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the Iaacl can be seen from Weevang (the north covered many small islands. The open water, 
shore of Baffin Land) ; and many natives have the narrow passage between North ICent and 
lived there, and have been seen by ~vllalers, ancl Nortli Devon, ancl the many small islands to the 
by the especlitions sent in search of Sir John north, closely reseinble the description given 
Franklin. me by the Eskimo woman. I t  would be very 

The report on the state of the ice in Jones interesting to find that Jones Sound is closed 
So~ulrl is very iniportai~t fbr the identiiication there by a narrow neck of land. Thc licary 
of this place. -4s there is a narrow neck of ice Inglcfielcl met with in Jones Sound, in 1852, 

mar  have drifted illto the sound 
as easily fioin Smith Sound as 

110" 100' DO' TV. SO0 Gr. 70° G O 0  50' 
from a sea west of Ellesmere 
Land. 

The last reason leading me to 
thii~lr that Elles~nere Land and 
Ooininginatn iltlna are the same, 
is that the same name is applied 
to Ellesmere Land by the Smith- 
Souncl natives. 111Etah, Bessels 
met a lnan ~vho came from Cape 

8 Searle, oil Davis Strait. EIe had 
lived for some time among the 
Ellesinere-Land nntives, and re- 
ferred to that country as Ooining- 
main nuila. I n  the whole of 
Baffin Land the natives know 
Ooiningmain nuns, ancl al\~yays 
poiat it out as beyond Tudnn- 
nirn (Ponds Bay) anel T~lcljan. 
For these reasons there call 
scarcely be ally clouk~t that the 
dese~iptionI ohtaillei1 really re- 
fers to Joncs Sound and the west 

7 shore of Ellcsmcre Land. 
The I<skiino of Eta11 assert 

that ITayes Sound is a passage 
Ieacliug into the n ester11 ocean, 
and diviclii>g the land west of the 
Smith-Sound seas into two is- 
lancls, -Ellesmere Laild ancl 
Giinncll Lancl ; ancl there is no 
reason to rloubt their statements. 
The English esl)edition under 
Kares supposecl the sound not to 
be open to ticlnl currents ; Gree-
11's e.;plorations, however, ex- 

land connecting Cornwallis and Cnthurst Is- tend it lnucli farther to the west, and are rather 
iancls, I was rather inciinecl to judge this to be in fa1 or of tlie thcory that the sound really forms 
the place where my Eskimo lincl been. How- a passage. The accornpan) ing inap presents 
ever, her menlory would barely liarre failecl her my views of the probable confi(~nratio11 of the 
in recollecting the passage 01er tlic ice of' Wel- lancl in  this rcgion. Dl<. himi! BOAS. 
lington Channel ; ancl 'uesicles, the rLescriplio11 of 
the lancl, Oomiiigmam nana, does not agree 
with Eathnrst Island. I n  Joncs So~lncl, Belcher PALENQUE VIS ITED BY CORTEZ.
found open nater in May, 1853, at  a time of 
the year when the ice in narrow channels can A nreiuorn by Mr. Teobcrt Maler upon the 
only be wasted by strong currents. We linow state of Chiapns (Mexico), publisheel in the 
nothing about the part of the sounrl north-east of July ancl August numbers, 188 1, of the Revue 
North-Kent Islancl, north of which Belcher dis- d'eth.nograpliie, contains some items of more 
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than orcli~iary interest. To one of these-his 
coiiclosion that  Cortez, in  his especlitio~l to  
EIonclnrns, visitccl Palenqne, ~ l ~ i i l  fofonnd i t  then 
in11:tbitecl- I call the s l~ecial  :~ t ten t io i~  of the  
readers of Science. 

This  coliclusion is hnsecl elliefly up011 his 
statly of Cortez' route in  his journey soiitll- 
ward. R e  iclentifies as  J'alenque the torril 
wliicll IBcrrern names Titacat,  and which, ac- 
cording t o  Bernal Diaz, mas the lirst rc:xcl~ctl 
after thc c.xecution of C~uauhtemoctsiii, an(, 
n h e r e  Cortez, unable t o  rest a t  night, "went 
into a large apartment wliere ~ o ~ n c  of the idols 
mere vorshippetl," niissed liis may, ant1 fell 
solile ' twelve feet, '  receiving n serere  ~vonnd  
in llic hencl, and in reference to  n-hicli Cortez 
writes a s  follo~vs :-

"It is a very beai~tifnl village: it is calleil Teotic- 
cac, and has fine temples, especially trro, in n.liicli 
x e  are lodged, and from ~rhic l i  we liare cast out tlie 
idols, for a-liicll they d o  not slio~v inuch regret; for I 

l i e  remarks in  one of his letters pllblislied i n  
tlie ~Vo~th-Amer icanreviezu, -

" I t  is c e ~ t n i r ~ ,  tllnt, at  tlie time of the cor i~i~es t ,  
the coast of Yi~catan allti T'~basc0 was co~e red  with 
tonii\, pym~n~t l s ,  and riioniiments, all of wllicll were 
iiiliabitetl. Aild i f  such T\ ele tlie case with the coast, 
nliat  is t l ~ c  ~iiferrlic' that ninst he tlramri as to the 
i:lteiior ? . . . If the palaces of Co~nalcalco \!ere en-
tire nrid iriliabitcd at  the time of the coriqnes:, \re 
may feel bound to conclacle tliosc of Paldnque nere  
in tlie sanle coriditiori. . . . ,Iltogetlier, ~t seenis 
to be srifficien:l\i estal~lished that tliese inonurrients 
were iiilit~l~ited at tlic date of the conquest, and that  
they are tlie prodr~ctions of a con~paratively morieiin 
era." 

