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NOTES AiVD NIT WS .  

ITis anno~~nced  that tlie next meeting of the bmer- 
icau associatioil for the advancement of science mill 
be held on Aug. 20 and following days, a t  Ann Arbor, 
Mich. The rote of tlie association at  the Philadelpl~ia 
meeting was to hold the 1886 meeting at  Gar Harbor, 
;1Iou1lt Desert Island, Me., provided suitable acconl- 
rnotlations could be secured; but, failing that, the 
meeting mould be held at  Ann Arbor. The decision 
was left to the pernlanent secretary. The correspond- 
ence of this officer lias developed tlze fact that  i t  
~vould be quite inlpossible to liold the meeting at  Bar 
IIarbor in August, as the hotels ~vould be overcrowil- 
ed. I t  ~voilld only be possible in July or in the latter 
part of September. The decision to meet at  Ann 
Arbor mas also re-enforced by the invitations which 
have been received from the mayor of that city, and 
the president of the lTniversitv of Michigan, cordially 
urging the association to decide to visit that place; 
and, as the meeting will fall in xracatioil, there will 
be ample accommodations, as fifteen hundred stn- 
dents and four hundred rneln1)ers of professors' fami- 
lies are cared for in term-time. The university offers 
to openits lialls for the sectional meetings. There is 
no doubt that the association will thoroughly approve 
the decision of the permanent secretary. 

--Mr. J. A ,  Allen, mbo for Inany years has had 
charge of ~nammals and birds at  the Xuseum of 
comparative ~oology at  Carnbrid<e, has accepted 
the curatorship of man~malogy ancl ornithology in 
the Arnerican museum of natural history in New 
Yorlr, where he \rill enter upon his new duties about 
3Iay 1. 

-The friends of rational work in pl~ysiology have 
achieved ~vell-merited snccess in the university of 
Osford. Early i n  March, in an  overflomi~lg ' convo-
cation,' says N n t z ~ ~ e ,  tlie battle of vivisection was 
fought out a third time. The victory of sound sense 
over false seritinient has again been won; and on 
this occasion tlie vote is unnlistakablc. Iri spite 
of t,he most vigorous exertions of the opponents of 
physiology, the decree to endow the l~hgsiological 
laboratory - as the other scientific del~artmerits in 
the university are endowed -has been carried by the 
large majority of one liundretl and sixty-ciglit. The  
(lean of Cliristcharcl~ openecl the debate in a moderate 
speech recomniending the grant. Fle pointed out 
that the vote was for teaching-purposes, and in no  
Tay co~icerned oiviscctioll; for I'rofessor Burdon Sail- 
clcrson hacl given the niost complete assurances that 
he ~voulil not use painful experirne~lts on living ani- 
mals for the purposes of teaching. Canon Liddon 
opposed the decree, on the ground that the couilcil 
should have introduced further safeguards against 
the iadiscrituinate nsc of vivisection. IIe admitl:ed 
that vivisection was justified i11 certain cases, and 
spoke of it as a painful necessity. The bishop of Ox- 
ford dcrlicd the rnoral right of 111ai1 to inflict pain in 
order to advance lmolvledge, and declarctl vivisection 
to  be degrading to tlie setlsibility and llunlaility of 
tlle operator. The vote was supported by Professor 

Dicey and Sir W. Anson, and miintentionally (lam- 
azed by Dl,, Aclnnd. The last speakers were mncll 
interiubted by a clamor which prevented their re- 
lnarlzs being heard. The annoitncement of the result 
-placets, 412; non-l?lcccets, 244 -n as r ece i~  ed with 
great enthusiasm, both in the arena and in the un- 
dergradnates' gallery. I t  is to be hoped that  this 
decisive vote will put an end to the warfare waged 
againit the teach~ng of physiology in Oxford. 
- I n  an article in the &larch number of tlie North-

Ame~ican~ . ~ v i e z u ,on ' the rnoral aspects of vivisec-
tion,' Lreated solely from an ethical point of view, 
Prof. Noah I<.Davis concludes that .'whoever hinders 
the physiologist in his rluties by exciting public odinm, 
commits a trespass on him, and on society at  large. in 
whose interest he is laboring, and so clors a multiplied 
wrong." 

