 

nhole. i t  contains very full references to  the 
iitt>rnture of the iubjccts discnsseil. 

T r r ~ ; title of this book gives no ndequ:ltc 
iclea of i ts  contents. I t  is  a re ry  full account. 
indeed in great part a reprint, of such of tlie 
I'roceedings of the 1i:nglisli Society for psg-chi- 
cal research ns refer to  thought-transference. 
with n few pages of introductory a~icl conclucl- 
ing mattcr.  \Thy this fact should not be 
macie apparent in the title, we fail to  see, as  
it is  distinctly statcd i n  the bocly of the work, 
and is  evident on cvery page. T h e  title will 
naturally suggest to the rcader a n  original dis- 
cussion of the liistory or philosophy of the sub- 
jcct. which thc book docs not pretend to give 
him. None the less, h o w e ~ c r .  must we thank 
thc author for presenting to tlie American 
reader so comnlete an account of what is  really 
importailt and interesting in  the volumes issued 
b -  the society rcferred to .  I I c  llas wiscly 
omitted every tllillg not pertaining t o  the spc- 
cia1 snlsject of mind-reading ant1 telepathy. 
'L'lic rnatter pertaining t o  this subjecc is  pre- 
sentetl so fi~llj- and so faithf~illy, that  i t  leares  
little for the revicmer to  say of the gcncral 
cl-iaractcr of the coiltents of the book. 

JJThat a re  rcally original, a rc  tlie autlior's 
ow11 ciiscnssions in tlie first and last cllapters. 
These tliscnssions arc ,  we regret t o  s a j ,  of a 
natnre rather to  cast discredit upon the whole 
subject. in the minds of the closest tliinliers. 
tllan to throw light upon it. 'l'he author 
v l l o l l ~  nlistalces thc  point a t  issue between 
the helievcrs and unbelievers in psychic force. 
I-lc join. the great :Irmj- oC hobby-riders by 
liolcling np to ridicule or clisapprobntion cer-
tain re?,] or supposed mcn who in tlie past  
have opposetl, on  scientilic grounds, views 
nh ich  afterward turned out to  be colrcct. 
This is jest mllat every man docs wlio has a n  
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engine t o  run without fuel, or a l ~ a t e n t  gun 
which is t o  destroy tlie largest armored ship. 
Mr .  Horeg  represents those w l ~ o  differ from 
him a s  men who pronounce untrue that  which 
they callnot esplain ; ant1 all the may ttlro~lgli 
he imagines himself talking about people who 
deny his f:lets. S o w ,  there are no sncll people 
worth talking about, and tliere is  no question 
of fact a t  issue. The  real s ta te  of the case is. 
tll:~t he has a t l~eory  for explaining ndrnittcd 
facts. and the only men he lias to  oppose are 
tliose w l ~ o  cio not heliere that  11e 11:~s estab- 
lishccl liis theory. The  admitted facts are cer- 
tain l~lieuomenn known as  mind-rending, ancl 
certain acts of copying drawings by a blind-
foldetl person not in  contact with any  other 
person. The  coatestecl theory is tliat these 
facts prove the transfer of thought from mind 
to ininrt n-itliont the intervention of any physi- 
cal agency. Those who refuse t o  accept this 
theory ruay ois nlay not h a r e  a theory of their 
01~11: i t  is  not a t  all incum\>ent 011 tllenl to  
form one. They may say that  t l ~ e y  meet wit11 
phenomena wliicli they cannot explain, every 
clay of their li7.e~. :uld that  this is amongst 
thcm. 'L'llc societies wcre p s ~ ~ h i c  organized 
for the cxpress l)~u.pose of inr-estigating thc  
subject, and finding out what theo1.y. if any. 
was thc correct one. If tllcrc werc not some 
question a s  t o  how the l,henon~ena should be 
explained, there wor~ld bc little occasion for n 
psychicnl society. 

TEXT-BOOKS IN CFIElIIISTRP A N D  

MIATERALOGY. 


' ~ I I I Clecturc-notes on gcncral chemistry, by 
Dr. J. T. Stoddard, are, as  the title indicates, 
merely an outline which should be  the basis 
of a student 's notes i n  a course of esperimen- 
tnl lectures. A few general 1)rinciples of the 
science arc given briefly, and then follow state- 
inents of the properties, uses, history, method 
of preparation, ancl occurrence, of the corninoil- 
cst of tlic non-metals ancl thrir compouncls. 
The  appendix contains sonle tables and hints 
as  to  the nlcthods of chemical calculation. 
I'ronl i ts  briefness, the  boolr can bc of little 
valne cscept  a s  a suggestion of sornc clenien- 
tary facts which the heginner sllould lcarn : 
and  i ts  use as  an outline for the basis of a 
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