
LlSP'TERS YO THE EI)lII'(IR. or 'no.' I n  1ieiL1ier ca-c n ~ l i l d  the joke seen1 to be 
of a very exhilarating qnalrty; I ~ u t ,  on the nrhole, I 

The muskrat ca~nivolous. sliould say that ' bes ' ~vollld be the favorite, as at  

I EIAVEseldorn been Inore surprised than at the state- 
n~el i t  that the carnivorous habits of tlie iiinsli-rat have 
but just bee11 discovereel by scie~itific men. 'I'hey 
are so often rnentiot~ed in treatises 011 Al~neric~ailcon-
chology, tha t  a little reading n-ould hare prevented 
tlie error. Thus Dr. Jaincs Ln~vis says of tile [Jlri- 
onidae, "They afford abundani, foot1 for the n~usl;rat, 
and rliinl; ;" a l ~ d  like cluotations nliglit be giveii. 
J3ut the fact is not left oilt of sigl~t in treatises on 
tlie Rodentia. I n  tlie 'JIammalia of New Yorli,' 
publisl~ed by the state, De Hay says of tire niuskrat, 
" I t  is also estreniely fond of tlie fresh-water lriussel 
(U~ l io ) ,heaps of which, in n plan-eil or conniiinuted 
state, niay be fou~id  near their retreats." 'l'enney's' y .' ~ c l ~ o ~ l b o o l i ,.oology,' a mere says, "AIuslirats feed 
upon ~nuescls, ant1 roots of grasses, a ~ i d  aquatic 
plants." To lriy k~iowletlge, they fcecl 0x1 Criios 
tliroughout the year, but ~liostly in winter i111d sgri~ig. 
The floor of my boat-house is covered ~v i th  shellr, left 
by musl;rats, every spi.ing; and 1 hare  often stopped 
at  tlie heaps of slrells hy their lioles to sce ~vhitt 
species occurred near. Tlie fact that they eat fish 
has certainly been less knonrrr. 

any rate r c p r c ~ r ~ l !  tlie rarer arid less cornlnoliplace iyi.. . experientacs. . r I- i ;, moreover. tlic answer, whicli, 
as a matter of fact, it h:rs heen very generally t l~onght 

' vr7e oursclres prel'errecl; so tliat to give it might pro- 
duce a piquant sc7nsc of fooling us to the top of onr 
bent. Unt a nionient'i: rellcctio~i v,rill sliow, t,liat, so 
far as the census migl~t  be tlrtis affected, i t  \vould 
lie alfected in n dircct,ioi~ c~cZz;evse to the telepathic 
argument; for the coursnoncr tho purely casual hal- 
lucinations are reclioneti lo be, the stror~ger is tlie 
mgutner~t that the visiol~s ~vhicli correspond with 
real eve~its do so by chtoice. Bud if the number of 
these coincident visions malies the clia~ice-argume~it 
mlteni~ble, even ~ r h e n  tlie basis of estimat,ion is af- 
fected in the way supposed, n .fo.r.tiori rrould this be 
the case if the yeses were rc,dnced to their true 
number. 

\Vllile on this point, 1rriay add tliat in such a ceti- 
sus as ours there are reasons why, (luite apart from 
untruth. an  unfair nu1nbt.r of yeses are sure to be 
obtained. One chief reason is, that, whet1 forms 
to be filled up arc disli.ibllted on a large scale, it is 
iinpossible to bring it homo to the rninds of niany 
of the persons IT-liose ansxrer ~voulcl be 'no,' that 
there is any use in recorclin:; that answer. Their in- 
stinct is, that  results, to b(i. of scientific ralne, ~rnlst  
be positive, like na~ural-l~istoryspecirnens. This 
difficulty has been enco~ultered again and again; and 
I feel little doubt tliat tllc proportiori of yeses to noes 
mill in the enit be quitc double \\.hat it ought to  be: 
in other ~vords, tile telepathic argument, if it pre- 
~-:lils! will prevail, tliongll based or1 data disiinctly 
1~1lfavor:ible to it,. 

i l s  Professor Xcwco~nb scen~edto confine his objec- 
tion to the results of the census, I need not occupy 
your space with a ilescriptiotl of tlie various precau- 
tions by which Tve a~cer ta in  t'hat our cascs of coin-
cided visions -of vei.iclicu1 llalluciilations -are bonn 
,/ide records. Suffice it, to say, that, mhate\.er the pos- 
sible sources of cl.ror in our evidence may be,-and 
there are sotile vliieli cle~iiand unceasi~lg care and 
~vatchfulness,-cieliberate hoaxing is a danger which 
we believe we cart rednce to an  anlo~unt tliat mill not 
affect the raliclity of o11r general conclusions. 

