
S C I E N C E .  


THE ~I~OULVTAII\'EERS OF' TOiVKJN. 

P x r a e a  PINAGEL'S''Notes sur quelques peupladcs 
sauvages d4pe1idant clu Tong Iiing " is timely. I-fe de- 
scribes the moantaii~eers of the valleys of tlie AIaa 
anit Chou rivers, who are callecl Pliou-Tays or Tays, 
but are coninionly Bno~v~ i  to the Annamites as 'sav- 
ages.' They reside ill villages, are divided into tribes, 
each having a chief to whom great respect and obecli- 
ence are accordccl. Although, since 1834, Arinamite 
xnanclarins have been appointed to each tribe, yet the 
Tays refer all disputes anlorig tlleniselves to their own 
chiefs, whose authority they recognize as superior to 
that of the mandarins. Xedicine as an art is nn- 
ktiow~l: each family, however, has some recipe whose 
preparation is a jealously guarded secret. . 

The houses are macle of bamboo, mith roofs covered 
wit11 palm-leaves; tlie wllole raised up011 piles to four 
feet above the grom~d.  Below is the poultry-yard, 
where, if the owner is r ic l~ ,  pigs, oxen, and buffalo 
are ltept with the fowl. The square fireplace is 
n l ~ d e  of boards covered mitll earth. There is no 
chimney. Upon the hearth are tlirce large stones, 
arranged as a tripod, 011 which, if nearly meal-time, 
rests a pot of boiling water, mhich supports a balilboo 
tube containing rice. This tube is pierced so as to 
pertnit the steam to pass tiirougl~ the rice, by wl~ich 
i t  is delicately coolred. The wonlen stay about the 
coolring-fire, while tlic nlen resort to another fire- 
place at  a lower level. If any one wishes to builcl a 
house, all the irlllabita~lts of the village come to help, 
for no other r'ern~uieratiorl than the customary feast 
wlien the house is finished. To celebrate tliis event, 
the head of tlle family lrills a pig or a beef, and offers 
wine. Themine is made froni rice and l~ran ,  ancl left 
to ferlnent for about a montli in a jar hernietically 
sealed. When it is openecl, waler is adileil, aucl tlie 
guests seat theniselves around it, a n d  suck 11p the 
liquor t l ~ r o u g l ~  long reeds. The wine, w l ~ i c l ~  is sour 
but agreeable, contains so little alcohol that  it is ex-
tre~nelyrare to see a person stnpidly drut~li. After 
taking the wine, they gather in groups of four about 
little tables, and eat. Tliis is followed by drinlting 
tea and smoking. 

Although amiable and conciliatory, these people 
are sorilewhat careless and apathetic, will~out solici- 
tnde for tlie morrow. IZisirig with tile dawn, they 
smoke, fritter away some tirne i r ~  the house, start out 
fasting, and work until ten or twelve, wlien they re- 
turn to dine. This repast over, they rest, talie a 
siesta in summer, ailcl in the afternoon return to the 
mountain fields for a few honrs, or fish, hunt, or look 
for bamboos to rnalre palisades about the Belds lest 
the buffalo eat the newly plantcd rice. The evening 
is passed quietly i r ~  the corner of the hearth, and 
about eigllt o'clocli supper is served. There are but 
two meals a day. The rvoinen's duties are more ar- 
duous than the men's, since, besides those within tlie 
house, it is theirs to piclr, transport, and store t l ~ c  rice, 
and to fetch firewood froin the moantains. 

After death, they bathe the body, clothe it, arid en- 
velop i t  in a coverlid and a mat. Sugar-cane! rice, 
and salt are put into the mouth, - the sugar-cane to 

request the vztrites of the tleacl to be favorable, the 
salt to beg the deceased to preserve a good heart to- 
\varcls 11is l~arents. A rude coffin is made by felling 
a tree, cutting out of tlie trunlr a piece of sufficient 
leiigtil, which is split arid each half hollo~ved out. 
The clay aud l ~ o u r  of placing the body in the coffin 
are c%refnlly chosen, for fear of evil consequences to 
the survivors if ail ~u~fo r tuna te  choice sl~oulcl be 
inacle. Ilefore closing the coffin, tlie body is lulcov- 
ered, the eyes opened tliat he may sce tlie heavens, 
and t l ~ e ~ i  the coffin carefnilg closed. If the means 
are not at  hancl to clefray the expense of burial, the 
coffin is preserved in the house, in sorne cases even 
for months. 

On tile (lay of tlie final ceremony, if the family is 
rich, a buffalo is killed, which is offered to the p;tv- 
ents and inhabitants of the village, so that they 
nlay rnalte charcoal. This charcoal is inteiitletl to 
put illto the grave to preserve the coEn from damp- 
ness, Another buffalo is Billed, so tliat the as.ist- 
arit,s may prepare a little hut to be placed over the 
tonib, A third buffalo is Billed for those mllo i ~ ~ t ~ r  
the body. The site of the t o ~ n b  is cl~osen in the for- 
est, where it is forbidden tocut trees, or whatever may 
grov there, for fear the inanes of the cleacl may avenge 
the outrage. At  the end of the ceremony the parents 
seek the mountain stream. There a diviner has set 
up two reeds t,o forin a pointed arch, beneath wl~icli 
each parent should pas% 'rlley are sprinkled wit11 
the Fvater in which tlle rice was washed, and, after 
wasliing their garments, return to the Iiouse. At  
the foot of the ladder, before entering, they tear their 
hair. The bereaved eat rice from a sort of baslret, 
and leave ercry t i~ ing in t , l~e  I I O L ~ S ~in disorder to wit- 
ness to their grief. To the diviner, 1~7'110reproaches 
them, they answer, "Our father is clead, ancl me no 
rnorc linom what to say or clo." The diviner then 
restores tlie liouse to order, and sprinlrles i t  ~vitll 
various herbs to chase away evil spirits, that in t l ~ c  
f u t ~ ~ r e  may enjoy peace and happiness. the l~onse  

2'1iE 	 IVORIC OF T I I E  SZGNA L-OFFICE 

UNDER GENERAL Tli lZEN. 


T I ~ Brecent exaniil~ation by the joint conlmission 
of General Hazer1 ant1 other ~vitnesses, as to the effi- 
ciency and economy of the present administration of 
the signal-office, is said to have brought out several 
statements as to tlie character of the ~vorli  done by 
the weather-bureau, and tlie progress rnadc by it dur- 
ing the last few years. Tlie folloming is a brief s ~ u n -
mary of these, and especially of Professor Abbe's 
staternent showing the statns, and worlc being pur- 
sued, during the present fiscal year: -

The signal-service employs one chief, fourteen 
second lieutenants, and five hundred enlisted men, of 
~vhornone hundred and fifty are sergeants, thirty arc 
corporals, and two hundred and twenty are privates, 
but all generally lrnown as signallservice observers. 
These five hundred and fifteen persons constitute the 
signal-corps proper: but six officers detailed from the 


