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' I ' r r~ ra wide-slxcad disstitibfk~tioli with the 
past lnai~ageineilt of the 17. S. depart~iiei~tof 
agriculture exists, is obvious : i)rlt, beyond the 
sornewhat puerile scheme for imi~roving the 
department b~ a change of name and an 
access of official dig~lity to ~ t scliicf, public 
cliscussion has been mainly coirliiied to a con-
sirierntioil of the merits of T arious candidates 
for the position. A noteworllly exception to 
thir rulc is to be found in nn article in the 
Pacific v z ~ ~ a lpress of J a n .  3, by l'rof. E. \LT. 
Hilgard of tlie r i i i ve r s i t  of ('ali€oi.nia. This 
article is an abstract of a longer article by the 
same author in the Atlantic ~ i ~ o ~ z t l t l yfor 3Lag, 
1882, and is especially timely at  the present 
moment. The gist of Prof(>ssor Ililgarcl's 
proposition is to lllalcc the ofice of commis- 
sioner of agriculture less, ant1 not more, of a 
' political ' ofEce, than at  present, or rather to 
remove it from politics altogether. Initead of 
x cabinet officer, changing wit11 each adminis- 
tr:ttion, if not oftener, he nroulil hare hisn .' :i 
technicnl expert, not only rcsponsible to the 
gorernlnent, hut amenable to that rigorous 
and incorrnptihle tribunal constituted of his 
scientific and tecllnical conlpeers, ancl under 
the standiilg illenace of' a loss of' liis profes- 
sional reputation, which no wliitewashiag com- 
mittees, in or ont of congress, could in any 
manner condolie or undo." 

Ure pass over I'rofessor Ililgarcl's Inany 
other escelle~it suggestions regarcliilg the man- 
agement of the department, because this one 
appears to 11s to be the ono f~ultlainental re- 
form which is needed, ant1 wliicli, if once 
secured. would he followed by the others as 
naturally as clajlight f o l l o ~ ~ s  Tlicthe damn. 
coast ancl geodetic survey, and the geologi- 
cal surveys, have shomn what gorernment or-
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gaiiizatioiis can accomplish when di~-orced froin 
politics, and directed by competent profes-
sional rnen holding ofltce during ' good he-
a i o r  The interests of agriculture are 
seconcl to none in our county  in magnitude, 
or in tlie novelty and diflienltj of the problenls 
presented. 111no direction could a thorough 
l ino~ledgcof the art and science of agric~ilture 
find a wicler or more attractive field for its ex- 
ercise. I n  the interest nlilie of agricultural 
science aiicl of practical agriculture, we ho11e 
that Professor 4Zilgard's suggestions may be 
spcedilg realizccl, and that the office may be 
reiidered attractive to tlie class of experts from 
among whom it ought to be filled, but who. 
nnder the present conditioil of affairs, are 
neither thought of for the position, nor could 
afford to accept it if asked. 

have a prize offcrecl by :la American, 
one ~ ' h o  mould be known as a Goocl Samaritan, 
no doubt ; and this prize, ofrered as it is for 
the cliscovery of a new coinet or asteroid, has 
two sisigular conditions attaclled. First, the 
clisco~~ercrmay not be of the continent of Eu-
rope. Tliis condition is singula~.  Does 11ot 
the European buy the wires of the Gooti 
Samaritan, or ib it that the most snccessf~il 
secker for little planets is a 1,esident of the 
European mainland? I t  nould seein that in 
the community of scientific nleil it would be as 
well that a I+'renchmaa or as1 Austrian should 
hare the honor, ancl slionlcl be encouraged as 
much in the cliscorerg- of a little ball of wan- 
dering rocli-, or of a comet, as that an English-
ma11, or an American, or a Soutli-Sea Islnncler 
sliould haye his ambition for scientific glory 
stimulated bg the hope of a prize. Still there 
can he no serious o?i~jection to the giver lilnit- 
ing the colnpetitors for a prize ns he rnay see fit. 