Enarusn GURXEP, 
Iiolz. sec. of ~i'oc., for psgch. ?'esrc~7~ci~. 

14 ~ J c ~ I I ' ~  

'I'liere seem to be four principal ways in ~ r l i i c l ~  
muslrrats get at the animal in t l~r:  mussel-sliell. I n  
a small lake near rne there are very fine specimens 
of Anodonta fragilis, but i11 such situations that i t  
is allliost illipossible to get the filicst ones alire. The 
sllells are large, but allriost like paper: :lnd the nlusk- 
rat invariably tears off one valve. In the thiclier 
sllells of Seneca River, not far oSf, its corilrnoii way is 
to break the thinner end of tlie sllell, I r i  tire r~lucll 
heavier sliells of the west and south, I have hcard 
that they either gnaw the hinge-liganlent, or allon' 
the animal to freeze ancl open. 

Wliile spealring of the Unionidae, I lnay nlcntion a 
curious circumstance. Very few of their shells are 
to be fouricl on one shorc of 011o1ldagn Lake, ~vhicll 
is flat and marly; and t l~ i s  is partly so because the 
nrii~nal burrows deeply in the tenacious mud, and is 
not easily dislodgecl. But 1 passed tliat shore one 
clay when a number of Ar~odonta Bcnedictii were 
washed in. They mere helpless in tlie waves; but, 
when they had rested a while on the beach, they got 
1111 on edge, protruded the muscular foot, got a firrn 
hold on tlie marl, arid worlred their way back to the 

YCII'C~, 8. \\?.,i V e b t ~ i i i i ~ s t c ~ r ,water with apparerit ease. n'. &I.B i i a a c ~ r ~ ~ r r .  ] ) P C .  Ti. 

A census of hallucinations. Dikes of peridotite cutting the carbolliferous 

I11 a letter which you published on Dec. 5, I nielr- rocks of Kentucky. 

tioned a sort of census whereby we are inquiring Prof, A. R. Cranclall, of the Kentuclry geological 
~vliat  proportion of tlie population has esperienceil survey, has recently discoverecl in Elliot county, of 
walring visions of absent friends; the object being to that state, sel-era1 di1;es of very i ~ : t o ~ . w t i ~ z  peridotite, 
discover how far chance may account for the namer- which intersect the carbonifero~~. i'o~!:l:li it,^^. I t  very 
ons cases where such hallucinatiolis have coincidcil rarely happens that  such yonthful ielspar-free, mas- 
with the clcath (or some scrious crisis in the life) sive rocks occur in regions of so little disturbance as 
of the person whose preselice v:ts saggcstetl, or 1 1 0 ~ ~  eastern Hentncliy, and under such circumstances that 
far: on the other banti, these cases drive us to somo 
s11ch hypothesis as ' telepathy.' I n  a letter published 
by yo^^ on the same clay, Professor Ncnco1111) has 
objected tliat ulitrue aiisrve1.s I~I:LY be giver1 by ller- 
sons wishing to arnuse tlie~nselros nt our espeilsc. I 
a111 far  from drnyin~r that persons m:ty exist n ' l~o 
~vould be glatl lo 111\\;11,lIS, :111cl aniusc tl~emscl\~es, 
even at  the cost of untruth. 1:rlt wlien the qncstion 
is put, "Do you reincniber liaving csver distinctly 
seen the face or form of a person lrliown to you, wlieri 
that person was not really there ? " it is not at once? 
obvions whether tlie nmztsii?y ~ui t rn th  woulil be 'yes ' 

tlieir eruptive character can be established beyor~d 
question. Professor Cranclall and myself, ~ v i t h  tlie 
approval of the U. S. geological survey, hope to be 
able to givc tllese roclts t 1 1 ~  c:ircfnl study tliey ought 
t o  receive. J. S. DII,I,EJ~. 

11. S. y(,ol. -ui.vv)., I L  i~sllil~gtoii,I).(;. 

Lake Mistassinj. 

Tour  corltributor, Prof. J. D. TVl~itr~ey(Scieizcc, 
No. loo) ,  is quite mistalie~l in ascribing the recent 
newspaper paragraphs referring to Lalie IIistas~irri 