--The journal of the English Society of arts, in 
spealriug of tlie testing of house-drains by smolie in 
order to ascertain whether the joints are tight, de- 
s r r~besthe ' Innis' smoke-roclret,' which can be used 
in place of tlle iron vessel for fire, ancl the p u ~ n p  or 
fan for forcing the smolte into the drain, and which 
is found to be much more handy and simple. The 
rocket is made of a composition that will generate 
an abundance of smoke, packed in its case hard 
enough to b u ~ n  ten minutes, thus g i ~ i n g  time for the 
inspector to light it, introduce it into the drain, insert 
a plug behind it, walk through the house to inspect 
the joints, and finally reach the roof, where the smolte 
is issuing froni the soil-pipe. A wet cloth thrown 
over the top of this pipe may be used to cause a slight 
pressure in the pipes below, and thus render the test 
more severe. Such a test nrould appear to be more 
satisfactory than the i~ltrodnctiori of peppermint-oil, 
and to imitate tlie action of sewer-gas in attempting 
to pass tlle usual traps. 

-The dcaclenzy announces the initial number of a 
journal entitled Pnralln&,and supposably intended to 
be published montlily. It is edited by Mr. John 
I-Iampden, the valiant champion of the theory that 
the earth is a circular plane. The Acadenzy is dis- 
posed to welconie the new periodical, as the profes- 
sedly comic papers have been painfully dull of late. 
Nr. IIampden retains all his well-lrnown ingenuity 
of vituperative expression. To  call Sir Isaac Newton 
' a .  fanatical pantheist' is a happy thought ~vllicb 
would certainly not have occurred to everybody. 

-\Ye learn from Nulure that  tlie trade in children 
within the province of Yakntslr is the subject of an  
interesting note in a recent number of the Izviestiya. 
The Irliutslr geographical society had received a note 
froni one of its members, who thus depicted the lot 
of girls xvitlli~l the province: In  the last century the 
poorest Yaliute, who had no means of supporting a 
large family, took his new-born child in a covering 
of birch-balk, and hung i t  on a tree in the forest to 
die from hunger. Gut tlle richer Russian nlercharits 
began to buy chiltlrcn frorn their poorer Yakate 
clients, ant1 so scveral Russians purchased whole 
familier of servants. This cnstom induced the 
Yakute conimunities to take care of the poorest cllil- 
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dren; and ihr  conmnnity r a s  bound to feed them 
under the name of A'?LI?LO~C~IL.children, who spent three 
days in the houses of tlie richer members of the com- 
munity, two days in those of the moderately wealthy, 
and one day with tlie poorest. But of late tlie custoin 
has arisen of selling cliildren, and especially girls, to 
Olek~ninslr merchants, who sell thein further to the 
Yakutes and Tunguses of the Olelrminslr district. 
The parents sell girls for from thirty to forty roubles 
(fro111 three to fourpouads); and in Olektllir they are 
re-sold for sixty roubles, sonletinles eighty roubles. 
Of course, this trade is nlnde under the cover of 
' talcing cliildren to bring up.' Tlie Irlintslc society 
having talien interest in this commmlication, it, has 
received infor~nation froin Yalrutsli anthorities, and 
fro111 a well-lci1on.n stndent of yalrute life, Mr. Gorolc- 
I1off. It appears from these communications that 
such trade really exists; the chief impulse to it being 
given less by the work a purchased girl rriight [lo than 
by the possibility of receiving for her the Icc~lytn,that  
is, the inoney paid by lnerl for purchasing a wife. 
lITornaa labor is at  so low a price that one nligllt ha7-e 
a wonlan in his household and pay her half a piece 
of cotton, 'for a shirt,' per year. But the Izalym 
reaclles very high prices. One rich Yaliute has re- 
cently sold his daughter t,o a Tnngus for 3,000 rein-
deer, and the sallle price was recently given by a 
half-idiotic Yalrute for the cla,ugEiter of another 
yakute. AIiddendorff quote3 also several instt~nces 
of a very high ka l y~npaid for girls, its average being 
about 500 roubles. When a Rnssinii priest sold agirl 
whom lie had educated, for five sables and ten slcins, 
i t  was considered as a very lorn price. Altogetlier, 
the ltalyln is the chief cause of irlaintaillillg the trade 