-& second condition carries ~ ~ - i t h  it some clan- 
gers. The discoverer must, witlioot notice to 
others, seiid word to Llie director of the oh- 



servatory ah ich  our Good Salnaritan has seen mentioned in our notes, ant1 hotah s~lggesf; the 
fit to  establish; a,nd only then sllnll the clis- value of s similar work for our own country. 
coreye]. make his observation generally known. The  scope of such a rol~l lne n~ould be suficien: 
when he shall llave rece i~e t l  nclcaon.ledgment for the purposes of many of our reaclers. if it 
from the  director mentioaeil. Now, i t  is i r ~ 1 - included a record of the titlo: 31111 a 'i)ikP illen- 
p o r t a ~ ~ t  t,ion of tile contents, of every tliiilg rvritteli con- for tile proper observation of' any new 
mandel,er that  tlle lien-s of it  s!loulcl bc sent cerning our pl~psiunl :1nt1 nntr~ral history year 
ahont the  nrorlcl without cle1:iy. T h e  e:tslicst by year. I f  undest,:tlien by it 11111nbes of syc- 
observations of a comet are of esl~ecial r:ilue i i i  cialists, the work nronld not be too l:i,borious. 
fixing its orbit,  and may, with Ir)acl weather or :~iicI it would ant1 11~1,- sllsely find l~r-iblisl~er 
other mishap, be the only ones. A \\-ell-org:ti)- cahasers. IVIlp shoultl I I O ~  t11(, SlnitI~noni:~ii 
ized system for the  collecting :uld tr:ui~smitting institrltio~r r~nil(~rt:tIie i l  ! 
of s u c l ~  information exists, r111ti i t  is srlrely to 
be ~ e g r e t t e d  that  ally condition slivclld bc at- CZ11'1'EIZS 7'0 TJfR B1)III'OA. 
t,ached t o  rt reward which shall interfe'el.e >ritll ~ o i ~ i ~ r s p o n c ~ c ~ ~ ~ r  lo be ns iil.ie,fnsposvible.u,.pl.eq,Lrste~t T,+#

i s  i n  aU cnaes riqziip.ed udproqf  s f  goofi,faith. the beliefits to be cl_erive(l tile slli.cesr,or z u ~ ~ i w ' s n a r n r  

the orth thy investigator. 611(~ha contlitioi~ is Aathropos and anthroyopithecas. 

that mllicll requires the c.omllctit,oi fbr a \\?:lr- I A N  glad t l ~ a t  Prolessor Haynes, ;~vailit]g himst~lf 

ner prize l o  sencl ~ r o r d  t o  Itocllester i)efo~.c lie 
of 1119 references, ]ins refresl~ed his melnory on dp 

. \ ~ ~ ~ t i l l e t .  will aqaill co l l~ou l l t l  tile age of st, 


can give tile illformntioll to tho ~l l tern: l t iol l : t~ . \ d ~ e u l  rvitli t l ~ e  axe of St. Aclleiil; a1111 he and 

other readers of AScieircen-ill IIO\Y be aware tha t  de 


associatio~lof' o l ~ s e r ~ a t o ~ i e s .  Mortillet teaches tllnt riot man (tile unthvopos), but 

-. -.- - the 1nat1-ape (the o~zth,~oj~ol~,l, i thecus),the. -. was rrpre-

sentative of our species tluri~lg most of tlin palso- 
E v ~ i z n\VOICIZJ;K. ill B special (i(:ld o r  ~( ' i e i l f  i [ i ~littlic period. 

I , < . \  iewer colifine hirn- 
or technical study nlust from tilile to time feel 

But why does lie l e a r ~ ~ e d  
self to the passages I pointed out to him? nvl,S 

depresserl undel. the (IifEcult)., ill(lecci too vftel1 he ]lot turn to tle >Iortillel?s work (p. lo&),rrher? lie 

sags, "L'hornnie qu1ater11:tire ;cncion n'etait pas lc


the impossibility, of keeping l~imself xvell in- ,,,~,,,q,e l~holllrneactael :' ,~Ilcl n,here in tile gee-

forllled n~]lattilc morlcl is acconlplislling logic horizon does de Mortillet place the arrival of

l'l~oinrrieactuel P Let any reaclf,r turn to the tal~le 
even in his own narrow depitrtlrlent I so rapid of ~011te11tsof tile volume, arid Ilr rvill find tllat ii; is 

three parts: tertiaire; 2 .is tile sllccessioll,:lntl so ,{,ide thci sepslr:,tioll, tlivided i ~ ~ t o  1. L'llomrne 
L'lron~me cluaternaire ;3. L'l~o~rirnc The last, actnel. 


