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and it  is shown that the greater number simply 
hiiidcr the development of bacteria, and in no 
way ~lestroy their pon-crs ~ v h c n  they are  again 
placeti ~u ldcr  suitable contlitions. 

T h e  little volume ma!- he sumn~ecl up  a s  
clear ancl coacisc, n-ell illnstratecl, ancl ines-  
p e n s i ~e. 

1)s. B l a ~ l i  has  aclopted a rathcr high sound- 
ing title for a course of lectures delivered t o  
the students in tlie Chicngo college of clental 
surgery. There is no e\idcnce that  he has 
n-orlied practically a t  the sul~ject,  and tlie gen- 
cralizatioas to  n-hicli he is  incliaed 11:~ve to be 
made entirely upon the  morlc of others which 
he has not controllecl. H e  thinks that  all the 
processes causing cell destruction or absorp-
tion are a sort of digestion, and that  micro- 
organisn~s act by cligestiag the eelis, or else 
they are digcstctl by them. I'erliaps. if tlie 
subject-matter had beell a little more tligested 
by  the author, he ~voultl not ]lave felt liili~self 
calletl upon to publish these lectures. 

BILLINGS ' S  VE,\'TILB TIO-lT .BND HE.4 T-
I1YTG. 

Tlrrs hooli is a rcl)rint, in revised form, of 
a series of articles ~ v l ~ i c h  appenrecl in The san-
itary engi~reer in nnsn-er t o  a typical questioner 
who aslied for a rule-of-thnmb n~cthotl for solr- 
ing problems in ventilation, and who failed to  
recognize the legitinlate relatioil between - long-
winded discussions on the physics of gases,' 
and ven t i l a t io~~.  T h e  author urges a tllorough 
linowledge of the mechanics of gases, and of 
the Ian-a iavolrcd in their free and cor~straiiled 
movement, a s  essential to  any competent jnclg- 
iiieat ~11011 the solution of the various paeunlatic 
and tllerinsl prohlcins l~cculiar to  heating and 
ventilation. 

Pecuniary rather than co~~s t ruc t ive  or  fimc- 
tioilal difieulties arc  stated to  be the lnost 
serious eucountered in l~rovicling goocl ent ti la-
tion. A partial ailtitlote for scepticism as to  the 
efficieacy of any method, because of the fre- 
q ~ i e n t  entire o r  ~ n r t i n l  failure of elaborate and 
costly systems put to  the test; of actual use, 
appears ill the tlescription given of systems in 
successfill operation in rarious types of huild- 
ings. I f  tlie causes of failure in less success- 
f~11undertakings had been clearly pointed out, 
the faith of many n-oulcl have been still further 
strengthened. A tiiscussion of the compara- 
tive cost of heating, ~ ~ i t h  ancl without conjoined 
ventilation, moulcl also liave serrccl the good 
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purpose of f~irnishing neeclcd information, and 
of allaying any undue app~eheasion growing ou t  
of the an t l~or ' s  stnterrlents which make venti- 
lation dependei~t  on liberality of espeaditnrc. 
The  ordinary cost of ventilation does not neces- 
sarily represent the lninilnum cost uilcler con-
ditions of masinlnin economy and efIicicncy ; 
and i t  is along these lines that  the progress is 
to he mntle wliicli shall inspire confidence, and 
create denland. 

T h e  booli is a valuable coiitrib11tiolr to the  
literature, rather than t o  tlie science, to  n-hicli 
i t  pertnius. I t  f~lrnislles a clear statemelit of 
the filndamental principles involvccl in the a r t  
of heating ancl ventilatioa, and describes i ts  
l~lethods and results in  their application t o  tlie 
nunlerous and varied illustrations cited. 111 
style, tlie hook is fresh. rigorous, and persltic- 
uous ; the occnsional flashes of the a~l thor 's  
indivi~loality lending a clinrm the Inore corn-
~ l e t el~ccauseunmnrrecl by dognlatism. Though 
occasional statenlelits niny provoke marginal 
interrogation-poi~lts. the boo6 i-; ml eminently 
safe g ~ ~ i c l e ,  a placeand easily takes leacling 
among the morlis of its Binrl nliich 1 1 a ~ e  all-
pearcad in Ainerican literatrile. 

NOTES A N D  NEWS.  

IT is snggested by G. P. P~ltnam's sons of S e m  
Yorli to secure for the publications of societies the 
same adrantages that  are possessed by t2ic issues of 
publishers, by having them fully described in a priced 
and classified catalogue, to be rllade up, say, twice a 
year, arid to be distributed as widely as are the booli- 
lists of p~iblishing-houses. Tliere are at  present in 
the Griited States sonle seventy sciel~tific a ~ i d  histor-
ical associations mhicli issue in the course of tlie year 
transactions, proceedings, or rnonog~.aphs. Nnny of 
these p~iblications possess an interest and inlportance 
for the general public, and find s a l ~  outside of the 
special circles of tlie niembers of tlie societies for 
whom they are more particnlarly prepared. Tlie gen- 
eral sale of s ~ ~ c l l  could ma-society publicatiolls be 
terially increased, to the advantage as well of tlie 
special interests tliey are planned to further, as of the 
various publication-funds, if provision were made for 
some tr~~stwortl iy lneans by mliicli the general public 
might secure prornpt iuforlnation concerning tlie 
worlis issued, and for sorne regular channel througll 
which could be supplied tile iricreased deriland tliat 
sllcll information woultl nliquestionab1~- induce. 
Each society ~vhose publicaliolis are included i11 tlie 
catalogue, mill, under tlie plan proposed, contribute a 
srnall annual paynerit towards the cost of its prepa- 
ration, mllile tlie publisliers will assume the pay~nent  
of st~cli deficiency as niay r en~a i~ i .  
- I). C:. 1:rinton of Plliladelptiia announces as in 


press "The Leniljb, and tlleirlrge~ids; mitli the corn- 