l l a ~ ebcen ascil a- te~uples and for!s. The singular 
fcatrrre of t,hesc isl:~nds is lhat  the walls are a foot or 
inore below the water. TTIie11 they were built, they 
were eviclently above tlie water, arid connected ~v i th  
the mainland; but they have gradnally stunk lultil 
the sea has risen a foot or nlorc around them. The 
natives on the island do not know when these worlis 
Jvere bnilt: it is so far back in the past, that they 
have even no tradition of the structures. Yet the 
vorlis show signs of great sliiil, and certainly prove 
that wlioerer bnilt them knew tlioroughly how to 
transport anc1 lift heavy blocks of stone. Up  in thc 
mountains of the island there is a quarry of the same 
kind of stone that rvas used in building the wall 
about the islands: and in that quarry to-day there 
are great bloclts of stone that have been hewn out, 
rimly for transportat~ion. The natives have no tra- 
(lition toucliing the qn:rrry, --who hewed the stone, 
when it was clone, or why the work ceased. They 
are in greater ignorance of the great phenomena that 
are going on abont then1 than the white Inan who 
touches on their island for a few hours for muter. 
There is no doubt: in lily mind that the island mas 
once inhabited by an intelligent race of people, TI-110 
bnilt the teiuples and forts of heavy inasonry on the 
high bluffs of tlie shore of the island, and tlrat, as the 
land gradually snbsidetl, these bluffs became islands. 
They stand to-day ~vitll a solid wall of stone aroruncl 
tliern, partly sub~uerged in water. 
-J .  Boroilin describes, in tlie journal of the Royal 

niicroscopic;tl society, ~vllat  lie believes to be the 
long-sought pure cl~loropllyl. H e  obtains it in n 
crystalline form: by slow evaporation of an  alcoholic 
solation, though he  has not yet been able to isolate 

i l l  girls, together with the gradual in~l~orerislr l~ient the crystals. They arc doubly refractive, giving a 
of the Y ~ l ~ i i t e s .  
-The secolid part of this season's course of 

Saturday scieiitific leclares in IVashington opened 
JCarcll 28, with the following progranlme: Presidellt 
J .  C. Welling, Oldest liistory in the light of newest 
science; Nr. Fredericli W. True. Ornit'tiorhynchns, 
a lnanirnal that lays eggs; illeclical Director A. L. 
Gillon, U.S.N., Sanitary ig~iorance among high arid 
low; 3Ir. J .  S. Diller, il trip to Mount Shasta, Cali- 
fornia; Dr. D. E. Salmon, Onr i~rvisible enemies, the 
plagues of animal life; I'rof. 'r. C. Nendenhall, 
JJTcighing the earth. 

--Capt. L. U. Herendeen of Sail Francisco corn-
innnicates tlie following notes on prehistoric strnc- 
tures in Micronesia. American ~iiissionaries recently 
settled at  Ponap6, niay, it is hoped, furuish additional 
(letails hereafter. 

A few years ago I visited Forlap6 Island in tho 
Pacific, in east longitude lBSo 22', anti north latitude 
60 601. The island is snrrounded by a reef, with a 
broad ship-channel bet~veerl it and the island. At 
places in the recf there were natural breaks, that 
served :IS entrances to the harbors. 111 tliesc ship- 
c l~a~inelsthere were a nnilber 01 isl:~iids, many of 
~ h i c hwere surrounded by a mall of stone five or six 
feet high; and on tlicse islands there stoocl a great 
many low llouses, built of tlie same 1<inrl of stone as 
tlie walls abont them. These structures seen1 lo  

beantif111 green sheen in polarized light. Their 
pliysical properLies differ from those of the darli- 
green crystals of hypochlorine hitherto obtained. 

-An~erican zoiilogists ~vill be interested to lcarrt 
~ r ~ h a t  the great collections in Cen- is to becoine of 
tral-Anierican ornitkiology and ento~nology alnassed 
by Alcssrs. Salvin and Godmrtn. A recent note in 
~Vatureannounces that a part of i t  is already given 
to the British museum, and that the rest is to follow. 
One collection, presented on certain conditions not 
specified by Nuture, comprises the  ent,ire series of 
American birds brought together by those gentlemen, 
inlinbering upwards of twenty thousand specimens, 
ant1 illustmti~lg, more than any other collection in 
existence, the life-history and geographical distri-
bution of the birds of tropical America. No labor or 
exl?ense has been spared in the formation of this 
splendid group of ornithological rarities. Tlic other 
gift, which is unconditional, comprises a very fine 
collection of Central-American Coleoptera of the 
families of Cicindelidae aud Carabidae. It contains 
!I60 species, and, inoreover, 7,678 examples, of which 
Illore thnn four hundred are types of new species 
describe11 in the morli entitled 'I3iologia Ceiltrali 
An~ericaila,' now in course of publication by Messrs. 
Salviil and Gocln~an. To tllis collection will be nlti- 
nialely added, by gift, the remaining families of 
Coleoptera, ~vitll other eiitor~~ological specimens. 