of papers nrzd boolie tretitillg of' Ilk ~ 1 1 b j e ~ t .~ne~ltiorled
arrived, says Ole antilor, after a lo~lg ant1 
u~~explaineclhiatus, zoit l~the p o i o d  qf Rubr iz i i c~uscnip.sllcll tilrles llc c:L1l :tl,preciate tile 4S5). Orily Irl that l>eriocl dors tlr Mor1,illet coricrtle 

\T-ell-preparecl c ~ ~ r r e ~ i t  to 111an llis d is t i~~ct ive  Ian-l)ibliograj~liic I . C C O I . ~ S .  psy~1io1ogicaJ traits of  il 
guage and a religiol;. Speal t i~~gof tile very last ofgeograplu:Y to  the InolltlllJ- lists iI1 the Jlngrlalenirtr~ l~eriurl, he says. "I,'llo~nrne quill er- 

Peternlu ,?~n 's??zitti~eibu-,~ge~.t80 the rnl11n:ll o r  uaire Btait cotnplt5texnent del)oluiii ,111 se~rtirr le~~t,  ( 1 ~  

one published by thc 13erli11 gt:ogr:~pllicaI so- l a  r61igiosite." (;.D. BRTSTOS,11.1). 

cietg; tile geologist; llxs the Neues jahrbtLcfb, Dl,. Xrintoli seems to 1)e iulforta~l:tt(+ in ander. 
startdirlg de Alortillet's ol~iriioils, :ls vr-ell as in quot- 

:tncl would glailly refer t o  the Geological recorrl ixlg I ~ i s  larlguape correctly. O\villg to the e s i g e ~ ~ c i e ~  
i f  i t  n,oulcl ollly (;olltillue to  appear ill as  gooil of space, ' t he  readers of Ncirirce' mast be referred t o  

the boolc itself, ml~ere they ~vil l  find it stater1 thzl 
form as i t  begall 3 Ten- )'ears a'go ; t,here is ~ i oconclllsive proof that furlera1 praclices 
xo~logist, llas his ' jnzeigeT, 1zecord. nllcl ~ ( , h - prevailed in westcru Europe in quaternary time*. 

and that sucll usages came i r~to  vogue there in  thc 
wsber icht ;  and tlle cilemist :rnd th(> physicist ~reolithic period. IIinc. illcle Zncry, i tae!  This is th13 

mle foundation for Dr. I3rintoll's rnonstrous assertioii Rye eyanlly wc?ll careclf:,r. l int  these cstenc~ctl "that  de JZortillet teaches t,hat not inaiz, but [he
lists are  111nttel:~ of pl"0~0c3~ti011 to ,,ran-ape, sras the rep~.esentat~ix-e many pC1'- of our species durinp 
soils mllo reach tile hoolis tlleg- llnnle : no st of the paleolitliic perioil." De &fortillel's real 

views will be fount1 sunuueci up 011 the last page of 
for them :r rcco~,cl is 11c.ttcr s~zitccl thnt limits his wo~.lc, in twelve 'gerier;~l co~rclrlsions,' so clearly 
its I,lace illstc[ld Of S1ll!iCCt. t,rrsely ' that It(? n'l'o rllJls nlav rctatl.' 

1 i~ ; s r tuXV. TT~rsr,;  
nucl $7-es n list of all liincls of pu1)licatioiis on t r : ~ ~ i s l ; ~ t i o ~ ~of t h i s  S U I I ~ I I ~ ~ , ~ ~  i nvil! appe:~,~ !)11r 

n certain grogra,lihic field. 'I'wo of thrse xre I I P X ~issilc. -En.]  