A n d  now Alaler, wllo has gone c a r e f ~ ~ l l y  o ~ e r  
the g~ouii i l  in  person, aucl studied the country 
ancl t!le r i ~ i n s  ihr himself aad  in his ow11 waj-, 
comes t o  precisely the sxine conclusion. \Tre 
are tilerefore convincc(1 that  there i~ nothing 
in the ngc of the r~iiirs to  Sorbit]. the iclca tha t  
Cortez ~ i s i t ec l  the place, a ~ l d  ihuncl it inhn1)itccl. 

liad already spolier~ to them of it,, ancl had , ~ l i o r n ~ ~  I t  is nlso vor thy  of i~o l ice  that  C1i:~rney
them the error in which tliey restcd, and tlint there 
was bnt one God, creator of all tl~ings. . . . I learned 
of tliem that oiie of tlicse two houses, or temples, 
which was the lnost important, was sacred to a god- 
dess iil nrlioin they placed mnch collfidciice and hope, 
and that they sacrificed to licr only young and bean- 
tifnl maidens. If they yere  not such, then she moi~ld 
be very angry with them; anrl for this reason tliey 
a l \ ~ a y stooli great care to seek tliem, thnt she niiglit 
be satisfied; anrl tliey brought up from infancy tllose 
who were of good appearallce to serve this purpose." 

Our author co~nilients on tliis letter a s  fol- 
lows :-

"This description by Cortez applies perfectly to 
Palenqne. Thcre are, indeed, at  this place, besides 
nnmeroi~s temples and bnilclillgs, two principal eili- 
fices. One co~itains tlie great lrall of rnnral iiiscrip- 
tioils : the other is tlie convent of the virgin priest- 
esses, wliicll has been ~;rongly tal;cii nntil riow for 
tlie palace of the king." 

Is this conclnsioii justifinblc? It has gener- 
ally bccn admitted thnt Ilie routc follometl must 
have brought the  Sl)anisli corlqtieror R-ithin a 
few rnilcs of this place : hence tlie opi~lion 
adranced cnniiot bc considerecl a s  doing vio- 
lence t o  the history of thc exl7eclitio11 i n  this 
rcspcct. I f  i~iilabitecl a t  that  time, i t  is  not 
probable that  lie ~ ~ o ~ i l d  llavc apl~roachecl within 
twenty-five or  thirty miles mitllout ~ i s i t i n g  i t ,  
a s  it must h a w  been, dnriag occnpancy, a 
place of conside~,ablc notoriety an(1 impor- 
tance. 

Stephens mas let1 hy  his examinations t o  
believe the ruins of Yucatan werc in11:xbitecl 
villages and cities domil to  a. comparatively 
modern date, some of tlleln being occupiecl 
until the  coilquest by thc Sp:~iii,zrds. Cliar-
ncy's esploratioiis led him to the same belief. 

agrees with J laler  in consiclering I'alenq~ie n 
' Iioly place,' a ' rcligio~is centrc,' ancl tliat the  
so-c:illecl ' yalacc ' mnst liare bceil ' tlie liolnr 
of priests, n~icl not of liings.' 

Our author's theory ~ ~ 1 1 1  a tafford least a 
partial esplanat io~i  of soiric of the figures 
fo11nd on t l ~ e s c  ruins ; as ,  for example, tlic frc- 
qucnt rcprescntations of chiltlren in tlie arms 
of rnnles ailil females, the repeated occurrence 
of female fignres, and the fact, a s  shorn11 i n  
Stcl~hens 's  l~l:ttes, that  tlie lieads of most of  
tllcse :trc ol;litcl.atcd, nhich I hare  loaq sus-
pcctecl was clue t o  the fan:tlical zeal of Catllo- 
lie ~ r i e s t s ,  n h o  visited the place a t  :in c a ~ l y  
c1:ty. C o ~ t e z 'isi it mill Stiri:isli a co~nplete  eu-
planation of this fact, mhich cloes not appear t o  
have attracted tlle attention its i n ~ p o r t m ~ c c  dc 
mancls. Clrzus Tirox LS. 

DO ANllllfdLS EXC11ETE FREB NITRO- 
G E N ?  

RIANYof the older experirnents upon the nutritida 

of animals includcd determinatioiis of tlie nitrogen 

of the food and of the visible (solid and liquid) 

excreta. Alinost invariably the latter qnantity was 

~iot,:~bIy
less than the former, and as a consequence 
it was corl!nionly Iield tliat the difference as ex-
creted in gaseous form tlirough the lungs. 111 pro-
cess of tiine, however, as the metliods of esperirnent 
mere ref ned, tliis deficit began to dirniriish in aruount, 
nntil now it is indisputably slio~vn that  tlie great dif- 
ference found by the earlier experimenters was very 
largely due to mechanical losses of the excreta. A 
certain insoluble residue, however, still remains, 
which has been the occasion of not a little contro- 


